
 

 

Local Offer Workstream 14th July 2015  

 

Present:  Kathy Forsdyke, Anne Wakeling, Andy Smith, Sandra Mole, Ashley Poulton, David 

Johnson, Heidi Redmond 

Apologies Rob Fuller, Rachel Akers and Diane Chandler 

Sandra was welcomed to the Workstream joining as an early years representative.  

1. Matters arising from the last meeting : 

i. Quality Management of Local Offer providers: 

Kathy is presenting to the Quality Board on 4th August for advice 

ii. CAF is now known as Early Help Assessment and the Local Offer has been updated to 

reflect this. 

iii. Self Assessment/Local Offer Audit 

NPFG and Kathy are currently conducting a peer review with Derbyshire County Council 

and are meeting with them in Leicester on 16th July to discuss the results 

iv. Children in the Secure Estate 

Anne reported that these children’s needs will be recorded on their EHC plans and they 

are able to obtain advice and support from IASS, which always includes information on 

the Local Offer 

v. Continuing Care 

Colleagues in the health service had provided updated information and this is now 

reflected on the Local Offer  

2. Local Offer 

i. The work to the Information and Articles tab has now been completed and is a definite 

improvement to the results  

ii. Proposals have been submitted to the web-team for the Easy Read tile and My Adult Life 

and it is hoped to be able to use the Shooting Stars cartoons for the tile. A customized 

search function is being discussed, which will pre filter, and also a map search. The map 

search has proved quite challenging for our IT team, but now waiting for specifications 

and costs.  

iii. Leaflets were distributed with the agenda for consideration: 

Waiting for the e-safety officer to approve the online safety leaflet and then agreed to 



 

 

publish 

Keeping safe was agreed by the Workstream for publication  

Jackie from ADHD had been consulted about the ADHD leaflet and it was agreed to go 

ahead with publishing with any comments taken on board 

Nicola from the Autism Out Reach team had been consulted about the Autism leaflet, 

and the Workstream asked that Kathy send it to Autism Concern for their opinion too.  

Kathy will review the moving into adult services and amend as discussed and distribute to 

the Workstream for further consideration.  

iv. The Viewpoint questionnaire is now being developed to ask young people with SEN and 

disability their opinions on the Local Offer. This should be available by the start of the 

academic year.  

 

v. Feedback received since the last meeting was distributed and discussed.  Kathy had 

spoken personally to one of the contributors who had a negative experience, and hoped 

that that work to the Info and Articles tab would help  but it was noted that as there 

were only 2 out of 23 comments that were less than positive, no further action should be 

taken at this point.  But the Workstream will continue to monitor it.  

 

The Dept for Education is checking Local Offers for evidence of feedback, and the Local 

Offer team now have web editing rights to the web pages.  Feedback had been sought 

from caseworkers, EHC officers, Early Years providers and parent volunteers.  

 

vi. Filming.  

Ashley had arranged for a filming session with Shooting Stars to take place at Greenfields 

School.  The group were filmed using their i-pads and in personal interviews. More 

footage is needed, and it would be good to be able to have the group of young people 

from Malcolm Arnold Academy involved, but there may be insufficient time.  

 

3. Education 

i. A schools audit had taken place for the final time and those schools not yet publishing a 

current policy that reflects the Code of Practice had all been phoned. More than 80% of 

Northamptonshire schools have complied with the regulations.  The remainder will be 

written to asking them to ensure that they comply as soon as possible.  

ii. Heidi was asked if the Inclusion network could identify groups of young people in schools 

to complete the Viewpoint survey when it is available in the new academic year.  



 

 

iii. A survey had been sent via the Visual Impairment Team, with one very positive feedback 

from a parent about the Local Offer, but highlighting some technical issues with Browse 

Aloud that had been reported to the web- team to investigate.  

4. Health 

Helen Adams contract is now drawing to a close and it appears unlikely that there will be any 

extension in its current format.  

5. Care 

i. Adult Care is now linked on the Local Offer on the features bar at the bottom of every 

page 

ii. Transitions work (linking old web site) has been completed and now  waiting for the new 

web-pages to be launched via Michael Shelton.  

iii. The Short Breaks statement is missing from the NCC web-pages and it is a requirement 

that the Local Offer provides the link to the information. Two queries had been received 

for this, and Caroline Tote had been contacted. Andy Smith agreed to look into finding 

out what is happening.  

iv. Andy asked if the Local Offer could come and talk to a Disabled Children’s Team meeting, 

which was agreed. 

v. Ashley is meeting with Caroline Tote and will include the Local Offer on their agenda. 

vi. Kathy has been asked to talk to the Social Work Academy students about the Local Offer. 

Kathy will talk to Anne to ensure no duplication for the students.  

6. Any Other Business 

i. Summer Sendsation 

the co-production of this event continues to be planned for 13th September. We need as 

much publicity to families and parents as possible 

ii. Future Governance of Local Offer 

The first year of the Workstream is now completed and it is a good time to review the 

Terms of Reference and make plans for the long term governance of the Local Offer.  All 

to consider and provide ideas.  

iii. Kathy suggested that another hands on session be organised to review the Local Offer. 

All agreed that this would be a good idea.  More scenarios would be helpful.  


