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Welcome…
to the summer edition of SNIX NEWS,  
a newsletter for children with special 
educational needs or disabilities and  
their families.

If you need further information or  
details about any article in this or any 
other issue of SNIX NEWS please email: 
localoffer@northamptonshire.gov.uk

www.northamptonshire.gov.uk/localoffer

SNIX NEWS is compiled by the  
Local Offer Team.

Northamptonshire’s Local Offer 
When Ofsted visited the local area in May 2018, 
parents told them that they hadn’t heard of the 
Local Offer. Ofsted thought this was a shame as 
they consider Northamptonshire’s Local Offer to be 
“Easily accessible to stakeholders. It is 
comprehensive, informative and straightforward 
to navigate, and has an active social media 
profile.” 
Following the comments from this inspection, the Local 
Offer Governance Group suggested all schools be 
contacted to ask them to signpost parents to the Local 
Offer website and to ask if they wanted staff from the 
Local Offer to come along to parent evenings or parent 
groups. We have been invited to quite a few schools and 
groups so far and really enjoy coming out to meet parents 
and their sons and daughters and hope that we can help 
you to find information.  If you want us to come to your 
group, please let us know. 

We also visit professional groups and in May this year  
I have been invited to speak to a group of GP’s so that  
they can share it with parents too. 

I hope that all of these ideas will help parents to find 
out that the Local Offer is an information site for 
Northamptonshire. The website works well on phones  
and tablets as well as on computers. 

The website has a large library of articles and information 
that cover speech and language tips, physiotherapy tips, 
information for families who have a child with a sensory 
impairment, as well as factsheets that the Local Offer has 
created with useful links and information based on specific 
diagnosis. 

There is also a webpage which has books and games that 
have been recommended. 

As part of the plan for making the Local Offer available for 
people who are not on the internet, we produce the SNIX 
magazine which goes out to over 1900 families and 200 
professionals who have signed up to use it.  And of course 
lots of you follow us on social media. 

If you have any information that you think should be on the 
Local Offer, if you would like to find out about something 
that isn’t on it, please let us know. 

Kathy, Local Offer
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Shooting Star Edward has produced this report 
about applying for a bus pass for the SNIX 
magazine. 

Shooting Stars young people have been working 
with Transport and Stage Coach about how to make 
travelling within the county more accessible for SEND 
young people in the area. The young people found out 
the following information and process:

How to access a concessionary bus pass 
for SEND young people

• Go to your local library and ask for an application 
form from the reception.

• Once completed you need to take the form to your 
doctor to complete.

• Take the completed form back to your library where 
they will take your picture for the bus pass.

• You should receive your new bus 
pass in the post within 7 days.

More information is on the Local Offer 
with some useful web 
links, search for  
‘bus pass’ or if you 
are reading this online, 
follow the embedded 
links. 

Did you know that a 
disabled person’s bus 
pass will allow you 
free travel on local 
buses anywhere in 
England from 9.30am to 
11.00pm, and all day at 
weekends and on bank 
holidays?

Shooting Stars

Children First Northamptonshire 
On Tuesday 3rd April 2018, the name of 
Northamptonshire County Council’s Children,  
Families and Education directorate changed  
to Children First Northamptonshire. 

This change is a key part of the council’s Children’s 
Services transformation programme which is funded 
by the Department for Education and signifies what the 
organisation, together with our partners, is passionate 
about achieving. 

Children First Northamptonshire Director, Lesley 
Hagger said: “Our new name is our enduring promise 
to children, young people and families across the 
county. It provides a springboard for us to transform 
our services for them, and signifies a step change in 
our culture. Along with this, it reflects the dedication 
of the children’s workforce across the county council 
and our partner organisations, and how, through our 
work together we put children and young people first in 
Northamptonshire.” 
Children First Northamptonshire is still part of the 
county council and will continue to work closely with 
its partners to deliver a range of statutory, regulated 
and targeted services for children, young people and 
families. 

Lesley added: “We are exactly the same, we simply 
have a new name and logo which will really help to 
move our services for children, young people and 
families forward. We have a strong future as a highly 
skilled children’s workforce and I’m excited about 
what we will achieve together as the Children First 
Northamptonshire team.” 
The Children First Northamptonshire team will continue 
to work together with partners as it currently does. All 
systems and routes of contact in place will continue as 
they are now. There are some changes as Children First 
Northamptonshire was introduced: 

Contact details 
NCC staff in the Children First Northamptonshire 
directorate now have a new email address. Existing 
NCC email addresses will continue to work and will 
be automatically forwarded to the new Children First 
Northamptonshire email address. 

Phone numbers will remain the same, as will existing 
methods of contacting Northamptonshire County 
Council.

http://www3.northamptonshire.gov.uk/councilservices/children-families-education/SEND/local-offer/transport/2586-disabled-persons-bus-pass-ncc
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An article from the SEN SCHOOL 
TRANSPORT department for parents.  
Each year in September, Northamptonshire Highways 
transport team organises journeys for over 1,300 SEN 
children per school day to schools and colleges within 
Northamptonshire and beyond. Quite often these 
arrangements may be happening for the first time or may 
have had changes to them.  

For those that are entitled (please see Northamptonshire 
County Council’s website for details concerning 
eligibility), transport can be arranged by 
Northamptonshire County Council. 

Whether it is your child’s first time on transport in 
September or they have travelled before, the start of 
a new academic term can be daunting for everyone 
concerned. 

For the first couple of weeks of the new academic term 
in September, this can cause anxiety for all concerned. 
During this peak period it may be more difficult to 
contact us with any issues or queries. Your child is 
important to us and we will respond as soon as we can. 
Please use some of these ways to get in touch with us.  
Customer Services enquiries: 0300 126 1000

General Enquiries
• If you have any general queries about transport, 

please send these to sentransport@kierwsp.co.uk. 

I don’t know if I have transport arranged
• All transport applications will receive an 

acknowledgement of receipt, if you have not 
received this, please resend your application to the 
following e-mail address:  
transportapplications@kierwsp.co.uk

• Transport arrangements will be confirmed one week 
prior to the start of the academic term. If you have 
not received this then do please contact us via the 
following e-mail address:  
transportapplications@kierwsp.co.uk 

• If you have already requested transport and your 
application has been declined, please be aware 
that there is an appeals process that can currently 
be found on the Northamptonshire County Council 
website.

