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Welcome…
to the Autumn edition of SNIX NEWS,  
a newsletter for children with special 
educational needs or disabilities and  
their families.

If you need further information or  
details about any article in this or any 
other issue of SNIX NEWS please email: 
localoffer@northamptonshire.gov.uk

www.northamptonshire.gov.uk/localoffer

SNIX NEWS is compiled by the  
Local Offer Team.

2020 SEND Strategy - Raising Aspiration
The SEND strategy for Northamptonshire for the future has been given much thought and planning by 
Alison Shipley (Assistant Director for Vulnerable Learners) and Gwyn Botterill, (the SEN Service Manager) 
and of course was developed in consultation with parents, young people and professionals at the 2020 
events during the spring of 2017. 

The draft plan is currently being formally agreed by the 
Local Authority, but the key point to share is that the 
priorities have been identified from all the feedback  
and from the Local Area Inspection that took place in 
May 2017. 

Each priority will have numerous delivery objectives and 
success measures. 

As with all strategic plans, this is the overall vision.  An 
annual action plan will be developed which will focus 
on the objectives specified in the strategy to deliver the 
priorities. 

Northamptonshire will publish a report every 12 months, 
from the date of original publication, providing an 
update of the progress against the success measures. 
This action plan will sit alongside the local area SEND 
strategy which supports the continuous journey of self-
improvement.

These are the identified priorities: 

Priority 1  
To ensure that every child and young person with 
special educational needs and disabilities makes 
excellent progress, through access to high quality 
provision for every child and young person.

Priority 2  
To engage with children, young people and their 
families to promote early identification and support that 
meets need.

Priority 3  
To develop smooth progression to adulthood for 
all young people with special educational needs or 
disabilities. 

Priority 4  
To improve the quality and timeliness of multi-agency 
assessments and quality of plans for those who require 
specialist levels of support.

http://www.northamptonshire.gov.uk/localoffer
http://www.northamptonshire.gov.uk/localoffer
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From 15 May 2017 to 19 May 2017, Ofsted and the 
Care Quality Commission (CQC) conducted a joint 
inspection of the local area of Northamptonshire to 
judge the effectiveness of the area in implementing 
the disability and special educational needs 
reforms as set out in the Children and Families Act 
2014. The inspectors met with the Shooting Stars, 
parents and professionals. They visited a range of 
providers and spoke to school leaders, staff and 
governors about how they were implementing the 
special educational needs reforms. The inspectors 
found that Northamptonshire’s approach to 
identifying children and young people’s special 
educational needs and/or disabilities is increasingly 
effective and that agencies work well together to 
ensure that children’s needs are identified and 
assessed quickly and suitable provision is put  
into place. 

Northamptonshire is on track to complete the 
conversion of statements to plans by 2018. The 
inspectors reported that professionals understand when 
a child needs an Education, Health and Care plan, and 
that Northamptonshire is now becoming closer to the 
national average for issuing plans, whereas previously 
the numbers of children with statements or EHC’s  
were high. Two new special schools and a special free  
school have opened in the last year as a response to 
local need. 

The inspectors noted that the health outcomes defined 
in Education Health and Care plans are often very 
generic.

A small proportion of parents expressed 
frustrations about the timeliness of 
assessments when a child is reaching 
the end of a key stage and due to move 
to a new provider. Of particular frustration has been  
the timeliness of assessments in advance of moves  
to post-16 and post-18 education. The situation is 
improving but leaders rightly recognise that this  
remains an area for attention.

The inspectors commented that local area leaders 
display a clear commitment to co-production with 
children, young people and their families. Strong links 
with the Northants Parent Forum (NPFG) help leaders to 
gain insight into parents’ and carers’ experiences and 
to identify areas for improvement. The forum reports 
success in improving transport provision and access to 
autism services. 

The Local Offer is easily accessible to stakeholders. It 
is comprehensive, informative and straightforward to 
navigate, and has an active social media profile. The 
Local Offer, however, is not consistently well utilised 
and parents spoken to during the inspection were, in 
the main, not aware of it. 

Parents value the advice and support provided by  
the well-utilised information advice and support  
service (IASS).

www.northamptonshire.gov.uk/ofstedreport

How is your son or daughter going to get to their new school in the next academic year? 

It seems early to start thinking about next academic year, 
but making arrangements to start at school for the first 
time or change schools from primary to secondary, or 
secondary to college needs to start this school term. 

Choosing the most suitable school for your child’s  
needs is one of the most important decisions that you 
will make as a parent.  Whilst visiting schools will help 
you to decide the suitability of the school, studying  
the route to  school is something else you will need  
to consider.  

School Transport would like to share some areas that 
may help you make your choice.  Each child’s needs  
and family circumstances are different and so each 
mode of transport will not be suitable for everyone.  

• The buses and transport page on  
Northamptonshire County Council’s website: 

This has various resources to help including bus 
timetables, cycling and cycle hire. 

Local Offer Inspection

SEN School Transport – News for Parents  

Continued

www3.northamptonshire.gov.uk/councilservices/northamptonshire-highways/buses/Pages/default.aspx 

http://www.northamptonshire.gov.uk/localoffer
http://www.northamptonshire.gov.uk/ofstedreport
http://www3.northamptonshire.gov.uk/councilservices/northamptonshire-highways/buses/Pages/default.aspx
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Northamptonshire County Council has commissioned ‘SEND Consultancy’ to develop a needs 
analysis of the four areas across Northamptonshire. This will identify current effective, inclusive 
provision and practice across mainstream education settings (0 to 25 years) and schools and 
health and social care.

Project objectives are:

• Identify areas of strength and weakness in 
 mainstream provision for children and young 
 people with SEND.

• Identify any gaps in provision.

• Prepare a draft action plan to support the 
 utilisation of £2.8m capital funding allocated by 
 central government to address identified need.

• Advise and recommend areas of best practice 
 across the country that can support the 
 Northamptonshire 20:20 Vision.

The ‘SEND Consultancy’ will develop a picture of the 
Northamptonshire area based upon publicly available 
data and information relating to education, health and 
social care provision for children and young people  
with SEND.

