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Editor’s Note 

Welcome to the latest edition of Inclusion News as we come up to the half-way point in the academic year!  
May I take this opportunity to thank all those who have sent best wishes whilst I was on leave – we really 
do have a very caring staff in schools across our county. 
 
In this edition, we include articles from our Leading SENCos to support schools with using the SEN 
Descriptors and also Dyslexia support. 
 
I am also very excited to share news of a pilot project that Fairfields’ Leading SENCos have been working 
on to support setting clear learning outcomes for non-curricular based targets, supported by a framework 
and spreadsheet to be able to be used in schools to measure the impact of our provisions for SEND 
learners.  This is really exciting and we will be sharing more information about the progress of this at 
Inclusion Network meetings both in February and in May.  In the future, we will be looking for some schools 
to test this new framework as pilot schools so we can further refine the work, again, more information will 
be shared in our upcoming Inclusion Network meetings. 
 
Following feedback, the Northampton Inclusion Network meetings will now be held at the Marriott hotel.  
These will continue to include the networking tables which many of you have found so useful, along with 
presentations with practical ideas and strategies to take back into schools, all on the subject of Measuring 
what we value.   
 
Our 2018 Annual Inclusion Conference has been booked for Friday 9th November following the success of 
last year.  The theme will focus on Mental Health and Well-being and we are pleased to confirm that Dr 
Janet Rose will be one of our keynote speakers for this event.  Confirmation of other speakers will be 
forthcoming so….watch this space!! 
 
 
This edition, as usual includes a range of opportunities for schools to be involved in, including CPD, the 
opportunity to register for a FREE Inclusive PE course for schools, details of Have a Go Day at Oundle 
School and also information on how to get involved in the Rotary Disability Games. 
 
As always, please do get in touch if there is anything you need and I wish you a safe and restful half-term 
break! 
 
 
Charlie Furniss 
 

February 18  

 



 

 

SEND DESCRIPTORS 
How to use them effectively 

 
 

The SEN Descriptors are a useful working tool for SENCOs and teachers in school to help with 

identification and setting provisions for children with SEN. 

They are found on the Local Offer Page below – 

http://www3.northamptonshire.gov.uk/councilservices/children-families-education/SEND/send-

information-for-professionals/send-descriptors/Pages/default.aspx 

 

How can I use the Descriptors? 

1. As a look up tool for check the criteria for high needs funding 

2. The introductory pages give some guidance about criteria for Requests for Statutory 

Assessments. 

3. Make a descriptor booklet for each child on your SEND list and highlight the things that are in 

place for them and annotate with details from Educational Psychologist reports, Community 

Paediatricians, Speech and Language Reports etc. This gives a useful working record. 

 

The purpose of these booklets: 

 track provisions for an individual child 

 provide evidence to use in high needs funding applications, they provide a good level of 

accountability to parents, Governors and Ofsted! 

 use in a coaching session with a teacher when you are working together to set up the provisions 

for a child. 

 

The leading SENCos worked together last year to provide some ideas about provisions to make the SEN 

Descriptors more useful.  These are on the local offer site.  (Top tip – use the navigation buttons to move 

around the pages instead of the scroll bar!).  We have organised the information in different tabs – 

assess, plan, do and review.  

The content of the SEN Descriptors did not change and these still contain the same criteria for high needs 

funding. 

 

Heidi Redman, SLE 
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INCLUSION NETWORK MEETINGS : MAY 2018 
 

“Measuring what we value, not valuing what we measure” 
FREE school leader place for every ticket purchased 

 
 

Marriott Hotel, Northampton : Tuesday 8th May 4.00pm - 6.00pm 
 

Kettering Conference Centre :  Thursday 10th May 4.00pm - 6.00pm 
 
 

4:00 – 4:05pm Introductions and news 
 

Charlie Furniss 
Fairfields TSA  

4:05 – 4:35pm Referrals 
Exemplar referrals and what to 
include 

Jacqui Jospeh 
NCC 

4:35 – 5:00pm Measuring Impact of the Soft Stuff 
Use of the Social and Emotional 
framework to show impact  
 

