
Ethan- 4 years 2 months (50 months) 

 

Ethan is 4 years and 2 months old.  He attends a nursery since he got his free 

entitlement at 3.  Ethan does not communicate verbally with others and keeps his gaze 

on the floor when attempts are made to attract his attention.  He will babble and copy 

certain simple words and noises and can use his voice to attract attention and show 

simple preferences.  He likes to play in the water and will engage in repetitive play 

and it can be difficult to distract Ethan from this and move him to something else.  

Ethan loves the grass cutters and when he hears the lawns being cut he rushes over to 

intently observe.  Ethan can drink from a cup, wash and dry his own hands when 

directed, his toileting skills are delayed.  A recent referral has been made to the 

‘Specialist Support Services: Early Years Team’ for involvement.  He has been 

allocated a place at his local village primary school.  Mum is anxious that when she 

went to visit the school seemed worried about how he would fit in and how they 

would be able to meet his needs. 

 

 

Prompts for discussion 

 

 What is working well? 

 What is not working? 

 Even better if, what could have worked if it had been available (any gaps)? 

 What might have worked if you had known what you know now? 

 What is important to the future? 

 

 

 Are there any professionals involved? 

 How could these delays have been picked up earlier? 

 How could information from the two year Healthy child check (ASQ) be 

shared with Nursery? 

 How can the school and parents be confident that the school is ready to receive 

the child to enable a seamless transition? 

 

 

 

Themes 

 

Early Identification 

Transitions 

Information sharing 

Communication 