The links to the surveys are on the Local Offer.

In addition, survey questionnaires, plus stakeholder 
consultations will take place across the area to include 
the following groups:

• senior leaders in Education and Leading SENCOs

• parents and carers, including the Parent and  
 Carer Forum (NPFG)

• children and young people

• social care and health practitioners

• early years providers, schools and colleges 
 training providers

• voluntary and community sector

Timescales:

September 2017 to December 2017.

There will be a final report and action plan at the end of 
the calendar year.

• If you are travelling by cycle, bus, car or walking, 
we recommend that you look at the various routes 
available and estimate the time that it will take to get 
to and from the school. 

You need to take into consideration any other 
commitments that you may have. 

• Whilst your child may not currently be able to 
travel by themselves, we are able to co-ordinate 
independent travel training. This can help your 
daughter or son gain independence and social 
opportunities and enable them to travel by 
themselves in the future.  

For further information, please contact us using the 
following e-mail address:   
sentransport@kierwsp.co.uk

For those that are entitled to school transport (please 
see Northamptonshire County Council’s website for 

eligibility), this  can be arranged by Northamptonshire 
County Council. It is strongly recommended that if you 
think that your child will need transport to your school of 
choice that you check if you are eligible before making 
your decision.  

A suitable school will be named within your child’s EHC 
plan, however, whilst you can also name a school of 
your choice, if this does not meet the criteria as set 
out in the transport policy, you will not be entitled to 
school transport. 

We can offer guidance as you go through your child’s 
EHC Plan as to their  eligibility from both the EHCP  
team and also from  the transport team:  
sentransport@kierwsp.co.uk 

If you think you will need transport for next September, 
this can be requested via the EHCP team: 
ehcp@northamptonshire.gov.uk 

SEND sufficiency in mainstream education

SEN School Transport – News for Parents  
Continued
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Summer SENDsation 11th June 2017

A repeat of the successful 
event for children and 
young people with special 
educational needs and 
disabilities was held on a 
sunny and breezy Sunday in 
June. The Local Offer, IASS, 
NPFG and Northamptonshire 
Sport met early in the 
morning at Northampton 
College and were joined an 
hour later by the Shooting 
Stars. The day was finally upon us for the Summer 
SENDsation 2017 after months of careful planning.

An hour later over 70 providers had arrived bringing 
a variety of equipment, activities and fun things for 
children, young people and their families to do, as 
well as information about the services and groups 
around the county that specifically support special 
educational needs and disabilities. All providers’ 
details can be found on the Local Offer website. 

Northampton 
College was 
chosen as a 
particularly 
suitable site for the 
event, with a large 
car park, totally 
accessible paths 
and corridors, 
and excellent 

facilities such as a changing places style toilet, (which 
was needed and used). We had providers who use 
wheelchairs and the college premises enabled them 
to be equally independent. 

The planning 
team had booked 
entertainment for 
families, including a 
magician and street 
artist, face painting, 
Inspiration FM and 
the annual end of 
year performance 
from “Y-Not Arts” (a NMPAT targeted youth drama 
group). We had booked a photographer to take and 
print photos for each family as part of the event. 

One family shared that this was their first ever family 
photograph together with all their children. 

The ever popular Canine 
Partners assistance dogs 
sat on their best behaviour 
until it was time for them 
to show off what they 
are capable of doing to 
help their owners live 
independent lives. 

Volunteer “fun makers” 
helped families around the 
site and some of our Shooting Stars were part of this 
team.  They could be spotted around the site in their 
green t-shirts. 

The planning team were able to fund the event 
entirely through community grants from the Co-Op 
and the Community Foundation and sponsorship 
from a variety of 
Northamptonshire 
supporters. 

The main aim of the event 
was for children and 
families to have some fun 
in a safe environment, 
but they were able to find 
information about groups 

1. Kevin in reception   2. Pen Green stand   3. Low ropes   
4. Canine Partners assistance dog   5. Learn2b and 
Shudan stand   6. Down Syndrome Group Northants 
stand   7. YIP obstacle course   8. Planning team 

1

3

4

5
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http://www.northamptonshire.gov.uk/localoffer
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and services. There 
were workshops 
(singing and signing 
was the most 
popular) and visitors 
could find out more 
about NPFG, IASS 
and the Local Offer. 

Over 730 people 
attended the event and everyone has declared it 
a huge success.  62 people left feedback to enter 
into the prize draw for a laptop donated by Tesco’s 
at Mereway which was won by a family whose child 
attends Greenfields Specialist School.  

“61 found the event helpful or very helpful: and 
would come again (the other skipped the reply).  
60% found a new group to go to and 67% made 
new friends and contacts.”
The bouncy castle 
was packed away 
at the end of the 
day, the mascot 
costumes packed 
back in bags and 
the site cleared of 
children, volunteers 
and rubbish.

The planning team were able to head off home for a 
well-deserved sit down at 5.30pm, satisfied that they 
had created an afternoon of fun for a lot of children 
and their families. 

(Thanks to Lucy from the web team for the photos.)

For more photos and a film of the event see the 
Local Offer website: 

www.northamptonshire.gov.uk/localoffer

Summer SENDsation 2017 was sponsored by the 
following local organisations:
 
SENDS 4 Dad

Kier Transport

Sight and Sound  
Technology Ltd

Sport4Fitness

UNISON  
Northamptonshire 
County Branch

Teamwork Trust

Tesco (Mereway store)

Co-Op

Northamptonshire  
Community Foundation
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In Partnership with

Summer Gala Day Sunday 28th June 2015
2:00PM - 5:00PM

We invite all children & adults with a disability or special need and their 
families/carers to our gala day to be held at

Fernie Fields Sports & Social Club
Moulton Park Northampton 

NN3 7DB

Many activities will be provided and 
people will be encouraged to try 
new things, keep fit and have fun

Entrance & activities FREE of charge 
With the event being funded by 
sponsorship from local business

Please support us & help your children develop new skills

Please contact us to reserve a place for your family via
email: info@sport4fitness.co.uk or telephone: 07811371569

/Disability-Inclusive-Sports-Club
/Sport4FitnessCIC

www.sport4fitness-cic.co.uk 
www.disc-northants.org
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Everyone who gets a copy of this SNIX magazine has heard of the  
Local Offer, and knows that the Local Offer team produces the magazine. 