Karen Lewis 
Leading SENCos 

5:00 – 5:10pm Coffee Break 

5:10 – 5:15pm SEN Updates Charlie Furniss 
Fairfields TSA 

5:15 – 5:35pm  Workshop: 
How to…. complete Higher Needs 
Funding Applications 

Leading SENCos 

5:35 - 6:00pm Sharing good practice / support 
sessions: 

Table discussion groups to enable 
SENCos to discuss current practice in 
their schools with colleagues 

Ask a Leading SENCo – Leading 
SENCo facilitor 

Ofsted Jungle Drums for SENCos 

Jacqui Joseph 

EP – conversations with parents 

 
It is extremely helpful to us if attendees register in advance at: 

 

Northampton: https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/inclusion-network-meetings-northampton-tickets-
35341344914 

Kettering: https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/inclusion-network-meetings-kettering-tickets-35232609684 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MORE TIPS FOR DYSLEXIC STUDENTS  
 

 
How can we support our dyslexic students in the classroom? 

 
Supporting students with dyslexia in the classroom requires adaptations, creativity, 
adjustments and additional resources to targets the areas of difficulty.  Buddy Boxes are a 
means of providing support to encourage independence, however, children will need guidance, 
and explicit teaching of the tool and daily practise using the resource until they have mastered 
what helps them learn. 
 
What could I include in a Buddy Box….these are just some ideas, depending on the child’s 
needs and the nature of the lesson, the box or wallet can be personalised for them.  Children 
will need time to focus on and learn how to use a particular resource, this will not come 
automatically.  
 

 Alphabet arc 

 Chart with 44 sounds of English language 

 High frequency word mat/personal word banks 

 Check list for editing (e.g. 1 2 3 Check - emphasis on one thing at a time) 

 Coloured pens 

 Post its 

 Rulers 

 Multiplication table 

 Mathematic mats (e.g. With shapes, symbol explanations etc.) 

 Counting equipment (e.g. Numicon, Deans) 

 Spell checkers 

 Personalised vocabulary book 

 Dictaphone 

 Writing frame/mind map. 

 Spelling practice sheets 

 ‘Have a go’ cards 

 ‘Speedread’ charts 

 Spelling variation board 

 Word attack strategies card 

 Sentence checker card (isolates a sentence to help with focus) 

 
Lesley Tobin (Inclusion Manager) – Lead SENCO/SLE – Fairfields Teaching Alliance 
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COMPLETING EARLY HELP ASSESSMENTS (EHAs) 
 

Course Leader: Margaret Turnbull SLE/Lead SENCo 

Are you new to the SENCo role or completing Early Help Assessments?  This session will take 

you through the process, step-by-step so you can feel confident when completing them you’re 

your own pupils.  Margaret has a wealth of experience so will also be able to answer questions 

on the process and supporting your learners. 

 

25th April 2018 – 1.30-3pm Chiltern Primary School, NN5 6AR 

£50 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/myevent?eid=39544721326 

 

IDENTIFYING AND SUPPORTING DYSLEXIA 
 

Course Leader: Lesley Tobin SLE/Lead SENCo 

The Dyslexia pupil in a busy classroom – strategies to support children who are experiencing 

difficulties associated with dyslexia.   

How can you support teaching and learning? 

What informal assessments could you do?   

How do you involve the child in their own learning? 

  

1st March or 14th June 2018 – 4pm-6pm – Fairfields School, NN2 6JN 
£50 

 
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/myevent?eid=39724113894 

 

 

CUED ARTICULATION 
 

Course Leader: Karen Smith Lead SENCo/Deputy Head at Headlands Primary  

Lots of pupils have difficulties producing speech sounds, Cued Articulation supports children’s 

development of speech through teaching them hand signals that they can use to help them 

remember to make the sounds. 