• Remember that if you have previously applied for 
either 16+ or non-entitled transport, these have to be 
applied for on an annual basis

On the first day of transport
• On the first day of term, please ensure that your 

child is ready at least 5 minutes prior to the pick-up 
time. Please bear in mind that transport times can 
be different during the first few weeks of any new 
academic term while everyone gets used 
to the route. 

How is Your Son or Daughter Going to  
Get to School in the Next Academic Year? 

Continued

Blue Badges
You can apply for or renew a Blue Badge if  
you are resident in Northamptonshire and if 
you meet the eligibility criteria.
The Blue Badge costs £10 and usually lasts for three 
years or until Higher Rate Mobility Component of the 
Disability Living Allowance or Personal Independence 
Payment expires (if this is less than 3 years).

The assessment process may take up to 6 weeks 
following receipt of your completed application and all 
supporting evidence. 

Use the Blue Badge eligibility tool on the .Gov.uk site 
to apply. And please take care as there are third party 
companies that try to make you pay for this and any 
fee paid will not go towards the issuing of a badge by 
Northamptonshire County Council. 

You should apply to renew your badge 8 weeks 
before it is due to expire – no reminders are sent 
out by the Local Authority. 

Applying or renewing online in a library
Your local library may offer a free checking service with 
online blue badge applications and renewals.

Library computers will be available for you to 
complete your application but you will need to be 
able to use a computer mouse and keyboard to 
do this. If you would like help in building confidence 
using a computer please talk to staff who will be happy 
to arrange an appointment with an IT Buddy volunteer.

Library staff will be able to take your photo for online 
Blue Badge applications (provided you have not already 
submitted the application) but please note that they 
cannot take payment for you. You will need to pay 
online with a credit or debit card, or send your payment 
separately by Royal Mail.

mailto:transportapplications%40kierwsp.co.uk?subject=
http://www3.northamptonshire.gov.uk/councilservices/northamptonshire-highways/parking/Pages/blue-badge.aspx#eligible
https://www.gov.uk/apply-blue-badge
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If during this period, you have not received your pick up 
after ½ hour, please do contact the office on the following 
number: 01604 364403

When things do not go according to plan
If you need to contact us about any issues on transport 
this should be made via the following e-mail address: 
transportissues@kierwsp.co.uk 
Please let us know if you have to cancel transport for any 
reason (you will also need to call the operator). 
Please let us know if you have a complaint about the 
vehicles or transport.  Any problems with your transport 
provider need to be reported to us as soon as they 
happen. It is much better to deal with problems before 
they reach breaking point. Due to our contractual 
requirements it is difficult for us to terminate a contract 
if we have not given the operator time to rectify any 
situation. Therefore it is very important for issues to be 
reported to us by e-mail to: 
transportissues@kierwsp.co.uk  
• If you have made a 16+ transport application 

during August or September, these may not be 
administered until the October half term and therefore 
you will need to make other arrangements at your 
own expense until we have contacted you about your 
application. 

Whilst the summer holidays may seem like they are never 
ending, quite often we all get to the end of them and 
wonder where it has all gone. Whilst each child’s needs 
and family circumstances may be different, and therefore 
each mode of transport is not entirely suitable each time, 
there are some things that can be done over the holiday 
period that can help matters be less stressful at the start 
of term.  
The buses and transport page on Northamptonshire 
County Council’s website (http://www3.
northamptonshire.gov.uk/councilservices/
northamptonshire-highways/buses/Pages/default.
aspx) has various resources to help including bus 
timetables, cycling and cycle hire. For those that will be 
travelling by foot, cycle, bus or by car, it is recommended 
that you trial any routes to become familiar with them 
before the start of the term. The use of photos of various 
parts of the route can also be useful as visual preparation 
and can also be used within social stories. If you will be 
walking or sharing a lift with someone it may also be 
helpful to do a trial run with everyone concerned so that 
this also can help with familiarity on the first day. 
It is worth mentioning that whilst your child may not at 
the moment be able to travel by themselves, we are able 
to co-ordinate independent travel training which can 
help your daughter or son gain further independency 
and social opportunities enabling them to travel by 
themselves. For further information, please do contact us 

using the following e-mail address:   
sentransport@kierwsp.co.uk

Some tips:  
During the school holidays
• Create a one page profile with your child/school to 

introduce them to the transport staff and this will 
show your child as a person and not a diagnosis. 

• For those youngsters that have a high level of anxiety, 
contact can be made with the operator to arrange a 
pre-visit with the transport staff before the start of the 
academic term. Please let us know if this would help. 

• The use of social stories during the school holidays 
can help alleviate anxiety. 

• School transport is only available at the beginning 
and end of a normal school/college day, therefore 
you will need to make any necessary arrangements 
for any requirements falling outside of these times.

• Please be aware that if you have previously applied 
for either 16+ or non-entitled transport, these have to 
be applied on an annual basis and may be refused 
if we currently do not have transport available for 
them. However, during September routes and seats 
may become available and we will contact you 
accordingly if they do.

Have there been any changes lately?
• Please ensure that you update us with any changes 

to your personal details as soon as they happen. 
• Please let us know of your e-mail address if you 

have one as we can use these to communicate 
confirmation of transport arrangements and changes 
quickly. 

• Please be aware that we have to abide by all relevant 
UK and EU procurement legislation as well as the 
council’s policies and regulations and therefore we 
are unable to guarantee that the transport provider 
will remain the same throughout your child’s 
education

Our website has been updated over the last year so 
that it contains more information for our parents. Urgent 
messages and reminders regarding transport are shared 
through the Local Offer website and social media and 
so we encourage parents/carers to ensure that they are 
following the Local Offer either via twitter or Facebook to 
receive these.
Pupils who are in post-16 education in September 2018 
(year 12 and year 13) who need transport can now apply 
online, with a direct debit payments option. The online 
form should be completed by 31st May. Some pupils  
may qualify for a discounted price. Guidance notes are 
on the website.  
www.northamptonshire.gov.uk/schooltransport
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SENDS 4 DAD 
SENDS 4 DAD is a voluntary organisation that 
organises social events for dads to go to by 
themselves or with their Special Educational 
Needs/Disabled child. You do not have to 
have a diagnosis and your child can be of  
any age (even in adulthood). 