The Local Offer website is a really good resource for 
parents looking for more information. The Local Offer 
team keeps the website up to date and it provides 
more information that could possibly be printed in the 
SNIX magazine. I wholeheartedly recommend that you 
explore the Local Offer website. Whether your child is 
yet to start school, or is looking at their life when their 
education career ends, there is something on the Local 
Offer website for you. 

This summer the Local Offer team have looked at every 
entry on the Local Offer to check that it is still accurate 
and up to date. But please tell us if you know that  
something needs changing.  We make amendments 
all the time as we are told about them, but as a 
commitment to keeping the website up to date, we 
also check everything every year. 

A change to the database has meant that we can 
now add provider logos, which makes it look more 
interesting and helps to see what organisation is 
running the service. Another improvement is that we 
can add your recommendations to the data base too. 
A group of parents from East Hunsbury asked for this 
and finally the software allows us to do it. Please tell 
us when you want to recommend a favourite group or 
club that your son or daughter goes to. 

The Local Offer has an active social media presence 
on Facebook and Twitter. 

The most popular social media posts on the Local 
Offer this year have been: 

1. Summer SENDsation 2017 

2. Free day out for the family at one of Merlin 
Entertainments 

3. “Reflections” and “Spectrum” courses 

4. Specialist Support Service workshops for parents/
carers of children with Autism 

5. Government’s free childcare scheme for three and 
four-year-olds survey

6. An event for Lego lovers  

7. Specialist Support Service monthly consultation 
appointments. 

8. An inspection of Northamptonshire County Council 
local area parent webinar invitation

Follow us on Facebook or Twitter to get 
relevant information about SEND in Northamptonshire:

 www.facebook.com/lonorthants 
 (we’ve just reached the milestone of 1,000 followers on Facebook)

 www.twitter.com/lonorthants 

 
There are now 1,880 different providers, some local, 
and some offering specialist, national websites on the 
Local Offer: for example “My Safe Home” helps people 
with severe disabilities buy their own homes. 

Some of the other interesting things we learnt during 
the audit:

• There are five PHAB clubs running in 
Northamptonshire

• There are nine “Riding for the Disabled” groups in 
the county

• 36 children centres are now run by 
Northamptonshire County Council (we have 
updated all the SEN groups that are held in them) 
and all libraries provide children’s’ activities too

• Sleep Solutions go to ten children’s centres to help 
with severe sleeping problems

• 111 video clips on the Local Offer on a whole range 
of subjects

• 78 articles in Easy Read  

• Action for Children run  six groups for children with 
special educational needs and disabilities and one 
sibling support project in Northamptonshire

• NO PANIC is a national organisation that offers 
help with anxiety and panic attacks

• Mental health training MIND ED online training to 
help with adolescent mental health care. 

• CAMHS Live is a new online service offered by the 
NHS – no need to wait.  

• DELOS are now called Creative Support 

• YIP are now run by Freedom Leisure

If you haven’t yet had a look at the Local Offer website, 
you may be surprised by what you can find out. 

www.northamptonshire.gov.uk/localoffer

The Local Offer

http://www.northamptonshire.gov.uk/localoffer
http://www.facebook.com/lonorthants
http://www.twitter.com/lonorthants
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(Previously Northamptonshire Parent Partnership 
Service) is an impartial and confidential service which 
gives free information, advice and support about 
matters relating to Special Educational Needs and 
Disabilities. The service is statutory and operates 
at arms-length from the local authority and clinical 
commissioning groups (CCGs) through independently 
trained staff.  

The service is for parents or carers of children aged 
0-25, and children and young people up to 25 with 
special educational needs and/or disabilities. Young 
people (aged 16-25) can access support separately 
from their parents or carers if required. 

The service offers practical, factual and impartial 
information advice and support to enable service 
users to participate fully in decisions about education, 
health and social care. 

For more information visit our website: 
www.iassnorthants.co.uk   

For help and advice  
call: 01604 364772

A FREE event at Workbridge, Northampton
Drop in anytime between 3pm – 7pm
Thursday 16 November
Join us to find out more about the range of 
opportunities and the support available across 
Northamptonshire for people with mental illness, 
learning disabilities, autism or brain injuries.

As well as providing a chance to visit Workbridge’s 
unique environment, where community users can 
develop their skills in a supported setting, at the 
event we will also be joined by service providers from 
across the region who will be on hand to offer insight 
and advice around vocational development, support 
services and ‘next steps’.

Register now then drop in anytime between  
3pm – 7pm to:

• discover the wide range of services and support 
available to you

• learn how to expand your social networks, develop 
new skills and increase your independence

• get ‘hands-on’ and uncover new hobbies and 
interests.

This event is ideally suited to those who have, or 
who are supporting the care of, people with a mental 
illness, learning disability, autism or brain injury.

Workbridge, Bedford Road, Northampton

Information Advice and Support Service for SEND in 
Northamptonshire (IASS) 

Open Event – Vocational Opportunities and Day 
Services for People with Mental Health Needs 

for SEND in Northamptonshire

Information
Advice 
Support
Service

workbridge.org.uk/open-event

http://www.iassnorthants.co.uk
http://workbridge.org.uk/open-event
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ADHD Matters 
Raising Awareness in Northamptonshire

Nene Valley Fibromyalgia  
Support Group

Do you look after a child with ADHD/ADD?

An Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder information, 
advice and guidance service.

Supporting families and young people with ADHD/
ADD throughout Northamptonshire. 

We provide information and advice to help you to 
support your child’s needs and help you to find  
local services. 

We support you in getting the help  
you need to improve the quality of life and 
opportunities for your child, taking into account your 
needs as a carer and the effects on your family.

Call us on: 01604 239200 

Email: zoe@adhdmatters.co.uk

Mon–Fri 9.30am–3pm

Fibromyalgia Syndrome is generally diagnosed by 
a Consultant Rheumatologist.  It is estimated that 
about 2.5% of the UK population have it.  As it is a 
multi-symptom syndrome with many facets, it does 
not show up using the general diagnostic tools such 
as blood tests and x-rays. It can often take as long as 
five years during which time a person goes through a 
number of different tests before diagnosis.

