
 
 
 

In partnership with  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Editor’s Note 

 

I am very pleased to be able to introduce this half-term's edition of Inclusion news, just before the Summer 
break. 
 
In this edition, we are pleased to share the details of the SEND area inspection with some really positive 
comments coming through. 
This edition also includes an inclusive dance training course, provided for by the WDSA, along with 
Blossom’s Children’s Occupational Therapy. 
 
Please do not forget some of the wonderful CPD sessions and network groups that are featured in this 
edition and the topics covered in the September Inclusion Network Meetings which Gwyn Botteril will 
update us on the SEND plans to 2020. 
 
Following the most recent Inclusion Network Meetings in July, also included in this edition is the detail 
around the new SEND descriptors and the links to the detailed resources available. 
 
The TaMHs Conference is organised for 9th October, this is always a very popular course, supporting 
strategies for our learners with behaviour and mental health concerns, with the keynote speech delivered 
by Peter Harper, Consultant Clinical Psychologist. 
 
Northampton Town and Football in the Community are also running Football Fun Day for young people 
with a disability over the Summer break, taking place on the 17th August – please share this with any young 
people you know with a passion for football as it is always a really good event. 
 
We would also not wish you to overlook the dates for the upcoming Annual Inclusion Conference is always 
popular across the county and this is held on 10th November. 
 
Have a wonderful and well-earned summer break and looking forward to seeing you all in the new 
academic year. 
 
Charlie Furniss 
 

July 17  

 



 
 

 
 

FINDINGS FROM SEND AREA INSPECTION 

 As many of you will be aware the SEND Area Inspection has recently taken place in Northamptonshire 
and the report was published on June 22nd. Ofsted and the Care Quality Commission inspected how 
health, social care and education partners in Northamptonshire are meeting their responsibilities to 
disabled children and young people, and those with special educational needs. 

We were delighted that the inspection praised the effectiveness of the support on offer and highlighted the 
strong commitment to improving outcomes for children and young people who have special educational 
needs. 

The report acknowledged the close collaboration between service providers and the children and families 
involved to ensure services meet their needs and continue to improve. 

Inspectors found: 

 Education, health and social care partners work effectively together to keep children and young 
people who have special educational needs and/or disabilities safe.  

 Work to improve services is suitably focused and is making a difference.  
 The local area’s approach to identifying children and young people’s special educational needs 

and/or disabilities is increasingly effective.  
 Children and young people who have special educational needs and/or disabilities achieve well in 

the area’s special schools, all of which are at least judged to be ‘good’ by Ofsted, and a high 
proportion outstanding.  

 Agencies work well together to ensure that children’s needs are identified and assessed quickly 
and suitable provision is put into place.  

 The voice of the child is typically captured well in education, health and care plans.  

The report also identified areas for further improvement these included more work to help young people 
secure post-16 education, training and employment. 

Improvements to EHC plans to ensure aspirational targets are set and all involved agencies ensure the 
information provided is detailed and informative. 

That the response to pupils with SEND is not consistent across all mainstream schools, which leads 
parents to believe that the only way in which their child’s needs can be met is via an EHC plan. 

It was fortuitous that the inspection coincided with the 20:20 consultation events which have been taking 
place with children, young people, parents and professionals. This enables the areas identified for further 
development in the SEND report, the information obtained from the consultation events and the counties 
data sets to inform the SEND Strategy and Action plan for 2017 -2020.  

The Strategy and Action Plan will be out for consultation in September. 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank you if you have been involved in the events discussed and 
hope you all have an enjoyable and relaxed holiday fully reinvigorated to start on the action plan in 
September 

To read the inspection report in full, visit https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/resources/local-authority-school-
improvement-arrangements-inspections-and-focused-school-inspections. 

Alison Shipley 
Assistant Director for Vulnerable Learners 
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INCLUSION NETWORK MEETINGS : SEPTEMBER 2017 
 

Delapre Golf Course : Tuesday  26th September 4.00pm - 6.00pm 
 

Kettering Conference Centre :  Thursday 28th September 4.00pm - 6.00pm 
 

4:00 – 4:15pm Introductions and news 
 

Charlie Furniss  
Fairfields TSA  

4:15 – 4:50pm  Yvonne Needham Emotional Literacy Support Assistant 
(ELSA) 
Northamptonshire Educational 
Psychology Service 

4:50 – 5:20pm SEND Strategy 2017-202 Gwyn Botterill 
Sarah Stoppani 

5:20 -5:50pm Using restorative justice to support 
learner behaviours 

Poppy Brennan – Psychology 
Assistant 

 
It is extremely helpful to us if attendees register in advance at: 

 

Northampton: https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/inclusion-network-meetings-northampton-tickets-
35341342908 

Kettering: https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/inclusion-network-meetings-kettering-tickets-35232607678 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

POSITIVE BEHAVIOUR, POSITIVE CHILDREN 
 

Facilitated by Ben Hughes of Inspired Children 

An invaluable course for anyone working with children in an under 5’s setting.  It promotes a 

series of strategies and techniques to promote positive behaviour which have been used in a 

wide range of environments including some where behaviour has been extremely challenging.  A 

new approach to managing behaviour with useful tips and methods that work in a front line 

situation. 

