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Editor’s Note 

I am very pleased to be able to introduce this half-term's edition of Inclusion news.  Again, another short term so not a 
bumper edition, however, some interesting articles. 
 
In this edition, we are pleased to share with you the Edukey Provision Mapping Toolkit, providing templates and also 
access to plans for all staff.  A great resource and also includes a 10% discount for Fairfields Teaching School 
Alliance members.   
The Have A Go day for visually impaired learners is available to all learners with a visual impairment and focused on 
getting them involved in sports.  A great initiative with the session hosted by Kingsthorpe College.  Sport continues to 
be a theme with the Northamptonshire FA delivering a talent day for sporty learners from 11-16 with a passion for 
football. 
 
This edition also includes reference to the new high needs bench-marking tool provided by the Dfe.  This tool will 
provide you with all the information you need to prepare for 2017-18 and also into the next academic year.  The link 
for the tool is: https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/high-needs-funding-arrangements-2017-to-2018/high-
needs-funding-operational-guide-2017-to-2018 
 
Please do not forget some of the wonderful CPD sessions and network groups that are featured in this edition and the 
topics covered in the May Inclusion Network meetings are focused on supporting our more vulnerable learners, 
including young carers, those suffering bereavement and also those who have witnessed domestic abuse.  With 
children's mental health high on everyone's agenda, this is a really important session aimed at supporting staff to 
guide learners through difficult times.  In addition to this, the sessions will also include the updated descriptors tool 
which has been worked on and developed by a team of SENCOs with NCC. 
 
We would also not wish you to overlook the dates for the upcoming conferences:  The Special Schools and Units 
Conference on 16th June is not only for special schools but also for mainstream schools with specific provision.  The 
Annual Inclusion Conference is always popular across the county and this is held on 10th November. 
 
Finally, I want to extend a huge thank you to Michael for all his work on Inclusion news.  I hope the team of Leading 
SENCOs and myself continue to keep you informed with the same enthusiasm and professionalism as he has done. 
 
Have a restful and safe Easter break. 
 
Charlie Furniss 
 

Having edited Inclusion News for the last 6 years, I am handing over with great confidence to Charlie Furniss (new 
Teaching School Lead at Fairfields Teaching School Alliance) and the editorial team of Leading SENcos.  I am sure 
that Inclusion News will continue to be an important source of information for SENCos across our County and I wish 
everyone great success in the future in maximising progress and opportunities for pupils with SEND. The dedication 
and energy of SENcos in schools up and down Northamptonshire never ceases to impress 
 
Michael Thompson 

March 2017  

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/high-needs-funding-arrangements-2017-to-2018/high-needs-funding-operational-guide-2017-to-2018
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/high-needs-funding-arrangements-2017-to-2018/high-needs-funding-operational-guide-2017-to-2018


 

INCLUSION NETWORK MEETINGS : MAY 2017 
 

“Greens” Collingtree Park Golf Club : Tuesday 2nd May 4.00pm - 6.00pm 
 

Kettering Conference Centre :  Thursday 4th May 4.00pm - 6.00pm 
 

4:00 – 4:15pm Introductions and news Charlie Furniss  
Fairfields TSA  

4:15 – 4:50pm  The Young Carers in Schools 
Programme 

Joanna Johnson  
Northamptonshire Young Carers 
Service 

4:50 – 5:25pm Pupils exposed to domestic abuse Unity Harding Northamptonshire 
Educational Psychology Service 

 

5:25 -6:00pm Supporting pupils through loss and 
bereavement 

Maureen Leipins  
Northamptonshire Educational 
Psychology Service  

 
It is extremely helpful to us if attendees register in advance at 

Northampton: https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/inclusion-network-meetings-northampton-tickets-

25428201435 

Kettering: https://inclusionnetworkmeetingkettering.eventbrite.co.uk  

DRAFT AGENDA FOR INCLUSION NETWORK MEETINGS IN JULY: 

 Melanie Pearson – new role – Advanced Nurse Practitioner CYP ADHD + ASD what is on offer? 

 How do SENCos work effectively with other subject leaders? Lesley Tobin + Jack Davies (Thrapston 
Primary) 

 Gwyn Botterill’s Annual State of the Nation Address (SEND Conversions – the end is in sight! 
20:20 vision outcomes and update on High Needs Funding, grants and EHC plans. 

 

ONLINE PROVISION MAPPING TOOL 
For SENCOs who need to stay organised, track provisions and 
interventions, Provision Map is the software that reduces workload and 
frees up time to spend with pupils. 