Our social events are very laid back, you will find 
friendly people that are in a similar situation to yourself, 
whilst you enjoy good conversation, possibly watch 
sport or play pool and darts whilst most importantly 
relaxing. There is no commitment to come every 
month or for the whole of the evening and you don’t 
have to drink alcohol if you don’t want to, the majority 
of our parents drink soft drinks.

We currently meet from 7:30pm at the main bar in the 
Obelisk Centre, Northampton, NN2 8UE on a monthly 
basis. These are generally on the second Monday of 
each month. The dates for our meetings in 2018 are  
as follows:

11th June 9th July

10th September 8th October

12th November 10th December

Further information about us and our events can be 
found on Facebook: 
 www.facebook.com/sends4dad and we are 
currently working on our website to provide further 
information and services: 
www.sends4dad.org.uk 

Alternatively you can e-mail us at: 
sends4dad@virginmedia.com 

SENDS 4 DAD – Family Fun Day 
Saturday 16th June family fun day to celebrate all the dads

12pm to 4pm
All families are welcome to come along to our event at 
the Obelisk Centre where we are pleased to announce 
that we will be joined on the day by Jurassic Alive as 
well as the following:

• Phoenix French bulldog rescue – come along and 
pet the French bulldogs that will be there.

• Geek Zone

• Sport 4 Fitness CIC – sports and games for you  
to try out on the day

• Sensory Sparkles

• Northamptonshire Carers

• The Local Offer

• Many more local groups and causes with activities

• Various stalls selling goods and food.

More information will be available from our  
Facebook page: 

 www.facebook.com/sends4dad 

For those attending please ensure that you park 
considerately.

We do have some limited 
spaces available for local 
groups so please do 
contact us if you would like  
to reserve a space/stall for 
the day.
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ADHD Matters 
Raising Awareness in Northamptonshire

Different Abilities – 
Support Group

Maplefields Circle of 
Friends – Annual Funday 

Do you look after a child with ADHD/ADD?
Call or email: Mon-Fri 9.30am—3pm

Tel: 01604 239200     

Email: zoe@adhdmatters.co.uk

Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder, 
Information Advice & Guidance Service

Supporting families and young people with ADHD/
ADD throughout Northamptonshire

We provide information and advice to 
help you to support your child’s needs and help you  
to find local services

We support you in getting the help you need to 
improve the quality of life and opportunities for your 
child, taking into account your needs as a carer and 
the effects on your family

Coronation Park Pavilion 
Elizabeth Street 
Corby 
NN17 1PN
• Support group for any parent or carer whose 
 life is touched by any type of additional needs or 
 disability.

• Available every Tuesday in term time 10–12pm

• Only £1 per session to contribute towards 
 refreshments

• Social meet-ups

• Friendship

• Advice and guidance

• Guest speakers from local authorities

• Wellbeing therapist once a month

• We only ask that you follow and respect the  
 group rules

Thank you to Northamptonshire Community 
Foundation for their support.

Saturday June 2nd 2018 
12–4pm

Coronation Park Pavilion 
Elizabeth Street 
Corby 
NN17 1PN

Maplefields Circle of Friends invites you to our 
annual funday.

• Face painting

• Inflatables

• Dance displays

• Petting zoo

• Children’s rides

• Stalls and much more!

Stalls available, please contact: 
mcfevents@outlook.com

or call: 07738491911

With thanks to: 
Tesco Bags of Help and Corby Borough Council

Fun for  all the  family!

ADHD Matters 
Raising Awareness in 

Northamptonshire 

Call us on: 01604 239200   Mobile:  07799 850033 
 

Email: jacky@adhdmatters.co.uk  or   
admin@adhdmatters.co.uk 

  

Website: www.adhdmatters.co.uk 
 

Write to:  39-42 Burlington House, 369 Wellingborough Road 
                    Northampton, NN1 4EU 

ADHD Matters   
ADHD Matters 2 Me 

Do you look after a child with 
ADHD/ADD? 

Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder,  
Information Advice and Information Advice & Guidance  

Service 
Supporting families and young people with ADHD/ADD and 

the professionals who support them throughout  
Northamptonshire 

We provide information and advice to help you to  
support your child’s needs and help you to find local  

services. 
We support you in getting the help you need to  

improve the quality of  life and opportunities for your 
child, taking into account your needs as a carer and 

the effects on your family. 

Summer Sendsation 2017 was sponsored by the following local organisations,  
 
 
 
 

SENDS for Dads,	  

Kier Transport,  

Sight and Sound Technology Ltd,  
 

 Sport4Fitness,	   

UNISON Northamptonshire County Branch,  

Teamwork Trust   

Tesco ( Mereway Store),  
 
Co-Op		
	
	
	
	
	
	
Northamptonshire	Community	Foundation		
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On Thursday 5th April 2018 Northants para 
– swimmer Ellie Robinson of Northampton 
Swimming Club won a gold medal for Team 
England in the S7 50m butterfly at the 
Commonwealth Games which were being  
held on the Gold Coast in Australia.

Having won her heat in a time of 36.38 seconds, 
Sixteen year old Ellie then went on to win the final 
in a highly impressive 35.72, beating Canada’s 
Sarah Mehain by nearly 2 seconds. What made 
this achievement even more incredible was the fact 
that the Northampton swimmer was the only S6 
classification swimmer in the race having to compete 
up a class against all the others who were S7’s.

All of this comes less than 6 years after Ellie was 
first discovered at a para – swimming talent ID event 
organised in partnership between Northamptonshire 
Sport, Swim England and Northampton Swimming 
Club just prior to the 2012 Olympics in London. 
Having impressed the coaches on the day Ellie joined 
Northampton Swimming Club shortly after the event. 

Then thanks to her hard work and that of the coaches 
at the club Ellie went on to win gold in the S6 50m 
Butterfly at the Rio Paralympics in 2016. Her year then 
finished on an extreme high when she won the BBC 
Young Sports Personality of the year award that  
same December.

Anyone with a disability, or sensory impairment who 
has been inspired by Ellie’s achievements and would 
like to get involved in para – swimming should contact 
Northampton Swimming Club on: 
01604 622264  
enquiries@northamptonswimming.com 
– for more information.

Thanks very much to Swim England and SWpix for 
use of their photograph!