With advice on the stages of the case study process, from identifying what you want to evaluate 

to conducting a review, this course provides an invaluable guidance to evidencing the impact of 

your SEN programme. 

  

5th October 2017 – Holiday Inn, Bedford Road 9:30am-12:30pm  
 

https://positivechildren.eventbrite.couk 
 



 

 

 

MAKING MATHS MEMORABLE 
Facilitated by Jo Brooks – Maths SLE 

An opportunity to explore multi-sensory teaching in maths, why it is an effective approach for a 

range of learners and some practical ideas to get you started!  The focus will be on developing 

number sense using structured visual images that the children can manipulate in order to support 

fluency. 

This course is useful for KS1 and those working with children with maths difficulties in KS2.  

  

16th November 2017 – St James Primary School 4:00-6:00pm  
 

https://positivechildren.eventbrite.couk 

 

 

ONLINE PROVISION MAPPING TOOL 
For SENCOs who need to stay organised, track provisions and 
interventions, Provision Map is the software that reduces workload 
and frees up time to spend with pupils. 

 

 Get a snapshot of provisions in your school 

 Work closer with parents using the ability to share plans securely online 

 Enable staff to access plans for each pupil 

 Access a target bank of over 1000 targets (constantly updated) 

Do you already use Learning Plans and Provision Maps?  Would you like additional training or support 
to make sure you are getting the best from the program?  All online training and support is included in 
your package.  So why not make contact? support@edukey.co.uk 
For users of Learning Plans and Provision Maps, Edukey would like to run a support/focus group (with 
lunch provided) to look at future developments for the program, likely to take place in the Summer term.  
Please contact Abigail at Edukey to express your interest. 
Intrigued by the above, not already a user?  Request a free online demonstration from Edukey.  Schools 
in the Fairfields Alliance benefit from a 10% discount on the quoted prices.   
 

SWITCH ON READING 
 

Are you looking for Professional Development for support staff and an intervention for 

struggling readers? 

Switch-on reading in a Teaching Assistant led reading and intervention for vulnerable, 

underachieving children and young people working below the expected standard in Key Stages 

1, 2 and 3 as well as in Special schools. 

This text reading intervention, using finely graded book banded texts, which has been evaluated 

by the Education Endowment Foundation and found to be effective in Northamptonshire schools.  

For further information, please see Sue Tomalin who is the accredited trainer for 

Northamptonshire. 

sue.tomalin@btconnect.com or visit www.switchon-literacy.co.uk  

mailto:support@edukey.co.uk
mailto:sue.tomalin@btconnect.com


 

 

 

 PROVISION MAPPING 
 

Facilitated by Caroline Farmer – Leading SENCo 

This session is run by an experienced Leading SENCo, who will take you through the process of 

effective provision mapping, exploring online and paper based systems, and tracking for impact. 

The session will include looking at provisions, tracking these and to show impact of any 

additional spending. Schools need to be clear on how additional funding is used as an Ofsted 

requirement so this session will support how that information can be effectively monitored and 

presented. 

 

2nd November 2017 - Hunsbury Hill Centre - 10.00-12.00pm 

https://provisionmapping.eventbrite.co.uk  

 

 

 

INCLUSIVE DANCE TRAINING COURSE (IDT) 
 

This course is for anyone wanting to run or be involved with Inclusive Dance 
sessions. This course is suitable for dance teachers who wish to open their services 
to all abilities, those involved with sports and social groups and people with a focus 

on disability and the care environment.  There are no entry requirements for this course, other than an 
interest in learning more about the subject. The WDSA (UK) welcomes applications from people with 

any ability and with any impairment to train to lead Inclusive Dance. 
In taking the IDT you will learn about a variety of disabilities and impairments as well as basic 

physiology and mobility aids which you may encounter in your role as an Instructor.  You will also learn 
the fundamentals of instruction technique, choreography and adapting dances in a non-genre specific 

format for everyone along with how to set up and run a group.  
The IDT will equip you with the tools you need to start your journey into Inclusive Dance or develop your 

existing skills. 
The next two dates for the practical element of our course is the 4-6th September 2017 and 22nd -

24th January 2018 this will take place at our offices in Watford 
 

For further information, contact Patrick McGeough via email on patrick@wdsauk.co.uk 
  

DYSCALCULIA 
 

Facilitated by Hayley Isley – Numeracy SLE 
It Exists!  It is a Specific Learning Difficulty.  Unlike dyslexia, there is no formal 

diagnosis or assessment process, however, there are likely indicators and, if they are 
present, strategies you can use to support. 