 

 Get a snapshot of provisions in your school 

 Work closer with parents using the ability to share plans securely online 

 Enable staff to access plans for each pupil 

 Access a target bank of over 1000 targets (constantly updated) 

Do you already use Learning Plans and Provision Maps?  Would you like additional training or support to 
make sure you are getting the best from the program?  All online training and support is included in your 
package.  So why not make contact? support@edukey.co.uk 
For users of Learning Plans and Provision Maps, Edukey would like to run a support/focus group (with 
lunch provided) to look at future developments for the program, likely to take place in the Summer term.  
Please contact Abigail at Edukey to express your interest. 
Intrigued by the above, not already a user?  Request a free online demonstration from Edukey.  Schools in 
the Fairfields Alliance benefit from a 10% discount on the quoted prices.   

 

https://inclusionnetworkmeetingkettering.eventbrite.co.uk/
mailto:support@edukey.co.uk


Have a go day! 
 
We are delighted to announce registration is 
now open for the BBS Northampton Have a 
Go Day. Join us on Saturday 11th March 
2017 for a fun filled day offering anyone with 
a visual impairment the opportunity to try new 
activities. Register Today!  
Have a Go Days are multi-sport taster events 
providing blind and partially sighted people 
opportunities to try a wide range of sports. 

The day is entirely free and activities 
including football, running, cricket, goalball, 
football, judo and golf will be available. Our 
friendly staff and coaches will be on hand 

throughout the day to answer any question. 
Siblings welcome! 

 
Date: Saturday 11th March 9:30-3pm 

Venue: Kingsthorpe Community College, 

Boughton Green Road, Northampton  
NN2 7HR 

 
To find out the latest information about British 
Blind Sport Have a Go Days please visit the 

BBS Events page: 
http://britishblindsport.org.uk/have-a-go-

days/enter-title-he/ 
Contact: Lauren Impey 
Email: participation@britishblindsport.org.uk  
Telephone: 01926 424 247. 
 

 

New DfE benchmarking tool for high needs funding and provision 
 

The DfE have just published a new high needs benchmarking tool to help compare high needs provision 
and spending between local authorities. This brings together information that was previously in the public 
domain, but now makes it very easy to compare how local authorities are choosing to allocate their high 

needs funding. 
 

 

 

 

 

http://britishblindsport.org.uk/have-a-go-days/enter-title-he/
http://britishblindsport.org.uk/have-a-go-days/enter-title-he/
http://naht-email.org.uk/3OT7-6C4G-1GEU0X-38RKO-1/c.aspx


 

 
 

Richard Hirstwood: Multi-sensory learning & 
environments for people with SEN 
 
This one day course is for everyone involved in 
developing multi-sensory environments within a special 
school or provision 

 

9:00am Registration and welcome 
 
9:15am An introduction to sensory learning 
What are learning styles? How can we identify a learner’s 
strengths and possible barriers to learning to ensure continued progress? Once learning strengths/ 
weaknesses are identified, how can we modify the environment to ensure that the individual is able to be 
fully supported to participate in the learning experiences offered?  This session can be linked to the 
‘Sensory Audit’ session, which will deliver tools/strategies to assess classroom & other learning 
environments. 
 
Using a multi-sensory room effectively 
Understanding how to best use key pieces of multi-sensory equipment will maximise the impact of this room 
or space on an individual’s learning.  Viewing each piece of equipment as a ‘tool’, which can produce a 
specific outcome, will ensure that targeted sensory objectives are focused upon rather than having 
everything switched on at once. We’ll also look at how to link sensory learning in the sensory room with 
sensory learning opportunities outside of it. 

 
12.30pm Lunch will be provided 

  
1:15pm Building a sensory classroom.   
Most learners with complex or moderate needs and autism, who benefit from a sensory learning approach, 
need a consistently supportive sensory learning environment at all times.  How can we engineer the 
classroom environment to do this? What is a good basis/structure for a sensory classroom?  We have ideas 
for small scale sensory environments to bigger themed teaching & learning spaces.  Embedding 
digital/mobile technology also delivers an inclusive/interactive element to a teaching space. 

  
Sensory on a shoestring 
Sensory equipment doesn’t have to be expensive!   There are many things from pound shops and, of 
course, suppliers like ‘Ikea’ which can be used in sensory sessions. Although cheaper than commercial 
sensory equipment there are still powerful motivators and the techniques and effects need to be 
understood. We always have new and innovative ideas for ‘sensory on a shoestring’. 
 