Ellie Robinson Wins Gold for England on the Gold Coast

Credit: SWpix

FREE Have A Go Event
Sunday 27th May 1pm – 5pm @ Towcester Centre for Leisure

South Northants Disability Sports Forum is pleased  
to announce their first Have A Go event.

Range of inclusive sports and activities to try 
including football and golf on the all-weather pitch 
and tennis, trampolining, archery, badminton, New 
Age Kurling, martial art and boccia in the sports hall.  
These activities are programmed to run 1pm – 4pm.  
Between 4pm – 4:30pm there will be Aqua Aerobics 
in the pool followed by family swimming 4:30pm – 

5pm. Plus a range of information stalls and 
refreshments in the dance studio.

No need to book – come and join in the fun – there is 
something for all ages and abilities!

Contact Colin Hull on: 01327 322337 

or email: 
colin.hull@cherwellandsouthnorthants.gov.uk
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Daventry Phoenix Sports Academy
Daventry Phoenix is a non-profit charity organisation that has been 
operational in the Daventry area for over 50 years. Known primarily for 
its gymnastics classes, we have extended and refurbished our centre 
with trampolines, a multi-purpose sports hall and disabled access. 

With these new additions, we are aiming to become 
a centre of excellence for the SEN and disabled 
community by offering a specialised service that 
fits around your needs. Our new facilities mean that 
we are more accessible than ever; a new lift and 
automatic doors allows people with mobility issues to 
travel around the centre with ease, and our disabled 
changing rooms are fitted with toilets and showers to 
allow you the privacy you need.

The Rebound Therapy assists participants who have 
mild to severe physical disabilities and from mild to 
profound and multiple learning disabilities, including 
dual sensory impairment and autistic spectrum 
conditions. Classes engage key muscle groups, 
offering a chance to work the entire body for those 
with any mobility constraints as well as allowing 
a controlled bounce around with fun games. The 
programme can set individual goals for a student.  
Many parents and carers have seen a tremendous 
development from their sons and daughters joining 
in the classes, as they use their bodies in a safe 
and secure environment with many children gaining 
a further range of movement, supporting their own 
weight and balancing.

For any information about Rebound Therapy ask for 
Lara Bannigan on 01327 703864

Our ‘My Sports Clubs’ offers a new and exciting 
theme each week, such as boccia, kurling and polybat 
with mainstream sports such as badminton and 
hockey as well. The ‘My Sports Clubs’ are superb for 
anyone that wants a taster in as many different sports 
as possible. Our inclusive classes allow children to 
explore new games in their own speed, allowing them 
to explore in a non-structured manner in a comfortable 
environment. With lots of cognitive stimulation and 
time with other children, they are sure to gain a 
positive experience and come away with big smiles! 

Our Multi-Sports department has opened new classes 
to keep children fit and interested, offering a wide 
variety of games and activities to keep them smiling 
and laughing! With specific sport classes such as 
indoor football/futsal and basketball, your children will 
be learning key sport skills and developing their social 
network. These classes provide a great opportunity 
to let your children physically express themselves in a 
way that is constructive to their development. 

The club is open on Mondays to Saturdays and all 
classes and prices can be found on the website at 
www.daventryphoenixsportsacademy.org or you 
can call our reception on 01327 703864. 

For information about Rebound Therapy ask for Lara 
Bannigan and for information on any Multi-Sport class, 
ask for Keegan Barstow.
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News from the Government 
The Special Educational Needs Disability 
(SEND) tribunal is changing with a two-year 
national trial starting in April 2018
From 3 April 2018, the SEND tribunal will have some 
new powers and the SEND tribunal will be able to look 
at health and social care concerns too. Previously, the 
tribunal had no powers over the health and social care 
aspects of a plan. Now, all elements of a plan can be 
reviewed in one place as long as there is an education 
concern.

If you have concerns about the education sections of 
an Education, Health and Care (EHC) plan or about a 
local authority decision to not issue an EHC plan, you 
can go to the tribunal and ask for these concerns to be 
addressed. For these cases, you will now also be able 
to ask the tribunal to look at the health and social care 
sections of the EHC plan as long as the local authority 
decision happened on or after 3 April 2018 or the plan 
was issued or amended from 3 April 2018.

A health or social care complaint without a special 
educational concern does not enable you to use the 
SEND tribunal which must be “triggered” by the special 
educational concern.  More information on what is 
included in a special educational concern, and how to 
appeal, is set out on GOV.UK.

The judgements that the SEND tribunal makes about 
health and social care elements of an EHC plan are 
“non-binding”. This means that the law does not require 
health and social care commissioners to follow the 
judgements. 

Although the judgements are non-binding, the local 
authority and health care commissioners are expected 
to follow them and because they are recommendations 

from a specialist tribunal, they cannot be rejected 
lightly.

The health or social care commissioner must write to 
the family and the local authority within five weeks to tell 
them if they are going to follow the recommendations 
or not.  If they are then they need to explain the actions 
they are going to take. However, if they decide not to 
follow the tribunal judgement, they must explain why 
they are not following the tribunal’s recommendations. 
In these instances, you can still take your case to the 
relevant ombudsman (for social care or for health) and/
or judicial review as you can now. 

The government are trialling this new process for two 
years. At the end of the period, they will assess how 
well it has worked and make a decision on what 
happens next.  IFF Research will be contacting parents 
and young people who have been through the trial to 
find out about their experiences.  They will be gathering 
evidence to help the government make this decision.

More information can be found at:

• Your local Information, Advice and Support Service 
 (IASS) – IASS can provide free, impartial advice 
 about the law on SEN, local SEN arrangements and 
 support, the trial and your rights.  It can provide 
 support with managing appeals, including support 
 with preparing cases and attendance at hearings.

• GOV.UK Tribunal website – This includes advice on 
 making SEND appeals to the Tribunal and links to 
 the appeal form.

• Your local authority’s Local Offer – This contains 
 further information on the trial, including links to 
 other organisations that provide support.

• National trial toolkit – Key information and resources 
 will be shared as the trial progresses, including a 
 frequently asked questions and answers sheet.    

NPFG
The NPFG is an independent parent-led group 
formed and run by parent volunteer to 
represent the views of families of children and 
young people up to the age of 25 with special 
educational needs and/or disabilities living in 
Northamptonshire.

NPFG is one of 151 Parent Carer Forums in the 
country and works strategically with partners in 
Health, Education and Social Care. 

