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Editor’s Note 

 

In this edition, we have provided a summary of the Rochford Review and information about the 
Engagement Profile. I’m sure you will all agree that as educators we recognise the importance of promoting 
engagement as this helps to secure great outcomes for pupils. Over the forthcoming year we aim to 
capture and celebrate best practice. If you have a case study demonstrating how you promote and secure 
high levels of engagement and / or behaviours for learning please share them with us so we can share with 
all schools in Northamptonshire. 
 
Following positive feedback from SENCOs at the last Inclusion Network meetings we have decided to 
continue to provide focused table top discussions. SENCOs said they liked the opportunity to network with 
colleagues, gain expert advice and share practice. Please take a look at the agenda for the next Inclusion 
network meeting; we’re confident that there will be something of interest. 
 
As usual this edition is packed full of CPD sessions so please make sure you have a look, there is plenty to 
cover a range of topics and school needs, not only about learning in the classroom but also using sport and 
a range of therapies. 
 
Can you believe we are 1/3 of the way through the school year already! Are you achieving what you set out 
to do? We are great believers that if we identify gaps, discover who has the expertise and then share our 
knowledge, understanding and skills we will secure great outcomes for our pupils. In order to do this we 
need to work collaboratively, we need to build strong partnerships. With this in mind if you have any 
practice which you believe is effective let us know and we’ll find a way of disseminating this with other 
schools. 
 
As always, please do get in touch if there is anything you need and I wish you a happy and restful 
Christmas and New Year. 
 
 
Charlie Furniss, Fairfields Teaching School Lead 
 

October 17  

 



 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Richard Aird’s take on what Albert  
Einstein would say about the Rochford 
Review. 
 

 

 

Rochford Review summary 
The final report from the Rochford Review makes recommendations about the statutory assessment of 
pupils working below the standard of National Curriculum tests at Key Stage (KS) 1 and KS2.  
Key points are summarised: 
 
P scales should be removed and pre-Key Stage standards made permanent  
The Rochford Review group provide a convincing view point to support the idea that P Scales are no longer 
fit for purpose.  The view of the review group is that P scales should not be used to assess pupils with special 
educational needs (SEN) and disabilities who are working below the standards of tests. Instead, the interim 
pre-Key Stage standards for pupils working below the standard of the tests should be made permanent and 
extended to include all pupils engaged in subject-specific learning. 
 
Assess pupils in the areas of need outlined in the SEND Code of Practice  
The Special Educational Needs and Disability (SEND) Code of Practice outlines four areas of need. The 
review recommends that schools should assess pupils’ development in all 4 areas, but statutory assessment 
for pupils who are not engaged in subject-specific learning (P1-P4) should be limited to the area of cognition 
and learning. Pupils not engaged in subject specific learning should be assessed against seven aspects of 
cognition and learning. Schools should not be required to report this data to the Department for Education. 
Schools should decide their own approach to making these assessments and be able to provide evidence to 
support communication with people such as parents/carers, governors and inspectors.  

 
ITT and CPD should support staff in assessing pupils working below the tests  
Initial teacher training (ITT) and continuing professional development (CPD) should reflect the need for 
teachers to have a greater understanding of the assessment of pupils working below the standard of the 
tests, including those who are not engaged in subject-specific learning.  
 
Schools should share good practice and work collaboratively  
The review recommends that schools work collaboratively to develop an understanding of good practice in 
assessing pupils working below the standard of the tests. Where schools can demonstrate good practice, 
they should actively share this practice with others. Where schools need support, they should seek and create 
links with those that can help them.  
 
More work should be done on supporting schools to assess pupils with EAL  
The review group found that additional advice or guidance may be required to help teachers make their 
assessments of pupils with English as an additional language (EAL). 

If you judge a fish by its 

ability to climb a tree, it will 

live its whole life believing 

that it is stupid 
 

(Assessment) 

Education is not the 

learning of facts but the 

training of the mind to 

think 
 

(Curriculum) 

I never teach my pupils I 

only provide the conditions 

in which they can learn 
 

(Pedagogy) 



Planning for engagement 
Engagement is key to how pupils of all abilities learn so measuring the different ways and extent to which 
pupils are engaged for learning represents a particularly inclusive approach to statutory assessment.  
(Richard Aird, June 2017). 
 
Engagement is the connection between the student and their learning outcome. Students cannot create that 
connection for themselves; it is educators, families and other professional colleagues who must construct it 
with and for them. Engagement is key to this. (Carpenter et al, 2011) 
 
Professor Barry Carpenter believes that we need to develop a responsive pedagogy that embraces and 
wraps around each learner. During Fairfield School’s Annual Inclusion Conference (October 2017) he stated 
that we need a new generation pedagogy for 21st Century children. By this he means: 

 Re-engineering of existing pedagogies 
 Pedagogical reconciliation (blended approaches) 
 Creation of new and innovative teaching strategies 
 Personalised learning pathways. 