Fibromyalgia is generally referred to as a 
musculoskeletal condition. Body wide, chronic 
persistent pain and profound fatigue are usually 
the major symptoms compounded by the inability 
for a person with Fibromyalgia to regularly achieve 
deep stage four restorative sleep when the body is 
refreshed and repaired.  

A person with Fibromyalgia can become isolated. By 
joining Nene Valley Fibromyalgia Support Group you 
may meet people with the condition who understand 
how difficult a person with Fibromyalgia’s life can be. 
The group supports people to move forward and 
continue to live a fulfilling life despite suffering from  
this chronic condition. 

The group provides provide support  
and information about Fibromyalgia.

General Information:  
0844 8872456

Enquiries/Membership:  
07484 669505

Website: 
www.nenevalleyfms.co.uk

Email:  
fms.nene3@btinternet.com

Meetings: 
Group meetings – 3rd Tuesday of the month,  
2pm to 4pm in Kingsthorpe. 

A “chat over a cup of coffee” – 1st Tuesday of the 
month, 6pm to 7pm at Nuffield Health, Sixfields, 
Northampton.

ADHD Matters 
Raising Awareness in 

Northamptonshire 

Call us on: 01604 239200   Mobile:  07799 850033 
 

Email: jacky@adhdmatters.co.uk  or   
admin@adhdmatters.co.uk 

  

Website: www.adhdmatters.co.uk 
 

Write to:  39-42 Burlington House, 369 Wellingborough Road 
                    Northampton, NN1 4EU 

ADHD Matters   
ADHD Matters 2 Me 

Do you look after a child with 
ADHD/ADD? 

Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder,  
Information Advice and Information Advice & Guidance  

Service 
Supporting families and young people with ADHD/ADD and 

the professionals who support them throughout  
Northamptonshire 

We provide information and advice to help you to  
support your child’s needs and help you to find local  

services. 
We support you in getting the help you need to  

improve the quality of  life and opportunities for your 
child, taking into account your needs as a carer and 

the effects on your family. 

http://www.northamptonshire.gov.uk/localoffer
http://www.nenevalleyfms.co.uk


	

For	young	people	8	–	25	years	living	with	a	disability.	
Tuesdays	5.30	–	7pm,	cost	£3	(parents,	carers	&	siblings	free)	

Date	 Sports	Hall	 Studio	
2	
6	-	7	

Studio	3	
5.30	–	
6.15	

Function	Room	

31	Oct	 Circus	Skills	
Cricket	

Dance	 Boccia	 Art	–	Halloween	Lanterns	
Karate	

7	Nov	 Trampolining	
Football	

Dance	 Boccia	 Art	–	Pirate	Dotty	Art	
Karate	

14	Nov	 Badminton	
Basketball	

Dance	 Boccia	 Art	–	Solar	System	
Karate	

21	Nov	 Dodgball	
Circus	Skills	

Dance	 Boccia	 Art	–	Panda	Art	
Karate	

28	Nov	 Cricket	
Trampolining	

Dance	 Boccia	 Art	–	Gingerbread	man	bank	
Karate	

5	Dec	 Football	
Circus	Skills	

Dance	 Boccia	 Art	–	Sequin	Baubles	
	

12	Dec	 Rodeo	Rudolph	
Inflatables	

Dance	 Boccia	 Art	–	Xmas	Tree	stacking	
decorations	

	
	
	

Plus	weekly	activities….pool,	football	tables…	giant	lego…	
wii	games…	didicars…	soft	play…sensory	toys	
	
SPIN	classes	at	5.50	&	6.30	every	week	
Gym	sessions	for	11	years	and	over	every	week	
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The relaxed singalong session is free for 
everyone – parents, children, carers and 
siblings! 

November 11th & December 2nd 2017  
10.30am–11.30am

Latimer Arts College,  
Castle Way,  
Barton Seagrave  
NN15 6ST

Multi-sensory effects, switches, Makaton signing  
and instruments.

These events are particularly suitable for children 
with special needs due to their relaxed and 
supportive atmosphere.

For further information:

Tel: 01604 637117 

Email: kettering@nmpat.co.uk

Web: www.nmpat.co.uk/kettering  
or find us on Facebook

NMPAT  
Kettering Music & 
Performing Arts Centre 

Tuesdays 5.30pm-7pm at the  
Pemberton Centre, Rushden
For young people 8–25 years  
living with a disability

£3 (parents/carers/siblings free)

Date Sports 
Hall

Studio 2 
6-7pm

Studio 3 

5.30-6.15pm
Function 

Room

October 2017

31  
Oct

Circus skills

Cricket
Dance Boccia

Art –
Halloween 
Lanterns

Karate
November 2017

7  
Nov

Trampolining

Football
Dance Boccia

Art – Pirate 
Dotty Art

Karate

14  
Nov

Badminton

Basketball
Dance Boccia

Art – Solar 
System

Karate

21  
Nov

Dodgeball
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Art – Panda 
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Karate

28  
Nov

Cricket

Trampolining
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Art – 
Gingerbread 
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5  
Dec

Football

Circus 
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12  
Dec
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Rudolph
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Art –  
Xmas Tree 
stacking 
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www.nmpat.co.uk/kettering or find us on Facebook
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For	young	people	8	–	25	years	living	with	a	disability.	
Tuesdays	5.30	–	7pm,	cost	£3	(parents,	carers	&	siblings	free)	

Date	 Sports	Hall	 Studio	
2	
6	-	7	

Studio	3	
5.30	–	
6.15	

Function	Room	

31	Oct	 Circus	Skills	
Cricket	

Dance	 Boccia	 Art	–	Halloween	Lanterns	
Karate	

7	Nov	 Trampolining	
Football	

Dance	 Boccia	 Art	–	Pirate	Dotty	Art	
Karate	

14	Nov	 Badminton	
Basketball	
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Trampolining	

Dance	 Boccia	 Art	–	Gingerbread	man	bank	
Karate	
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Circus	Skills	

Dance	 Boccia	 Art	–	Sequin	Baubles	
	

12	Dec	 Rodeo	Rudolph	
Inflatables	

Dance	 Boccia	 Art	–	Xmas	Tree	stacking	
decorations	

	
	
	

Plus	weekly	activities….pool,	football	tables…	giant	lego…	
wii	games…	didicars…	soft	play…sensory	toys	
	
SPIN	classes	at	5.50	&	6.30	every	week	
Gym	sessions	for	11	years	and	over	every	week	
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www.freedom-leisure.co.uk

http://www.nmpat.co.uk/kettering
http://www.freedom-leisure.co.uk
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Groups

Do you have a child with an autistic spectrum disorder?  
Are you looking for social groups and activity days for evenings and weekends?
Autism Concern run days where children and young  
people are supported according to their needs.