The signals relate to where the and how in the mouth the sounds are made.  Come along and 

find out how you can use this in school to support your children’s speech sound development.  

  

8th May 2018 – 4pm-6pm – Headlands School, NN3 2NS 
£50 

 
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/myevent?eid=39040922450 

 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/myevent?eid=39544721326
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/myevent?eid=39040922450


 

 

 OFSTED “TOP TIPS” 
 
 

 

This article provides some ideas to help you be prepared for your next inspection. Please 

note it’s just a guide.  

 

When you meet with an inspector use this time to showcase your work and celebrate the 

achievements of pupils with SEND in your school. This means you need to be able to 

demonstrate a secure understanding of your role as SENCO. You must be able to talk 

with confidence about your role and responsibilities and be able to demonstrate the 

positive difference you are making.  

 

Make sure you can either provide information or talk about the following: 

 How many pupils are on your SEN register? What category of need?  

 Assessment process – how do you decide if they’re SEND or underachieving 

pupils? 

 What support is in place? 

 How do you know pupils are making progress? 

 How is progress tracked and monitored? 

 What SEND training has been provided for staff? What difference has this made? 

 How do you liaise with parents / carers? 

 What are the transition arrangements for pupils moving to different key stages or 

schools? 

 

Are you: 

 Aware of your contribution to school improvement?  

 Able to describe and provide evidence of school evaluation? 

 Can you identify actions taken following monitoring and evaluation activities and 

describe the positive difference this has made to pupils’ with SEND outcomes?  

 Can you demonstrate impact of actions? 

 Can you identify next steps to further improve outcomes for pupils with SEND? 

 

Don’t forget to make sure the information on your school website is compliant. This 

includes: 

 an annual SEN information report on your school’s policy for pupils with SEN. You 

should update any changes occurring during the year as soon as possible. 

 The name and contact details of your SENCO 

 Accessibility plan for disabled pupils 

During May Inclusion network meetings there will be an opportunity to explore the 

effectiveness of SEND provision in your school. 
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 FREE INCLUSIVE PE COURSE 
 

Northamptonshire Sport are promoting a FREE Inclusive PE course for schools 

who are looking to help SEND children engage and be included in PE and Sports 

lessons or clubs. 

Please complete the form below if you are interested: 

 



 

 

HAVE A GO DAY @ OUNDLE SCHOOL 

 
Oundle School be holding a Have a Go Day for adults and children with physical disabilities 

and/or learning difficulties on Sunday 22 April. 

 

Please find below a letter of invitation. To register your interest please return the attached reply 

slip or email/phone us to confirm your details and numbers.  Our staff and pupils very much look 

forward to welcoming you. 

  

Please do not hesitate to contact me should you have any questions. 

Kindest regards, 

  

Liz Turnbull 

Head of Community Action 

 



 

  

FOCUS ON….. ALTERNATIVE PROVISION 

 

The House of Commons Education Committee has resumed its major enquiry into 

Alternative Provision this week Here is a guide to what has become one of the most 

under pressure are of the school system: 

 

What is alternative provision? 

Alternative provision (AP) is education outside school, arranged by Local Authorities or 

schools, for pupils who do not attend mainstream school for various reasons, such as 

illness, school refusal, school exclusion or behaviour issues. 

It includes settings such as pupil referral units (PRUs), although some pupils who are on 

the roll of a PRU will also attend other forms of alternative provision off site. 

 

How many pupils are in alternative provision? 

There were almost 16,000 pupil’s on-roll at pupil referral units – and another 22,000 in 

local authority alternative provision in January 2017. 

On top of that, another 10,000 pupils with subsidiary registrations at PRUs (i.e. pupils 

who attend PRUs but are also on roll of schools (Source: Education Datalab).  

Four fifths of those attending PRUs have a statement of special educational needs or and 

Education Health and Care Plan. 