This is a practical workshop full of ideas – an exploration of why some individual 
learners are not just “bad at maths”. 

 
7th November 2017 – Fairfields School – 4-6pm 

 
https://dyscalculia2.eventbrite.co.uk 

 

https://dyscalculia2.eventbrite.co.uk/


 BOXHALL PROFILE TRAINING 
 

Facilitated by Karen Smith – Leading SENCo 

There are a growing number of children in primary schools with social, emotional and mental 

health difficulties. Find out how the Boxall Profile can be used to support these children and gain 

an understanding of how you can use this information to plan support for children with SEMH 

difficulties in your school.  

 

14th November 2017 - Headlands School NN3 2NS - 4.00-6.00pm  

https://boxallprofiletraining.eventbrite.co.uk 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NEW TO SENCO ROLE 
 

Facilitated by Rachel Edkins and Sally Humphrey – Leading SENCos 

 

Are you new to the SENCo role and need some support and guidance in setting up systems, 

tracking mapping and showing progress for your learners? Two of our experienced Leading 

SENCOs cover the key information you will need within your role, making sure you are able to 

monitor, evaluate and review provisions. This programme runs over 4 sessions.  

 

Dates: 19.09.17/ 18.10.17/ 21.11.17/ 17.1.18  

All sessions 1.00-3.30pm at Hunsbury Hill Centre  

 

https://newtosenco.eventbrite.co.uk  

£160 for all four sessions per delegate 

 

COMPLETING EARLY HELP ASSESSMENTS (EHAs) 
 

Facilitated by Margaret Turnbull – Leading SENCo 

Are you new to the SENCo role or completing Early Help Assessments? Margaret Turnbull, an 

experienced Leading SENCo will take you through the process step-by-step so you can feel 

confident when completing them for your own pupils. Margaret has a wealth of experience so will 

also be able to answer questions on the process and supporting your learners.  

 

3rd October 2017 - Chiltern Primary School - 1.30-3.30pm  

https://completingehas.eventbrite.co.uk 

 

https://completingehas.eventbrite.co.uk/


 
 

 

SEND DESCRIPTORS 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 



 

 



 
 

 



 

                

                                            
The National Award for SEN Co-ordination 

Postgraduate Certificate 
Do you want to achieve a nationally recognised award as a Special Educational Needs  

Co-ordinator (SENCo)? 
Join us at the University of Northampton for our SENCo programme starting in October 

2017 
Completion of the course has been mandatory for the teacher designated as the SENCo since 2009. New 
SENCos must gain this qualification within three years of taking up their SENCo post. It may also be relevant 
for those aspiring to be SENCos or those who were already in the post of SENCo prior to 2009 and wish to 
pursue accredited professional development in this area. Completing the course entitles candidates with 60 
credits which can be used towards an MA in SEN and Inclusion.  
The programme is taught by experienced senior lecturers from the Faculty of Education and Humanities 
alongside local authority and teaching school partners who have expertise in Special Educational Needs. 
This programme is endorsed by NASEN.  
Training will take place at a local venue following an induction day at the University of Northampton’s Park 
Campus.  
 

The overall aims of the course are:  
 developing inclusive teaching approaches and co-ordinating provision for pupils with SEN and/or 

disabilities in their schools  

 applying methods to identify additional needs and monitor the progress of pupils with SEN and/or 
disabilities  

  instigating evidence-based, strategic approaches when deploying, supporting and managing other 
teaching and support staff  

 establishing networks and partnerships with other SENCos and local advisors  

The programme includes:  
 two modules each worth 30 Level 7 credits at Master's Level  

 face-to-face taught sessions (seven days in total spread across the academic year 2017-2018)  

 online support – discussion groups, networking  

 access to university support and services  

 mentor support  

Information and applications: senco@northampton.ac.uk Telephone: 01604-892042 
Website: http://www.northampton.ac.uk/study/courses/the-national-award-for-sen-co-ordination/ 

Cost - £1890 
Closing date for applications: Friday 29th September 2017 

Provisional Launch: Saturday 14th October 2017 

 



 

 
 

 
Cut-Off date for submission of articles for the next edition of Inclusion News is Friday 13th October 2017 



Please send articles to:  teachingschool@fairfields.northants.sch.uk clearly labelled FOR INCLUSION 
NEWS. 

mailto:teachingschool@fairfields.northants.sch.uk