3:30pm: Close 
 

Course fee: £165 (including lunch) 
Location: The Bee Hive, Harborough Road, Kingsthorpe, Northampton, NN2 8LR 

When: Thursday 15th June 2017 
 

NB Early booking is advisable. To secure your place please book via our online shop with this link: 
http://bit.ly/MultisensoryUON 

To cancel your booking or for any queries, e-mail steve.cullingford-agnew@northampton.ac.uk 
Cancellations received later than 14 days prior to the start of the course are not eligible for refund. 

 

 

 

http://bit.ly/MultisensoryUON
mailto:steve.cullingford-agnew@northampton.ac.uk


 

 

 
 

Very Special Mathematics with Les Staves 
For pupils working at the early stages of 
development 
 
This one day course is for everyone involved in teaching 

mathematics within a special school or provision 
 
9:15am: Rhythm of Life -Mathematics for very special 
pupils  
 
This session outlines important aspects of teaching mathematics and the skills of ‘learning to learn’ to pupils 
with severe, complex, or profound learning difficulties. It also discusses how ‘mathematics’ relates to their 
real lives and illustrates aspects of their development that are fundamental to learning.  
 
11:15am: Count me in 
 
Exploring the earliest levels of Numeracy developing from ‘Number Sense’ The session highlights skills and 
knowledge that underpin the beginnings of learning to count. 
 
12:30pm: Lunch will be provided 
 
The afternoon sessions will provide material that will directly help those who work with pupils at P levels to 
make interpretations of the national framework and provide teaching that is relevant for their pupils. 
 
1:15pm – 3:30pm Special delivery 
Arranging access to an appropriate mathematics curriculum. This will include ideas about relevant 
content/activity and opportunity to discuss the nature of pupil’s progress. 
What’s in the mathemagical boxes-resources that could be used in lessons? Staff will have the opportunity 
to handle the resources, and discuss ways in which they could be used with their pupils including activities 
and the related stories from the big boxes. 

 
Course fee: £165 (including lunch) 

Location: The Bee Hive, Harborough Road, Kingsthorpe, Northampton, NN2 8LR 
Date: Friday 26th May 2017.  Registration & refreshments 9.00am and 3:30pm close. 

 
NB Early booking is advisable. To secure your place please book via our online shop with this link: 

http://bit.ly/MathsSEN-UON 
To cancel, you must inform us by emailing steve.cullingford-agnew@northampton.ac.uk 

Cancellations received later than 14 days prior to the start of the course are not eligible for refund. 
Any queries please email Steve. 

 

                                      
 

 

 
 
 
 

http://bit.ly/MathsSEN-UON
mailto:steve.cullingford-agnew@northampton.ac.uk


 England Talent Day 

Have you ever wondered how The FA identifies a talented footballer to represent England & Great Britain in 

World and Paralympic Competition? 

Does your school have any keen sportsmen or women, between the ages of 11 – 16 whom have any of the 

following impairments: Amputee, Deaf, Cerebral Palsy, Learning Disability, Partially Sighted or Blind? 

Well, this is where it all starts... This spring, The Northamptonshire FA is delivering FREE England Talent Days to find 

the next England disability football star. The event will be taking place on Sunday 2nd April, 11am – 1pm at Thomas 

Beckett School, Northampton, NN3 6HT.  

Players will experience a morning of football where they will be observed by FA scouts with a view to selection for 

County, Regional or National Squads (this may include selection for an England Disability Squad). Following The FA 

England Talent Day, players will be directed to and be supported to access appropriate opportunities in football that 

matches their ability levels and aspirations.  

Any boys or girls in school years 7 – 11 are eligible to attend the day, with The FA targeting the following impairment 

groups: Amputee, Blind, Deaf, Cerebral Palsy, Learning Disability or Partially Sighted.  

What would we like from you? - discuss with colleagues and research using school databases to find out if there are 

any eligible players within your school. Hand those players the attached flyer, letter and registration form, explain 

the day in more depth and leave it with them to make the decision. 

To register for the England Talent Day follow this link or fill out the registration form attached. 

For more information visit our website    

 

 

SELECTIVE/SITUATIONAL MUTISM SPECIAL INTEREST GROUP 

Do you work with a child with selective / situational Mutism ? It can be a challenging and long term road. If you are 
using a 1-1 intervention for mutism such as The Selective Mutism Resource Manual Alison Wintgens and Maggie 
Johnson or Breaking Barriers and would like to meet with others for encouragement, experience sharing and mutual 
support then there will be a chance to meet up on    

May 18th 2017 2pm at Vernon Terrace Primary School, Northampton. 

Contact Alison Steele asteele@vernonterrace.net if you intend to come. 