To find out more and keep up to date with NPFG 
activities like and follow them on Facebook (NPFG) 
and sign up for the e-bulletin on: www.npfg.co.uk.  

They are currently looking for more members to the 
management team so if you have a few hours spare 
each week and like to make a difference please call 
Anna on 07745 249094 for an informal chat.

A remuneration and expense payment scheme is  
in place. 

They would love to hear from you.

https://www.gov.uk/courts-tribunals/first-tier-tribunal-special-educational-needs-and-disability
https://www.lgo.org.uk
https://www.ombudsman.org.uk
http://www.iassnorthants.co.uk/Pages/home.aspx
https://www.gov.uk/courts-tribunals/first-tier-tribunal-special-educational-needs-and-disability
http://www3.northamptonshire.gov.uk/councilservices/children-families-education/send/local-offer/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.sendpathfinder.co.uk/send-single-route-of-redress-national-trial


Summer Playschemes & Activities
 www.northamptonshire.gov.uk/localoffer

For Parents

Terry Arnold Memorial Trust Lecture 2018
Wednesday 6th June 2018 
7.30 – 9.30pm

Northampton High School For Girls, 
Hardingstone NN4 6UU.

“How can unhappy autistic children be supported 
to become happy autistic adults”

Dr Luke Beardon

Senior autism 
lecturer at Sheffield 
Hallam University,  
Dr Beardon 
has worked as 
a practitioner 
providing support 
and consultancy in 
the field of autism 
and Asperger’s 
syndrome, for over 
20 years.

Book tickets today:  
www.facebook.com/terryarnoldtrust/

Or https://tam2018.eventbrite.co.uk  
Adults £15, Concessions £12

Early bird discount prices:  
(for bookings before 26th May 2018)

Adults: £12

Parents/carers/individuals living with autism: £10

Students & OAPs: £7.50  
(Student ID to be shown at the door)

Terry Arnold was Northamptonshire’s leading 
educational psychologist for autism, from late 80’s 
& 90’s, leading on the development of co-ordinating 
services for autism, which continue to benefit the 
people of Northamptonshire today. The Terry Arnold 
Memorial Trust was set up after Terry died in 2003. 
Charity Reg No: 1106350 

ACE (Autistic Children Embraced) was started 
in September 2014 with a handful of parents.  
We now have an average of 60 parents coming 
to each of our monthly meetings at Kingsley 
Special Academy in Kettering. At each meeting 
we have on average eight new families join us. 
Every new family receives a free parent pack 
when they join.

We have arranged seminars, workshops and had many 
brilliant speakers at our meetings. We organise free fun 
days out during the summer and throughout the year.

Our highlight last year was being able to host the “Living 
With Luke” Play at the Pemberton Centre in Rushden. 
This was an amazing and very emotional evening for 
everyone who came.

Many of our parents come from Corby and as we have 
grown so much we decided to start another branch of 
ACE at Corby. There are many parents who cannot get 
to Kettering, so we hope this will enable more families 

to benefit from what ACE has to 
offer. ACE has grown in numbers 
and our families are very supportive to us. We could 
not run ACE without the support of our families and all 
the hard work of our committee, who are all parents 
themselves of children/young adults with ASD. 

We meet on the 2nd Tuesday in every month at Kingsley 
Special School, Churchill Way, Kettering. NN15 5DP. 
7.30 – 9.30pm.

Forthcoming meetings: 
• June 12th • July 10th

Corby ACE will meet at Red Kite Special Academy, 
Corby

1st meeting Tuesday 18th September 7.30pm  
other dates to follow

For more information call: 07756523728

or email: autisticchildrenembraced@gmail.com

Everyone is welcome and we look forward to seeing you.

New Group for Parents in Corby

Terry Arnold Memorial Trust Lecture 2018 
Wednesday 6th June 2018, 7.30 - 9.30pm 

 
  Northampton High School For Girls , Hardingstone NN4 6UU 

 

 
“How can unhappy autistic children be supported  

 
to become happy autistic adults” 

 

 Dr Luke Beardon 
 

Senior autism lecturer at Sheffield Hallam University Dr Beardon has worked as a 
practioner providing support and consultancy in the field of autism and  

Asperger’s syndrome, for over 20 years. 

   

Book tickets today: www.facebook.com/terryarnoldtrust/ 
 

                   Or   https://tam2018.eventbrite.co.uk 
 

Adults £15, Concessions £12  
 

Early-bird discount prices: (for bookings before 26th May 2018) 
 

Adults £12, parents/carers/individuals on the autistic spectrum £10  
 

Students & OAPs £7.50 (Student ID to be shown at the door) 
 

Terry Arnold was Northamptonshire’s leading educational psychologist for autism, from late 80’s & 90’s, leading on the 
development of co-ordinating services for autism, which continue to benefit the people of Northamptonshire today. The 

Terry Arnold Memorial Trust was set up after Terry died in 2003. Charity Reg No: 1106350 
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For Parents

Summer activities commissioned by the Local Authority have 
traditionally been published in the Summer edition of SNIX. This year 
the commissioning is different and the process is too. 

We are currently working to develop the “Innovation 
Fund” that was approved in January 2018 County 
Council’s Cabinet: 

“In order to support smaller Voluntary and Community 
Sector organisations and community and parent 
groups, an “Innovation” fund be opened annually to 
deliver time limited and bespoke activities. This will 
build on the “Summer Placements” scheme that NCC 
have previously run and encourage bids for activities 
to be provided throughout the year.”

Work is ongoing to launch this new extended funding 
stream. However, whilst the arrangements are 
finalised we are going to make available a window 
of opportunity for providers to bid for funding for 
activities this summer. It will use the same application 
process as we have previously used for the Summer 
Placements Scheme but we will be asking applicants 
for a tight turnaround on bids so that we can let 
providers know as soon as possible about funding 
available for the summer and so that they can start 
preparing the activities. 

We will be releasing the application form to providers 
on Monday 30th April and the deadline for submitting 
applications will be 14th May 2018. Following an 
evaluation of the bids, we will be able to publish the 
list of additional activities that will be available. 

All the activities will be shared through the provider’s 
communication channels and a copy will also be 
found on the Local Offer’s What’s On Page for 
parents to book their son or daughter’s place. 