Saturday Clubs 
• A wide variety of activities including arts and crafts, 

sports, sensory play days, cooking and much more

• For young people aged 8 – 18 with ASD

• Venue: Ecton Brook School, Ecton Brook Road, 
Northampton, NN3 5DY

• Time: 10:00 – 15:00

• Cost: £20 per day

Go 4 It Youth Groups – Northampton
• Senior Go 4 It (13-18 year olds) and Junior Go 4 It  

(8-12 year olds) run on alternating Tuesday nights 

• A wide ranging variety of activities whilst being  
supported by autism specialist staff

• These groups then do trips out in the holidays, past 
excursions include Leicester Space Museum,  
London Eye and Harry Potter Studios

• Senior Go 4 It Venue: The Abbey Centre,  
10 Overslade Close, East Hunsbury, 
Northampton, NN4 0RZ

• Junior Go 4 It Venue: Kingsthorpe Grove Primary 
School (Off Queensland Garden Entrance), 
Kingsthorpe, Northampton, NN2 7QL

• Time: 18:00 – 20:00

• Cost: From £4

Go 4 It Youth Groups – Corby
• Senior Go 4 It (13-18 year olds) – one Thursday 

evening a month

• Junior Go 4 It (8-12 year olds) – one Thursday 
evening a month

• A wide ranging variety of activities whilst being 
supported by autism specialist staff

• Venue: The Stephenson Way Community Centre,  
18-28 Stephenson Way, Corby, NN17 1DA

• Time: 18:00-20:00

• Cost: From £4

Senior Go 4 It Group – Towcester
• Senior Go 4 It Group (13-18 year olds) –  

one Wednesday a month

• A wide ranging variety of activities whilst being  
supported by autism specialist staff

• Venue: Greens Norton Community Centre,  
Towcester Road, Greens Norton, NN12 8BL

• Time: 18:00-20:00

• Cost: From £4

Saturday Out & About Days
We are currently running Saturday Out & About days 
to venues such as Warwick Castle, Conkers and many 
more. Contact the office to book your child’s place.

Dates and venues will be published on our website and 
through social media. 

• Community based fun activity programmes for 
children with High Functioning Autism, Asperger’s 
syndrome ages 5–18

• Provides an ideal opportunity for young people to 
experience greater independence and broaden their 
scope for learning. Costs vary depending on the 
activity and venue

• Fully trained support workers: high staffing ratio

• Full range of creative play to stimulate 
communication and social interaction

All dates and times are available via our website or our 
Facebook/Twitter pages (search Autism Concern). You 
can always keep updated on all our Children Services 
activities via social media or by visiting our website on 
the link below.

To register your child on the appropriate scheme, 
contact us on: 01604 239404 
email: marieanne@autismconcern.org   
or visit: www.autismconcern.org for further details.

Autism Concern Activity Days  
& Youth Clubs

Charity Number: 1062611

Autism Concern, Suite 39 – 42 Burlington House,  
369 Wellingborough Road, Northampton, NN1 4EU

http://www.autismconcern.org
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Groups

discos

fridays 6.30 - 9.30pm

£3 per person or £6 family ticket (up to 4 people)

16 June • 7 July • 4 August • 1 September • 6 October 

• 3 November • 1 December • Carers FREE

www.freedom-leisure.co.uk

For more information contact Jackie Ackroyd on 01933 352981
or email Jackie.ackroyd@freedom-leisure.co.uk

for people living

with a disability 

(and their families)

at the Pemberton Centre, Rushden, NN10 9RU

with
anti-epilepsy

lights

www.freedom-leisure.co.uk

Jackie.ackroyd@freedom-leisure.co.uk

http://www.freedom-leisure.co.uk


Summer Playschemes & Activities
 www.northamptonshire.gov.uk/localoffer

Sport

Saints Looking to Build on Wheelchair Rugby Success
Northampton Saints are all ready to start the new rugby 
season and the same goes for their wheelchair rugby 
team which was started less than a year ago. However 
as with everything the club does they don’t hang 
around and already have 10 players training regularly, 
a qualified coach from their community department 
running sessions, and 4 of their own chairs.

They would however now like to develop the team even 
further, and to do so would like people’s help on a 
number of fronts. 

Firstly to help attract even more players regardless of 
their impairment, as wheelchair rugby is a sport that 
can be enjoyed by people with physical and learning 
disabilities together. 

The Saints are also keen to develop a junior wheelchair 
team as the current one is only open to people aged 16 
and over due to the safety implications of mixing adults 
with young people in a contact sport of this nature. 
Therefore anyone under this age with a physical, or 
learning disability, who’d like 
to play the sport should get 
in touch.

While the team’s 
development is currently 
being driven by the rugby 
club itself they want it to be 
something that’s developed 
by the whole community. 
Therefore they’d like to hear 
from anyone who’d like to 
get involved as a volunteer 
whether that be as a coach, 
or more strategic role on 

the committee such as a Chair, Secretary, Treasurer, 
Fundraising Welfare, or Marketing Officer.

Then finally, the team require more of the specialist 
sports chairs that are used for wheelchair rugby as they 
currently don’t have enough for all the players to train 
on court at the same time. Each chair costs in excess 
of £3,000, so if any individuals, or organisations would 
be kind enough to make a financial contribution towards 
these it would be much appreciated as the team can’t 
play without them. By doing so you’d help disabled 
people from the county get active! 