(Please note this is not a training session ) 

 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfP-Wg_U2OmtWCN4T0BzRfJPFhP89TnA37ZH55J-zd1C2VS9g/viewform#responses
https://www.northamptonshirefa.com/news/2017/jan/england-talent-day-for-players-with-disabilities-and-or-sensory-impairments
mailto:asteele@vernonterrace.net


 
 

WHAT IS THE POINT OF GUIDED READING? 
The return of Lindsay Pickton! 

Lindsay Pickton's "Yes he can" presentation at our Annual Inclusion Conference was a barnstorming 
success. Entertaining, thoughtful, provocative and expert. 

During that presentation he had some very pointed things to say about guided reading ... mainly, we have 
lost the plot about what it is really for. We need to return to a focus on real comprehension, without 
which reading is a pointless exercise.   Delegates decided "We need a Lindsay Pickton workshop on 

guided reading" This is it!   
 

Friday 28th April - Kettering Park Hotel 1.00-4.00pm 
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/what-is-the-point-of-guided-reading-tickets-29691724748 

  

 

SUPPORTING EAL PUPILS ARRIVING IN KS2 
 

Judith Bloomfield + colleagues : Spring Lane Primary School 

Spring Lane Primary School share their well established and successful approaches to ensuring pupils with 

EAL arriving into KS2 make the best start possible and have the support they need to access to curriculum 

in a meaningful way. The challenges can be slightly different than for pupils coming into reception and 

progressing through the school. This would be excellent training for all our Alliance schools, but particularly 

for smaller rural schools unused to this scenario, for whom the arrival of such a pupil might be a "one-off". 

17th May - Kingsthorpe College 1:15-3:30pm 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/supporting-pupils-with-eal-arriving-in-ks2-tickets-29641573745 

  

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

CUED ARTICULATION 
Karen Smith - Leading SENco and Deputy Headteacher at Headlands Primary School 

  

Lots of children have difficulties producing speech sounds, Cued Articulation supports children's 

development of speech sounds by teaching them hand signals they can use to help them remember 

how to make the sounds. 

The signals are related to where and how in the mouth the sounds are made. Come along and find 

out how you can use this in school to support your children's speech sound development.  

  

6th June 2017 - Headlands Primary School 4:00-6:00pm  

https://cuedarticulation.eventbrite.co.uk   

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/what-is-the-point-of-guided-reading-tickets-29691724748
https://cuedarticulation.eventbrite.co.uk/


 
The National Award for SEN Co-ordination Postgraduate 

Certificate
 

Do you want to achieve a nationally recognised award as a Special Educational Needs  
Co-ordinator (SENCo)? 

Join us at the University of Northampton for our SENCo programme starting in October 
2017 

Completion of the course has been mandatory for the teacher designated as the SENCo since 2009. New 
SENCos must gain this qualification within three years of taking up their SENCo post. It may also be relevant for 
those aspiring to be SENCos or those who were already in the post of SENCo prior to 2009 and wish to pursue 
accredited professional development in this area. Completing the course entitles candidates with 60 credits 
which can be used towards an MA in SEN and Inclusion.  
The programme is taught by experienced senior lecturers from the Faculty of Education and Humanities 
alongside local authority and teaching school partners who have expertise in Special Educational Needs. This 
programme is endorsed by NASEN.  
Training will take place at a local venue following an induction day at the University of Northampton’s Park 
Campus.  
 

The overall aims of the course are:  
 developing inclusive teaching approaches and co-ordinating provision for pupils with SEN and/or 

disabilities in their schools  

 applying methods to identify additional needs and monitor the progress of pupils with SEN and/or 
disabilities  

  instigating evidence-based, strategic approaches when deploying, supporting and managing other 
teaching and support staff  

 establishing networks and partnerships with other SENCos and local advisors  

 

The programme includes:  
 two modules each worth 30 Level 7 credits at Master's Level  

 face-to-face taught sessions (seven days in total spread across the academic year 2017-2018)  

 online support – discussion groups, networking  

 access to university support and services  

 mentor support  

 
Information and applications: senco@northampton.ac.uk Telephone: 01604-892042 

Website: http://www.northampton.ac.uk/study/courses/the-national-award-for-sen-co-ordination/ 
Cost - £1890 

Closing date for applications: Friday 29th September 2017 
Provisional Launch: Saturday 14th October 2017 

 
 



 



 
 



 
 

Cut-Off date for submission of articles for the next edition of Inclusion News is Friday 19th May 2017 
Please send articles to:  teachingschool@fairfields.northants.sch.uk clearly labelled FOR INCLUSION 
NEWS. 

mailto:teachingschool@fairfields.northants.sch.uk