 
This is because we now have research confirming that some children are “wired differently.” With this in 
mind he strongly advocates that we need to consider teaching pupils with SEN differently.  
 

 
 
The Engagement Profile and Scale (EPS) was the 
outcome of research led by Professor Barry Carpenter. 
The EPS is a classroom resource which enables 
educators to observe and document the engagement in 
learning of a pupil with complex learning difficulties and 
disabilities (CLDD) towards a personalised learning 
target and their progress. It allows them to focus on the 
child’s engagement as a learner and create personalised 
learning pathways. It prompts pupil-centred reflection on 
how to increase engagement leading to deep learning. 
 

 
The Engagement for Learning Framework uses seven ‘indicators’ of 
engagement for learning. 
 
To achieve depth of learning curriculum, pedagogy & assessment need to 
be personalised and inextricably connected. Fundamental to the concept of 
personalisation is Engagement for Learning (Richard Aird, June 2017) 
 
Useful resources can be found: 
http://engagement4learning.com/resources/ 
http://complexneeds.org.uk/ 
 

 The SEND Gateway, is an online portal offering education professionals 
free, easy access to high quality information, resources and training for meeting the needs of children with 
special educational needs and disabilities (SEND) 
http://www.sendgateway.org.uk/index.cfm  
 

 

 

 
 
 
 

Dyslexia 

http://engagement4learning.com/resources/
http://complexneeds.org.uk/
http://www.sendgateway.org.uk/index.cfm
http://www.sendgateway.org.uk/index.cfm


 
Understanding what may support our dyslexic children in the classroom is one that we strive to continually 
do, often with difficulty.  The following free apps (just a few of the many out there) may help with building 
independence around the child’s learning and develop a sense of achievement.  It would be helpful to build 
up a resource bank that schools have found helpful to children.  If you have any apps/websites that have 
been successful in supporting learners with dyslexia, please forward the information to me (with some 
annotations about how they have been useful) and I will begin to create a booklet that can be shared with all 
schools. I think this resource will be invaluable to us all. 
Email  :  lesley.tobin@booth.northants.sch.uk (Lead SENCO/SLE) 
 
Useful apps to help with learning  
Learning Ally - https://www.learningally.org/ 
“One of the biggest challenges that dyslexic students face is reading for pleasure. There’s a whole world of 
books out there, and dyslexic children shouldn’t miss out on them. Learning Ally is free with membership, 
and has a vast collection of audio books so dyslexic children can enjoy literature without the pressure of 
reading”. 

Easy Spelling Aid 
 
This is a simple spelling app that can be used individually or in a classroom setting. It helps the user 
spell challenging words by using their voice. The app is suitable for students of all ages, from 
preschool to university. 

 
Ideament - free 

 Mindmapping, create lists, build ideas, good app for organising thoughts 
 
Dragon Dictation 

 Dragon Dictation –  Be able to speak your sentence and see it produced in text 
Dyslexia Aid 
 

Best used to dictate your word or phrase, and it will display on screen.   

 
Speller 
 
Useful for supporting spelling 
 

There are many more! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:lesley.tobin@booth.northants.sch.uk
https://www.learningally.org/aboutus/whyaudiobooks.aspx
https://www.learningally.org/
http://www.easyspellingaid.com/
https://www.teacherswithapps.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/10/Easy-Spelling-Aid-Translator-Dyslexia-Support.png


 

INCLUSION NETWORK MEETINGS : FEBRUARY 2018 
Delapre Golf Course : Tuesday 6TH February 2018 4.00pm - 6.00pm 

Kettering Conference Centre :  Thursday 8th February 2018 4.00pm - 6.00pm 

4:00 – 4:05pm Welcome & Introductions Charlie Furniss 

4:05 – 4:30pm SEN Descriptors Caroline Farmer – Northampton 
Heidi Redman - Kettering 

4:30 – 5:00pm Measuring what we value: 
SMART vs Scruffy targets 

Sara Clarkson – Northampton 
Karen Lewis - Kettering 

5:00-5:10pm   Coffee break 

5:10 -5:20pm SEN updates Charlie Furniss 

5:20-5:55pm Sharing good practice / support 
sessions: 

Table discussion groups to enable 
SENCos to discuss current practice 
in their schools with colleagues 

Ask a Leading SENCo  

Northampton – Caroline Farmer & 
Rachel Creamer 

Kettering – Heidi Redman & Rachel 
Creamer 

SEMH 

Marian McCelland, Kings Meadow 
School 

TBC 

It is extremely helpful to us if attendees register in advance at: 
 

Northampton: https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/inclusion-network-meetings-northampton-tickets-35341344914 
 

Kettering: https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/inclusion-network-meetings-kettering-tickets-35232609684 

RAISING ASPIRATION: NORTHAMPTONSHIRE’S 2020 SEND 

STRATEGY  
The SEND strategy for Northamptonshire has now been published. This follows consultation with parents, 
young people and professionals at the 2020 events during the spring of 2017, feedback from the Local Area 
Inspection that took place in May 2017 and local authority priorities.  