There are opportunities to sponsor the team, so if you’d 
like to find out more about these, becoming a player, 
volunteer, or getting involved with the team in any other 
way then please contact Connor Fleming from the 
Saints Community department on:

connorfleming@northamptonsaints.co.uk  
07984 915313. 

Kettering Football Club 2012
Inclusive Football 
A new inclusive football team for 16 years and over. 
Games will be played in the Northamptonshire multi 
disability league on Saturday afternoons. 

Training sessions for the three age groups are held on 
Friday evenings: 

• Under 12’s at Tresham College, Windmill Avenue, 
Kettering, in the indoor sports hall from 6pm  
until 7pm

• Under 16’s and the over 16’s 
at Kettering Science Academy 
Deeble Road, Kettering 3G from 
6.30pm until 7.30pm 

For more information or to register your interest 
contact Simon Aston on:

07795 178817

infoketteringfc2012@gmail.com

www.ketteringfootballclub.co.uk

http://www.ketteringfootballclub.co.uk
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Sport

The Special Olympics programme provides all year 
round sports training and competitive opportunities for 
people with learning disabilities all over the world. The 
Northants Special Olympics Network (NSON) recently 
became involved in this programme, and would like to 
offer people from the county the opportunity to benefit 
from being part of it as an athlete or a volunteer.

The Northants Special Olympics Network currently 
offers opportunities for people with learning disabilities 
aged over 6 to get involved in boccia, football, golf, 
gymnastics, sailing, table tennis and tennis. The 
network are also currently in discussions with other 
local sports providers, so more opportunities will 
hopefully be added to this list very soon.

Lings Gymnastics Academy are part of the Northants 
Special Olympics Network, and in August they took 
a group of their gymnasts to compete at the Special 
Olympics National Summer Games which were held 
in Sheffield. They all performed brilliantly, and returned 
home with a total of 26 medals between them.

None of the opportunities, or achievements above 
would be possible without the help of fantastic 
volunteers, or much needed funding which helps 
reduce the costs involved to athletes. Therefore if 
you’d like to get involved in the Northants Special 
Olympics Network as a volunteer whether that’s at 

one of the sports clubs directly, or as a member of the 
organising committee to help oversee the running and 
development of the network then they’d love to hear 
from you.

Equally if you could help raise funds for the Northants 
Special Olympics Network, whether it be through 
business sponsorship, or taking part in fundraising 
activities then please get in touch as every penny 
that can be raised will help get people with learning 
disabilities more active.

If you’d be interested in getting involved in the 
Northants Special Olympics Network as an athlete, 
volunteer, sponsor, or you know someone who 
would then please contact Graeme Wilson from 
Northamptonshire Sport who is currently leading the 
work on this development for more information.

Contact details:  
07766 991828  
Graeme.Wilson@firstforwellbeing.co.uk.

For more information on Special Olympics as a whole 
including the history of the programme, and the recent 
National Summer Games go to the Special Olympics 
Great Britain website which can be found at: 

www.specialolympicsgb.org.uk

Get Involved in the Northants Special Olympics 
Network (NSON)

http://www.specialolympicsgb.org.uk
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Sport / For Parents

Football Groups
During the annual audit, we have 
contacted all of the following groups to 
confirm that they are still active. Russell 
Lewis tells us that all the clubs would like 
to have more members at them, so if you 
have any footie fanatics in your home, 
you may want to consider these groups. 

Inclusive Football Groups
Down Syndrome Football on Sundays 
Goals Soccer Centre, Mereway, Northampton,  
NN4 8BT 
Sunday 10:30 - 12:00 
Football sessions for players with Downs Syndrome 
age 16 and over.  
The coaching is delivered by a coach from 
Northampton Town Football in the Community. 
Coaching season runs between September and May. 
http://www.dsactive.org/football-session/northampton

Northampton Town Multi-Disabled Football Club 
on Fridays  
Holcot Centre, Gate 3, Moulton College, Moulton, 
Northampton, NN3 7SX 
Northampton Town Multi Disabled Club Football 
Club is run by Northampton Town Football in the 
Community.  
Fridays Adults: 6pm to 7.30pm 
Juniors: 5.30pm to 6.45pm

Contact Russell for information about these two 
groups: 07887878182

Kettering Inclusive Football Team on Fridays 
Tresham College, Windmill Avenue, Kettering, 
Northamptonshire, NN15 6ER 
Inclusive football team (for 7 to 12 year-old with 
additional needs) at Tresham College. Bring a drink, 
shin pads and a friend. 
Call Simon Aston for information: 07795178817  
7 years - 12 years  
Friday 17:00 - 18:00

Aspire Football Club Disability Team    
Lodge Park Sports Centre, Shetland Way, Corby, 
NN17 2SG 
Contact Ray on raymondhls@yahoo.co.uk  
or phone 07834835057

Thomas’s Fund
Music Therapy in the 
Home, Children’s wards 
and Community in 
Northamptonhire

Thomas’s Fund provide music 
therapy sessions free of charge to 
children and young people aged 0 – 19 who have a 
life threatening condition and/or complex need and 
are unable to attend school for prolonged periods 
due to medical needs.

Music Therapy can provide a vital outlet for  
self-expression without the need for words.  
Through therapy we can also support development 
of communication, social and physical skills through 
the motivating, inclusive medium of music.

Referrals can be made by parents/carers, 
healthcare and education professionals.

For further information please email: 
thomas@nsg.northants.sch.uk 

or phone:   
01933 622497.  

www.thomassfund.org.uk 

Twitter:   
@thomassfund 

Facebook:  
Friends of Thomas’s Fund

Reg Charity No 1123075

THOMAS’S	FUND	

For	further	information	please	email	
thomas@nsg.northants.sch.uk	or	phone	01933	622497.		

www.thomassfund.org.uk	Twitter:	@thomassfund	
Facebook:	Friends	of	Thomas’s	Fund	
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Summer Sendsation 2017 was sponsored by the following local organisations,  
 
 
 
 

SENDS for Dads,	  

Kier Transport,  

Sight and Sound Technology Ltd,  
 

 Sport4Fitness,	   

UNISON Northamptonshire County Branch,  

Teamwork Trust   

Tesco ( Mereway Store),  
 
Co-Op		
	
	
	
	
	
	
Northamptonshire	Community	Foundation		
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http://www.dsactive.org/football-session/northampton
http://www.thomassfund.org.uk
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Free legal 
advice for 
parents and 
practitioners
Mondays by 
appointment only

10am – 4pm

We strive to help families get the right education for 
children and young people with special educational 
needs and/or disability (SEND). 