PRU pupils are more likely than average to be eligible for free school meals and to come 

from the following ethnic backgrounds: Gypsy/Roma, black Caribbean, mixed white/black 

Caribbean, and Traveller or Irish heritage. 

 

Only around 1 percent of pupils in state alternative provision achieve 5 good GCSEs. 

 

Why is AP under pressure? 

School exclusions are rocketing.  A TES investigation last year found that the number of 

permanent exclusions in some areas rose by as much as 300% in a year.  

This has been blamed on the financial pressures impacting on schools.  Schools may not 

feel they have the capacity to educate pupils with significant behavioural, SEND and 

mental health needs.   

Educating pupils in AP settings can be expensive and many providers are facing funding 

pressures. 

 

What is the quality of AP like? 

A 2016 Ofsted report found that schools needed to do more to ensure both the quality 

and the safety of pupils in alternative provision.  And, although schools are more aware 

of their responsibilities, they “still lack clear guidance regarding safeguarding”, the report 

found. 

 

Many pupils, however, speak highly of their AP setting. 

 

We wait to see the outcome of the committee’s discussions on the future of AP.  

Article 



 
 

 
 



 

ROTARY DISABILITY GAMES 
Athletes required for Northants Rotary Disability Games team! 

The Rotary Club of Northampton West are looking for male and female athletes with a disability, or 

sensory impairment to represent their team at the District 1070 Disability Games which are being held at 

Stamford School on Sunday 15th April. 

The Games will comprise of 10 different events in total of which each athlete is allowed to compete in a 

maximum of 3. The events are Archery, Boccia, Darts, Kurling, Shooting, Table Tennis, Weight Lifting, a 

Wheelchair Dash and a Wheelchair Slalom. Some of these events are competed in as one team, but 

others are split in to junior male/female (for those aged under 16 years old) and senior male/female (for 

those aged 16 and over). In each of the wheelchair events there will be 3 different competitions. One for 

motorised wheelchair users, one for non – motorised wheelchair users and an open competition for those 

requiring assistance. 

If you'd like any additional information about this event including to arrange transport if required and 

register your, or a child's interest in taking part please email Allan Wilson 

on allanjwwilson@btinternet.com or Brian Norrey brian@briannorrey.plus.com by Friday 16th February. 

  

mailto:allanjwwilson@btinternet.com
mailto:brian@briannorrey.plus.com


 

 



 

 
 

 



 
 

 
 

 
 

Cut-Off date for submission of articles for the next edition of Inclusion News is Friday 23rd March 2018 
Please send articles to:  teachingschool@fairfields.northants.sch.uk clearly labelled FOR INCLUSION 
NEWS. 

SAVE THE DATE!!!!! 

 

Annual Inclusion Conference 2018 

Friday 9th November 2018 

Marriott Hotel 

 
Confirmed speaker: 

DR JANET ROSE 

Dr Janet Rose (PhD, MA, PGCE, BA (Hons), FHEA) is a 

co-founder of Emotion Coaching UK.  She is a trained 

teacher and has led research into the development of 

Emotion Coaching both as a parenting programme and its 

application in schools and community settings throughout the UK.  She has worked 

closely with vulnerable children and young people in a range of roles, is a Level 1 

Theraplay practitioner and has undertaken a course in Mindfulness Based Stress 

Reduction.  Janet has led training in Emotion Coaching for numerous Local Authorities 

and organisations and is also Academic Lead for the Attachment Aware Schools Project 

based at Bath Spa University.  She is frequently invited to be a Keynote speaker at 

conferences throughout the UK.  Janet is also the Principal of Norland College in Bath, 

and was previously an Associate Professor, Reader in Education, Programme and 

Award Leader at Bath Spa and an Associate of Kate Cairns Associates and Early 

Education.  She has authored numerous books, chapters and research 

publications.  Her most recent co-authored book is Health and Wellbeing in Early 

Childhood 

mailto:teachingschool@fairfields.northants.sch.uk