As with all strategic plans, this is the overall vision. An annual action plan will be developed which will focus 
on the objectives specified in the strategy to deliver the priorities. The first action plan will be published in 
January 2018. 

Northamptonshire will publish an annual report providing an update of the progress against the identified 
success measures. This action plan will sit alongside the local area SEND strategy which supports the 
continuous journey of self-improvement. 

There are four identified priorities:  

Priority 1: To ensure that every child and young person with special educational needs and disabilities 
makes excellent progress, through access to high quality provision for every child and young person. 

Priority 2: To engage with children, young people and their families to promote early identification and 
support that meets need. 

Priority 3: To develop smooth progression to adulthood for all young people with special educational needs 
or disabilities. 

Priority 4: To improve the quality and timeliness of multi-agency assessments and quality of plans for those 
who require specialist levels of support. 
 
The full strategy can be found using the following link:  

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/inclusion-network-meetings-northampton-tickets-35341344914


 

 

 

FINAL PUSH - CONVERSIONS FROM STATEMENTS TO EHC PLANS 
The DfE deadline for completion of conversions, 31st March 2018, is fast approaching. This is the date for 
the end of the process i.e. the EHC Plan is completed and finalised naming the correct education provision.  
Thanks to your support and the hard work from all involved in schools, partners and my team we have 
manged to complete 3240 conversions so far!  
We are at the final hurdle with 360 transfers to be completed by 31/03/18. At the time of writing there are 
however still 95 transfer review meeting minutes that have not yet been received by the team including 
almost 20 where no meeting date has yet been set or are scheduled for 2018. The review meeting is at the 
beginning of the process, which can take up to 20 weeks if additional or updated advices are required. 
It is essential that the EHC Team receive this information urgently to enable the deadline to be met. We 
appreciate the work this creates in school but the team then have significant work to do and statutory 
timelines to allow for when the information is received. If no information is received the team will have no 
alternative but to complete the process with the parents without school input. 
I cannot wait for April when mentions of Statements will be a thing of the past and we can look forward to 
developing the EHC Plans to be the best they can be to improve outcomes. 

Gwyn Botterill  

 

SWITCH ON READING 
Are you looking for Professional Development for support staff and an intervention for 

struggling readers? 

Switch-on reading in a Teaching Assistant led reading and intervention for vulnerable, 

underachieving children and young people working below the expected standard in Key Stages 1, 2 

and 3 as well as in Special schools. 

This text reading intervention, using finely graded book banded texts, which has been evaluated by 

the Education Endowment Foundation and found to be effective in Northamptonshire schools.  

For further information, please see Sue Tomalin who is the accredited trainer for Northamptonshire.  

sue.tomalin@btconnect.com or visit www.switchon-literacy.co.uk    

IMPROVING ATTENTION AND LEARNING POTENTIAL FOR 
CHILDREN WITH ASD 

Target Autism Training and Consultancy Ltd and Thrive Occupational Therapy Services Ltd  

A day course for teachers, support assistants, SENCos and parents 

This course provides a wide range of practical ideas and strategies to support and improve learning 
outcomes, all based on insight into the unique learning style and challenges experienced by 
children with ASD (Autism Spectrum Disorders), social communication disorders and associated 
difficulties. 

The course is suitable for anyone working or living with a child with ASD or similar difficulties; 
whether new to the field or seeking to broaden their understanding and skills. 

mailto:sue.tomalin@btconnect.com
http://www.thriveots.com/


 

Following a short overview and introductory session, delegates will be able to attend 3 x 75 minute 
workshops from a choice of topics listed below: 

•Self-regulation - Strategies to help children stay calm and focused 

•Dyspraxia and Coordination - Tips for the classroom 

•Adapting the classroom to promote attention, engagement and learning  

•Literacy, Numeracy and the child with ASD  

•Introduction to Social Thinking 

•Developing emotional understanding and communication  

The day will conclude with a short plenary session.  

The cost of the day is £99 per delegate for professionals and a discounted rate of £49 for parents 
(please quote “parents/carers” to qualify for discount). A sandwich buffet lunch is included.  