In partnership with IPSEA we are able to offer  
legally based information and next step advice on 
any educational issue that is the result of a child’s 
SEND. 

For more information or to book an appointment 
please email: smole@northamptonshire.gov.uk

Address

Pen Green Centre,  
Pen Green Lane,  
Corby,  
NN17 1BJ

High Five
High Five is a social 
support group for parents 
with children who have 
a diagnosis of high 
functioning autism, ASD and those who 
are awaiting diagnosis.

We meet to share experiences with like-minded 
parents and gain practical support through 
sessions from professionals in the autism field.

Everyone who attends our meetings helps develop 
the group. You do not need to be invited or book, 
just turn up to one of our informal, friendly sessions.

We also hold various family events in the school 
holidays offering chance to get out in the 
community at minimal cost with non-judgemental 
peer support.

Meetings

Monday evenings: 7.30pm – 9.30pm. 
The first Monday of the month.

Kettering Park Hotel, Kettering Parkway,  
Kettering, NN15 6XT.

We also hold various family events throughout 
school holidays.

For information please contact Diane on:  
07845 905766 

or email: highfivenorthants@gmail.com

Update on Sensory Impairment Review 
We are pleased that the review of the Sensory 
Impairment Service, which took place during the 
last academic year, has now been concluded and 
we are now working on implementing the changes. 
Thank you so much to everyone involved for sharing 
your views, suggestions and experiences during the 
consultations – your contribution into this difficult 
process was invaluable. 

Northamptonshire is now back at school and children 
continue to be supported appropriately through 
the service. As part of the changes, Access and 
Communication Support Workers (ACSW) may now 

either be employed centrally or a small number of 
schools are already directly employing ACSWs using 
high needs funding.

This term we will be recruiting a Lead Teacher for 
the service and two Senior Teachers with a focus 
on hearing and visual impairment respectively. The 
next step will be to establish a multi-agency advisory 
group, and we are really keen for parents to play  
a role in this. If you would like to know more or  
indeed be involved, please contact Anne Wakeling,  
Service Manager:  
awakeling@northamptonshire.gov.uk

For Parents

@PenGreen_Corby Pen Green Centre
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NPFG – Northants Parent  
Forum Group
Thank you all who have supported Summer SENDsation 
2017, we are sure you agree it was another fabulous 
event. Photos and a video of the day are on the Local 
Offer pages for Summer SENDsation 2017 – have a look, 
you may spot somebody you know!

NPFG Short Breaks Survey

“Short Break” is a statutory requirement and the term 
is used for provision for children and young people with 
SEND that provide parents and carers a break from their 
caring role and to give children and young people the 
opportunity to learn, socialise and have fun in supported, 
out of school environments.

We have been busy over the last few weeks analysing 
the many comments received to our Short Break Survey.  
Our findings include: 

• 75% of respondents reported that their children 
had higher care needs (1:1, personal care or both). 
Commissioned provision needs to provide support 
to children with a higher level of needs.

• 62% of respondents reported that they did not 
access any short breaks and they most commonly 
reported reason was that they were not aware of any 
to access. There needs to be careful consideration 
that provision is available, accessible to all and is 
appropriately advertised.

• Respondents commonly answered that ‘any’ short 
breaks were appropriate but a strong theme came 
out around the short breaks needing to have expert 
care and structure. This is in keeping with the high 
level of care needs reported and the majority of 
respondents children and young people with autism.

• Though this survey specified short breaks the 
respondents often said they would like residential 
respite, direct payments and in-county hospice care. 
This provision needs to be assessed as to whether 
current levels meets the need.

If you are interested in receiving the full document, which 
will be presented to the Commissioning Manager for 
Children, Families & Education, please contact Anna on: 
enquiries@npfg.co.uk. 

As always, please engage with us and let us know what 
is currently working or not working for your family – make 
your voice heard. 

You can do so by phone: 07745 249094  
by e-mail: enquiries@npfg.co.uk  
or via Facebook:  NPFG 

We look forward to hearing from you! 

For Parents

The Northants Parent Forum Group is an independent parent-led 
group formed and run by parent volunteers to represent the views 
of families of children and young people up to the age of 25 with 
special education needs.

Epilepsy Northampton
Epilepsy Northampton is a parent support 
group of children with epilepsy. They have 
a closed Facebook group for members, as 
well as a website. 

As a parent of a child with epilepsy, Susan Bannard 
realised that there wasn’t a local support group, so set 
one up herself. The idea was to provide somewhere for 
members to share their experiences and toughest days 
with people who ‘get it’, as well as somewhere to ask 
for advice and support. 

Epilepsy Northampton also provide 
family activities, parent ‘coffee 
and chat’ mornings and epilepsy 
emergency first aid courses too. 

Facebook:  
www.facebook.com/groups/epilepsynorthampton

Email:  info@epilepsynorthampton.co.uk

Website:  www.epilepsynorthampton.co.uk 

http://www.facebook.com/groups/epilepsynorthampton
http://www.epilepsynorthampton.co.uk
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Adulthood

It’s All About Parliament

The LDPB are offering to do more workshops during 
Parliament week. They will focus on what happens in 
Parliament including an activity about ideas getting turned 
into a law, why it is important to vote and reminding people 
how to register. 

When? 13th to 17th November. 
Time? Either between 10 and 12 in the morning or 1 and 3 
in the afternoon.  
If you would like some more information or would like to 
book a slot please contact the LDPB  

 Call: 01604 361591
 Email: LDPB@Northamptonshire.gov.ukLDPB@Northamptonshire.gov.uk
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Adulthood

www.brooksidedaycentre.com / info@brooksidedaycentre.com

http://www.brooksidedaycentre.com
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Adulthood

CHILD Natal Autism 
research project
Cambridge University Hospitals are 
running a research project until  
summer 2018.