(Notes for providers: If you are unable to meet this 
deadline but are still interested in seeking funding 
for summer activities, please do get in contact 
to discuss. Additionally, this window for funding 
is for this summer only. There will also be other 
opportunities to apply for the Innovation Fund and 
we will be releasing further information about how 
to apply for funding for other annual or seasonal 
activities). 

Short Breaks Tenders

Since the Short Breaks Cabinet paper in January 
(Short Breaks Cabinet Report January 2018) and 
the publication of the consultation report on short 
breaks (Consultation Report on Short Breaks and 
Associated Services for Children with SEND in 
Northamptonshire), we have been busy preparing 
and advertising the short breaks and SEND support 
tenders to potential bidders. We are now in the 
process of evaluating and moderating the bids so we 
hope to have further information soon regarding future 
delivery of services and any new contracts which will 
commence on 1st August 2018.

In the meantime all of our previous contracts are still 
operating so we hope families will be able to take 
advantage of activities and respite on offer.

Sufficiency Commissioning Manager

Summer Placements Update 
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For Parents

The Northants Parent Forum Group (NPFG) 
is an independent parent-led group formed 
and run by parent volunteers to represent the 
views of families of children and young people 
up to the age of 25 with special educational 
needs and/or disabilities in Northamptonshire. 

The Northants Parent Forum Group (NPFG) 
communicates the views of parents to the Local 
Authority on your behalf and we aim to influence 
service provisions, more importantly than ever before 
as the Local Authority begins a new era. We can make 
your voice heard. 

From May 2018 we will be offering drop in sessions 
at the Bee Hive in Kingsthorpe Northampton, on 
the first Thursday morning of the month between 
10:00am – 12:00pm. Please let us know what is 
currently working well for you (services your family 
appreciate so they continue) and what is currently not 
working for your family (any service improvements or 
service gaps). 

We look forward to chatting to you at the Bee Hive, via 
e-mail or Facebook. 

The Steering Group has lost a few key members 
recently and they need replacing if we are to continue 
to provide representation for parents. If you have a 
few hours spare a week please contact Anna for an 
informal chat. Full training will be provided and an 
expense and remuneration scheme is in place.

We meet once a month at the Bee Hive in Kingsthorpe, 
usually on a Wednesday from 9:30am – 12:30pm to 
plan projects, share updates and discuss any matters 

arising. Sometimes we have guest speakers from 
Health, Education and Social Care to update us on the 
latest initiatives. 

A lot of work can be done in your own time and 
meetings will always take place during school hours, 
allowing school drop offs and collections. 

Finally, please verify your subscription to our e-bulletin 
to ensure you are kept informed on SEND matters. 
We are fully compliant with the new General Data 
Protection Regulations (GDPR) and you will no longer 
receive our communication without verification. 

For more information please visit our website: 
www.npfg.co.uk. 

Any questions – please e-mail: enquiries@npfg.co.uk

or call 07745 249094. 

We would love to hear from you!

NPFG – Get Involved and Make a Difference

Time 4 Support
Offers advice, information and support to 
parents and carers of children and young 
adults with additional needs.

We have a Facebook group offering contact with 
other families. We also offer 1:1 advice and training for 
parents/carers. 

We can offer training to professionals under our 
Disability Advice and Support Hub.

For more information please contact Cindy Baylis 
07739673597 

or email: info@time4support.org 

www.time4support.org
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For Parents

Activity & details Price
Tick if 

interested  


Youth Club 7th June, age 12+ – venue TBC TBC

Canal Boat Trip 24th June  
Crusader boat trips 10 – 3pm 

£25

Daytrip to London 30th June  
Train times to be confirmed

£50

Youth Club 5th July, age 12+ – venue TBC TBC

Day out in Nottingham, to include visit to National  
Videogame Arcade
Pick up and drop off at Burlington House  

£35

Holiday Club 7th August – venue TBC 
Various activities will take place throughout these days, baking,  
slime making, pottery painting, games, sensory room play. 
Session will start at 10.00am and end at 3.00pm

£20

Skegness daytrip 8th August  
Meet at Burlington House 7.30am. Day trip to the seaside to enjoy the 
pleasure beach (wrist bands included); the beach and have fun in the 
arcades.

£50

Clacton seaside trip 14th August, age 6-12 
Meet at Burlington House, 7.30am. 

£50

Clacton seaside trip 16th August, age 12+ 
Meet at Burlington House, 7.30am. 

£50

The Ridge Adventure Playground – 20th August
Drop off 9.00 pick up 4.00 Burlington House

£35

Warwick Castle 21st August   
Pick up Burlington House 9.00am  

TBC

Holiday Club 23rd August – venue TBC 
Various activities will take place throughout these days, baking,  
slime making, pottery painting, games, sensory room play.
Session will start at 10.00am and end at 3.00pm

£20

Autism East Midlands –  
Summer 2018 Play Events

Continued
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For Parents

Activity & details (continued) Price
Tick if 

interested  


Holiday Youth Club 14+, 24th August TBC

Mini Meadows 16th September  
Pick up and drop off at Burlington House  

£35

Youth Club 4th Oct, age 12+ – venue TBC TBC

Hunstanton 2 night residential, 31st Oct – 2nd Nov  TBC

Your name

Contact Anne Prestwick to express your interest:

Telephone: 0808 808 9090

email: Anne.Prestwick@autismeastmidlands.org.uk

Autism East Midlands 
Suite 39-42, Burlington House,  
369 Wellingborough Road,  
Northampton,  
Northamptonshire  
NN1 4EU

Autism East Midlands –  
Summer 2018 Play Events
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For Parents

Free Workshop for Parents 

These workshops provide an opportunity to gain 
practical information and are facilitated by teachers 
from the Sensory Impairment Service 

• Northampton:  
Kingsthorpe Children’s Centre,  
St. David’s Road,  
Northampton  
NN2 6NS

• Wellingborough:  
Penrith Drive Children’s Centre,  
off Queensway, Penrith Drive,  
Wellingborough  
NN8 3XL

Let us know what time would be good for you  
to meet. 