Registration from 9.15am for a 9.30am start. 

Bookings via: 
 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/improving-attention-and-learning-potential-for-children-with-asd-
tickets-39006902696 

Target Autism Training and Consultancy Ltd 

Ron Fortuna and Angela Capper from Target Autism have many years of experience, working 
directly with children across the entire range of the Autism Spectrum, across all academic phases  
and providing support and training for school staff and parents.  

Thrive Occupational Therapy Services Ltd 

Thrive is an independent occupational therapy service aimed at facilitating positive health and 
wellbeing outcomes for children and families . Their therapists help children participate, perform 
and engage to their full potential in everyday activities, such as, learning, self care, social 
interaction and play. Thrive OT therapists have many years of experience working with children with 
ASD and are specialised in a range of approaches. 

INCLUSIVE DANCE TRAINING COURSE (IDT) 
This course is for anyone wanting to run or be involved with Inclusive Dance sessions. 

This course is suitable for dance teachers who wish to open their services to all abilities, 
those involved with sports and social groups and people with a focus on disability and the 
care environment.  There are no entry requirements for this course, other than an interest 

in learning more about the subject. The WDSA (UK) welcomes applications from people with any ability and 
with any impairment to train to lead Inclusive Dance. 

In taking the IDT you will learn about a variety of disabilities and impairments as well as basic physiology 
and mobility aids which you may encounter in your role as an Instructor.  You will also learn the 

fundamentals of instruction technique, choreography and adapting dances in a non-genre specific format for 
everyone along with how to set up and run a group.  

The IDT will equip you with the tools you need to start your journey into Inclusive Dance or develop your 
existing skills. 

The next dates for the practical element of our course is the 22nd -24th January 2018 this will take place at 
our offices in Watford 

For further information, contact Patrick McGeough via email on patrick@wdsauk.co.uk 
  

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/improving-attention-and-learning-potential-for-children-with-asd-tickets-39006902696
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/improving-attention-and-learning-potential-for-children-with-asd-tickets-39006902696


 
 
 

 



 
 
 

 



 

 

 
 
Cut-Off date for submission of articles for the next edition of Inclusion News is Friday 2ND February 2018 
Please send articles to:  teachingschool@fairfields.northants.sch.uk clearly labelled FOR INCLUSION 
NEWS. 

LEADING SENCO DROP-IN SESSIONS 
Do you have cases that you are finding tricky? Want to talk things through with a Lead SENCO? We 
are offering a drop in session to discuss cases to help you with thinking about  what may be needed 

to move forward. Please book in so that we know numbers. If there is high interest we will offer 
further sessions. 

18th January 2018 3:30pm-5:30pm @ Fairfields School, NN2 6JN 
Facilitator's: Lead SENco's 

Free to Fairfields Teaching School Alliance Member 

SENSORY CIRCUITS 
Many children in school have not developed the basic self -regulation and sensory motor skills that 

lay the foundation for academic learning to take place.  Research has shown that by developing 

children’s foundational motor skills, through sensory motor programmes in schools, progress is seen 

in academic and learning skills such as handwriting, reading, concentration, attention and hand -eye 

coordination. 

This course aims to equip all staff with the knowledge to identify children with motor learning 

difficulties including useful screening tools and ideas for individual and group sensory motor 

programmes using readily available school gym and playground equipment.  

 

23rd February 2018 – Delapre Golf Complex - 9.30-12.30pm 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/sensory-circuits-tickets-35507329378 

Cost: £50  

 

IDENTIFYING AND SUPPORTING DYSLEXIA 
Facilitated by Lesley Tobin (Leading SENCo) 

The Dyslexic pupil in a busy classroom - strategies to support children who are experiencing 
difficulties associated with dyslexia. How can you support teaching and learning, what informal 

assessments could you do, how to involve the child in their learning. 
Thursday 1st March 2018 4-6pm - Fairfields School, NN2 6JN 
https://identifyingandsupportingdyslexia.eventbrite.co.uk 

Alliance Schools FREE, Non Alliance £50 
 

COMPLETING EARLY HELP ASSESSMENTS 

Are you new to the SENCo role or completing Early Help Assessments? Margaret Turnbull, one of 

our Leading SENCos will take you through the process step-by-step so you can feel confident when 

completing them for your own pupils.Margaret has a wealth of experience so will also be able to 

answer questions on the process and supporting your learners.  

25th April 2018 – 1:30pm-3:00pm – Chiltern Primary Nn5 6AR 

https://completingearlyhealthassessments.eventbrite.co.uk 

Alliance Schools FREE, Non Alliance £50 

mailto:teachingschool@fairfields.northants.sch.uk