They are looking for 20 pregnant ladies 
and mums-to-be who have a diagnosis 
of autism to take part in a project. 

They want to find out how factors during pregnancy 
affect brain development and behaviour and they’d 
like to find out about your experience of pregnancy 
and motherhood so that they can identify areas 
where support might be helpful for autistic mothers 
in the future.

The project asks that the participants have an 
MRI scan at the Rosie Maternity Hospital and that 
the babies also have an MRI scan when they are 
around two to three months old. There will be two 
more visits when your baby is six months old and 
two years old, and a postal/online survey when your 
baby is 18 months old. 

Travel and expenses will be paid. 

e-mail:  
infant.imaging.study@medschl.cam.ac.uk   
to ask Ezra Aydin and Sarah Hampton for more 
information or to express your interest. 

Are you a woman  
with autism?
Are you pregnant?
Cambridge Human Imaging Longitudinal  
Development (CHILD) Study.

Are you a woman with autism with a baby on the way? 
Would you like to help us understand how factors 
during pregnancy affect brain development and 
behaviour?

Would you be happy to have an MRI scan between  
30-33 weeks of your pregnancy?

Would you be happy for your child to have an MRI scan 
at 2-3 months?

Your child would be asleep during the MRI scan and 
MRI is completely safe.

You will be paid £20 per visit and we will cover all  
travel costs.

All scans will be at the Rosie Maternity Hospital.

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Are	you	a	woman	with	
autism?	

Are	you	pregnant?	
Cambridge	Human	Imaging	Longitudinal	Development	(CHILD)	Study.	

 
 

Do you have a baby on the way or an infant aged 0-3 months? Would 
you like to help us understand how factors during pregnancy affect 
brain development and behaviour? 

 
Would you be happy to have an MRI scan 
between 30-33 weeks of your 
pregnancy? 
 
Would you be happy for your child to 
have an MRI scan at 2-3 months? 
 
Your child would be asleep during 
the MRI scan and MRI is completely 
safe 

 
 

You will be paid £20 per visit and 
we will cover all travel costs. 
 
All scans will be at the Rosie 
Maternity Hospital. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
  

 

Are you a woman with autism with a baby on the way? Would 
you like to help us understand how factors during pregnancy 
affect brain development and behaviour? 

	

 

  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Are	you	a	woman	with	

autism?	
Are	you	pregnant?	

Cambridge	Human	Imaging	Longitudinal	Development	(CHILD)	Study.	

 
 

Do you have a baby on the way or an infant aged 0-3 months? Would 

you like to help us understand how factors during pregnancy affect 

brain development and behaviour? 

 
Would you be happy to have an MRI scan 

between 30-33 weeks of your 

pregnancy? 
 

Would you be happy for your child to 

have an MRI scan at 2-3 months? 

 
Your child would be asleep during 

the MRI scan and MRI is completely 

safe 

  

You will be paid £20 per visit and 

we will cover all travel costs. 

 
All scans will be at the Rosie 

Maternity Hospital. 

 
 

 
 

  
 

 
  

 

Are you a woman with autism with a baby on the way? Would 

you like to help us understand how factors during pregnancy 

affect brain development and behaviour? 
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Editorial Note
The Local Offer reserves the right to edit any 
submitted materials. The articles printed and the 
views expressed are not necessarily those of 
Northamptonshire County Council. Items are correct 
to the best of our knowledge, but we do not take any 
responsibility for any errors in information provided 
to us for inclusion. 

You can access a limited number of back issues  
of SNIX News on our website: 

www.northamptonshire.gov.uk/snix

Deadline Dates
Should you wish to advertise your organisation, 
submit a personal story or place an article in the 
SNIX newsletter – please note our deadlines. 

Articles submitted should be in a Word format as 
this will result in a better finish from our printers.  
We are unable to take responsibility for the quality  
if submitted in another format. 

Spring edition deadline

8th January 2018
Summer edition deadline

9th April 2018

Information

SNIX NEWSLETTERS

If you would prefer to get your SNIX newsletter sent  
to you by e-mail, please let us know by e-mailing: 

localoffer@northamptonshire.gov.uk with SNIX in the 
subject and we will get them sent to you electronically. 

If you have received a copy of the newsletter, but no  
longer wish to, please let us know and we will remove  

you from the mailing list.

Resources from Photo 
symbols have been used 
in this document.

Local Offer and  
Co-Production
Feedback and co-production is 
really important to the Local 
Offer. We are obliged under the legislation to 
publish comments and while we have had lots of 
really positive things said to us, we also need to 
have them in writing so that we can post them 
on our website. If you like what you read, have 
found something new in SNIX or the Local Offer, 
please let us know. 

Do you go to a group and want to show off what 
you have done recently? Do you need new 
members? Please let us know and we will 
advertise for you on Local Offer and in the next 
SNIX. The Local Offer is being updated all the 
time, and we also post out information on Twitter 
and Facebook.
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Local Offer  
telephone: 0300 126 1000 option 5 
or email: localoffer@northamptonshire.gov.uk   
or use our online forms on the website:  
www.northamptonshire.gov.uk/localoffer

IASS (Independent Advice and Support Service) 
telephone: 01604 364772  
email: contact@iassnorthants.co.uk   
website: www.iassnorthants.co.uk  

NPFG  
email: enquiries@npfg.co.uk  
website: www.npfg.co.uk

Shooting Stars  
telephone: 01604 368051 
or: 07515 189630

SSS (Specialist Support Service) 
email: sss@northamptonshire.gov.uk 
website:  
www.northamptonshire.gov.uk/specialistsupportservice

Contact Details  

	  

http://www.northamptonshire.gov.uk/localoffer
http://www.northamptonshire.gov.uk/snix
http://www.northamptonshire.gov.uk/localoffer
http://www.iassnorthants.co.uk
http://www.npfg.co.uk
http://www.northamptonshire.gov.uk/specialistsupportservice