Reserve your free place via Eventbrite:  
https://tinyurl.com/TransferSIS 

For more information, email the Sensory 
Impairment Service:

• SIS@childrenfirstnorthamptonshire.co.uk

• 01604 364770

Sensory Impairment Service: 
Touchpoint

Sensory Impairment Service: 

TouchPoint 
Supporting Transition and Transfer 

Free Workshop for Parents 

This workshop provides an opportunity to gain practical information about what makes an 
effective transition and how best to support your child as they move from home/early 
years setting into primary school and from primary into the secondary phase and post 16. 
The session will be facilitated by teachers from the Sensory Impairment Service. 
 

• Northampton: Tuesday 15 May 2018 (1.00-3.00pm) 
Kingsthorpe Children's Centre, St. David's Road, Northampton NN2 6NS 
 

• Wellingborough: Friday 18 May 2018 (1.00-3.00pm) 
Penrith Drive Children's Centre, off Queensway, Penrith Drive, Wellingborough NN8 3XL 
 

Reserve your free place via Eventbrite: https://tinyurl.com/TransferSIS  
 

For more information, email the Sensory Impairment Service: 
•  SIS@childrenfirstnorthamptonshire.co.uk 
•  01604 364770 



Skills Training & Education Centres

THE CHOICE IS YOURS
AT SPECTRUM

To find out more about 
Spectrum Northants Limited

Call: 01604 754120
Visit: www.spectrumnorthants.co.uk

Head Office: Berrywood Road, Duston, Northampton NN5 6XA
Registered in England No: 3699609   Registered Charity No: 1073860

Our caring team 
can support you with:

Personal Development

Education & Courses

Independent Living Skills

Wellbeing, Confidence & Social Skills

Expressive Arts

Customer Service & Retail Skills

Charity Shop - Work Experience

Employability, Skills Training & Social Enterprises

Social & Community Activities

Office & I.T. Skills

Summer Playschemes & Activities
 www.northamptonshire.gov.uk/localoffer

Adulthood



Summer Playschemes & Activities
–17PAGES 16

Adulthood

Breaks-Away Respite Service
A new respite service for adults with disabilities
We provide person-centered day or holiday breaks 
away from home for adults with disabilities, thereby 
giving families some respite from caring roles.

Our aim is to give young people their choices and with 
their own friends or have the opportunity to make  
new ones.

We are a not for profit Community 
Interest Company providing respite  
by organising:

• Days out

• Weekends or mini breaks away 

• Holidays

• To places of your choice

• Funded by personal budgets/direct payments

We can provide opportunities for small groups or 
individuals to try new and exciting activities as well as 
enhance social and independence skills.

For more information please see our website or contact 
Charlene or Martin.

www.breaksawayrespite.co.uk

email: info@breaksawayrespite.co.uk              

Telephone: 07841122433 / 07546871777 
A Community Interest Company Reg. No. 10250741 
Registered Directors: Charlene Skerritt and Martin Reddy

Spectrum is a place to make individual choices 
whilst enhancing your daily lives. A place to 
learn, have fun and meet friends in a safe and 
nurturing environment.
Let us introduce ourselves…

At Spectrum we pride ourselves on the education we 
offer. Our highly motivated, experienced and friendly 
welcoming tutors and support staff, offer a wide range 
of classroom and hands on activities. These activities 
are created and designed to meet a wide range of 
learning and mental health needs. Our approach is 
person centred and our aim is to bring out the best in  
all you do.

The education team are extremely proactive in delivering 
ongoing, and updated sessions, that will help further 
personal development, enhance Independent Living 
skills, promote wellbeing, further education skills and 
improve confidence and self-esteem. 

We guide, support and mentor individuals through a 
personal life-long learning journey. Some of the sessions 
we have provided for our service users include: 

• Independent Living Skills – Cookery theory and 
practical, shopping theory and practical, money 
management and budgeting, healthy living, food 

and mood, exercise, 
keeping safe – out about 
and internet, home safety, 
domestic skills, understanding and managing a 
tenancy.

• Gardening skills

• Customer Service and Retail Skills 

• Employability and Skills Training

• Office Skills

• Wellbeing – Arts and crafts, relaxation, mindfulness, 
Tai chi, Yoga, healthy relationships, men and 
women’s group, pamper sessions, drama club and 
time to talk which is a peer support group.

• History and geography around the world.

• Understanding your health and wellbeing.

And many more… 

We are here to support you through whatever you 
choose and need to enhance and improve your daily 
lives. We are based in Duston and in Northampton town 
centre. 

Please feel free to contact us on 01604 754120 or take 
a look at our Facebook page or website: 
http://www.spectrumnorthants.co.uk  

Spectrum Northants Ltd
Skills Training & Education Centres

THE CHOICE IS YOURS
AT SPECTRUM

To find out more about 
Spectrum Northants Limited

Call: 01604 754120
Visit: www.spectrumnorthants.co.uk

Head Office: Berrywood Road, Duston, Northampton NN5 6XA
Registered in England No: 3699609   Registered Charity No: 1073860

Our caring team 
can support you with:

Personal Development

Education & Courses

Independent Living Skills

Wellbeing, Confidence & Social Skills

Expressive Arts

Customer Service & Retail Skills

Charity Shop - Work Experience

Employability, Skills Training & Social Enterprises

Social & Community Activities

Office & I.T. Skills
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Adulthood

Care and Treatment Reviews (CTRs) are part 
of NHS England’s commitment to transforming 
services for people with learning disabilities, 
autism or both. A Care and Treatment Review 
is a meeting to check that a person’s care and 
treatment is meeting their needs.

A Care and Treatment Review may be held for anyone 
with learning disabilities, autism or both who may be 
at risk of admission to (or who is already in) a specialist 
learning disability or mental health hospital. There are 
two versions of the Care and Treatment Review. One 
is for adults and is still known as a Care and Treatment 
Review (CTR). The other is for children and young 
people and is called a Care, Education and Treatment 
Review (CETR). Each has its own code and toolkit:  
https://www.england.nhs.uk/learning-disabilities/care/ctr/  

A Care and Treatment Review can be held in the 
community before admission to hospital to look at 
whether the person needs to be admitted or whether 
their care and treatment needs could be met safely 
and effectively in the community instead. This can 
be a planned review or an urgent review if someone 
is in crisis.  Reviews can also take place following 
admission and for children they must take place 
within two weeks of admission. Thousands of 
these reviews have been carried out since 2015. They 
are helping to reduce the number of people going into 
hospital as well as helping people to be discharged 
sooner. For example, of the 552 recorded between 
April 2016 and January 2017, the decision was made 
not to admit in almost three out of four (403) reviews.

A CTR/CETR can be requested by the individual or 
their family / carers, the care coordinator, social worker 

or other professionals 
involved in the care of 
the person. 

Requests for a 
Care and Treatment 
Review should be 
made initially to 
the professional 
coordinating the 
individuals’ care.  
That individual will 
then liaise with 
the Responsible 

Commissioner who will determine if a Care and 
Treatment Review is required.

For details of the Local CTR / CETR policy and 
protocols please see the Local Offer listing Care  
and Treatment Reviews in Northamptonshire.

Parents at Bringing Us Together have written a useful 
guide for family carers which offers further help and 
advice about Care and Treatment Reviews.

(Note from the Local Offer) All the information about 
the CTR’s and the CETR’s are on the Local Offer. 
Some of it has been created in an Easy Read style 
too. We are happy to be able to share this sort of 
information. 

Care, Education and Treatment Reviews

Credit: 
Photosymbols

http://www3.northamptonshire.gov.uk/councilservices/children-families-education/SEND/local-offer/pages/search-results-information.aspx?&key=care%20and%20treatment%20reviews&query=((Title%3A%22care%22%20OR%20Keywords%3A%22care%22)%20AND%20(Title%3A%22and%22%20OR%20Keywords%3A%22and%22)%20AND%20(Title%3A%22treatment%22%20OR%20Keywords%3A%22treatment%22)%20AND%20(Title%3A%22reviews%22%20OR%20Keywords%3A%22reviews%22))%20&
http://www3.northamptonshire.gov.uk/councilservices/children-families-education/SEND/local-offer/pages/search-results-information.aspx?&key=care%20and%20treatment%20reviews&query=((Title%3A%22care%22%20OR%20Keywords%3A%22care%22)%20AND%20(Title%3A%22and%22%20OR%20Keywords%3A%22and%22)%20AND%20(Title%3A%22treatment%22%20OR%20Keywords%3A%22treatment%22)%20AND%20(Title%3A%22reviews%22%20OR%20Keywords%3A%22reviews%22))%20&
http://bringingustogether.org.uk/a-family-survival-guide-care-and-treatment-reviews-ctrs/
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Early Years

School for Parents Group
• Are you worried about your child’s 

physical development?

• Is your child falling behind 
development milestones?

• Has your child been diagnosed with 
cerebral palsy?

School for Parents 

School for Parents group enables children from birth 
to 4 years with their parents to join us weekly to work 
with our Conductor-teacher to begin to develop their 
physical skills as early as possible.

Key benefits of the Conductive School for 
Parents Group

• A positive system that focuses on what the 
individual child can achieve

• A comprehensive approach that covers physical, 
social, cognitive, and personal development

• Gives the child the motivation to find ways of 
functioning –  develops a ‘can do’ attitude

• Contributes to establishing a daily routine for the 
child and expects active participation at an  
age-appropriate level

• Enables the child to work alongside others with 
similar impairments

• To teach a normal way of life

• To nurture a positive outlook and an ability to 
solve problems and overcome challenges

• To help children achieve greater independence 
and fulfil 
their 
potential

For further information about the 
session, please contact us:

Tel: 01604 714777

Email: fabianb@fairfields.northants.sch.uk

Address:  
Fairfields School, Trinity Avenue 
Northampton NN26JN

Conductor-teacher: Mrs Beni Constantinou

Resources from 
Photosymbols have been 
used in this document.

The sessions run every 
Tuesday term times from 
10.30am-12.00pm

Do not forget to bring your 
own lunch :-)

Free of charge
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Editorial Note
The Local Offer reserves the right to edit any 
submitted materials. The articles printed and the 
views expressed are not necessarily those of 
Northamptonshire County Council. Items are correct 
to the best of our knowledge, but we do not take any 
responsibility for any errors in information provided 
to us for inclusion. 

You can access a limited number of back issues  
of Snix News on our website: 

www.northamptonshire.gov.uk/snix

Deadline Dates
Should you wish to advertise your organisation, 
submit a personal story or place an article in the 
SNIX newsletter – please note our deadlines. 

Articles submitted should be in a Word format as 
this will result in a better finish from our printers.  
We are unable to take responsibility for the quality  
if submitted in another format. 

Autumn/Winter edition deadline

11th September 2018
Spring edition deadline

7th January 2019

Information

SNIX NEWSLETTERS

If you would prefer to get your SNIX newsletter sent  
to you by e-mail, please let us know by e-mailing: 

localoffer@northamptonshire.gov.uk with SNIX in the 
subject and we will get them sent to you electronically. 

If you have received a copy of the newsletter, but no  
longer wish to, please let us know and we will remove  

you from the mailing list.

Local Offer
Feedback is really important to the 
Local Offer. If you have found something 
new in SNIX or the Local Offer, please 
let the Local Offer team know.

Do you go to a group and want to show off what you 
have done recently? Do you need new members? 
Please let us know and we will advertise for you on 
the Local Offer and in the next SNIX. The Local Offer 
is being updated all the time, and we also post out 
information on Twitter and Facebook.

Paid Adverts
Please note that in order to keep the SNIX magazine 
produced, the Local Authority is now having to 
charge businesses to advertise in the SNIX 
magazine. Therefore some of the articles in the 
magazine have been paid for by the provider. 
Adverts will continue to be relevant to the audience 
of SNIX. Please note that the Local Offer does not 
endorse or support these services.

SNIX would welcome more opportunities to 
generate an income to keep the magazine free for 
families and anyone wishing to take up an advert 
with us, should get in touch by the deadlines. 
Sponsorship would also be considered.  
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Local Offer  
telephone: 0300 126 1000 option 5 
or email: localoffer@northamptonshire.gov.uk   
or use our online forms on the website:  
www.northamptonshire.gov.uk/localoffer

IASS (Independent Advice and Support Service) 
telephone: 01604 364772  
email: contact@iassnorthants.co.uk   
website: www.iassnorthants.co.uk  

NPFG  
email: enquiries@npfg.co.uk  
website: www.npfg.co.uk

Shooting Stars  
telephone: 01604 368051 
or: 07515 189630

SSS (Specialist Support Service) 
email: sss@northamptonshire.gov.uk 
website:  
www.northamptonshire.gov.uk/specialistsupportservice

Contact Details  


