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Welcome…
to the spring edition of SNIX NEWS,  
a newsletter for children with special 
educational needs or disabilities and  
their families.

If you need further information or  
details about any article in this or any 
other issue of SNIX NEWS please email: 
localoffer@northamptonshire.gov.uk

www.northamptonshire.gov.uk/localoffer

SNIX NEWS is compiled by the  
Local Offer Team.

Shooting Stars Logo Competition Winner
Last year the Shooting Stars developed a competition to 
create a new logo for the group. There were 89 entries 
in total that were judged by the young people. As there 

were some great designs the young people decided to 
have a 1st, 2nd and 3rd place.

The overall winner was Alan from 
Northgate School. Alan won a £50 
Tesco voucher.

The 2nd prize winner was Chloe 
from Northgate School. Chloe won 
family tickets to visit West Lodge 
Farm – this is her design:

The 3rd prize winner was Regan 
from Billing Brook School. Regan won 
family swimming tickets to the Trilogy 
Fitness Centre. This is his design:

Look out for the new logo as it 
will be used on all Shooting Stars 
resources in the future.

http://www.northamptonshire.gov.uk/localoffer
mailto:localoffer%40northamptonshire.gov.uk?subject=
http://www.northamptonshire.gov.uk/localoffer
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Get on Board is a community interest company, run with and for 
people with learning disabilities. Get On Board has six Champions, who 
are all people with learning disabilities. The Champions go to different places 
and talk to other people with learning disabilities. They find out about what 
other people think and raise awareness about a range of topics to ensure 
they have equal life chances and the same human rights as everyone else. 
They also go out and deliver training to other groups and organisations, like 
the University of Northampton and Northamptonshire Police to make sure 
organisations are accessible for people with learning disabilities.

For more information about Get On Board you can visit our website  
www.getonboarduk.com, email us at info@getonboarduk.com  
or call us on 07793 407848.

Get on Board 

Picture the Difference offers performing and 
creative arts projects for young people and 
adults with additional needs aged 15 and 
above. All our projects are co-designed with 
our participants so that creative outcomes 
reflect their interests, give them a voice and 
showcase their talents. Most importantly, 
participants are part of a community with 
friends who support each other and like to 
have fun!

We often like to explore relevant social themes 
in our projects such as ‘difference’, ‘lost & 
found’ and ‘communication’ using drama, art, 
music, film and dance. You may like to watch 
our recent film about mental health, called 
‘One in Four’, and the accompanying 
‘behind the scenes’ documentary which 
can both be found via our website  
www.picthediff.com and YouTube channel 
PtD Films.

We are always happy to hear from those who 
want to share their arts 
skills as volunteers. 
Contact us on admin@
picthediff.com

http://www.northamptonshire.gov.uk/localoffer
http://www.getonboarduk.com
mailto:info%40getonboarduk.com?subject=
http://www.picthediff.com
mailto:admin%40picthediff.com?subject=
mailto:admin%40picthediff.com?subject=
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For young people under 25 living with a disability. 
Tuesdays 5.30 - 7.00pm, cost £3.00 (£1.00 for siblings, Parents and Carers free) 

 

 

 
 

 

PLUS YOUR NEW TEENAGE ZONE IN STUDIO 2 will have: 
Pool, table football, air hockey tables & table tennis 

As well in the Sports Hall:  
giant ball game... giant lego blocks... lego table...wii games... 

Date Sports Hall Studio 2 Studio 
3 

Art Zone 

26 Feb Dodgeball 
Badminton 

Teenage 
Zone 

Dance Pastels 

5 Mar Trampolining 
Bouncy Castle 

Badminton 

Teenage 
Zone 

Dance Monster 
Keyrings 

12 Mar Football Teenage 
Zone 

Dance Poster Paint 
Sticks 

19 Mar Dodgeball 
Badminton 

Teenage 
Zone 

Dance Elephant Art 

26 Mar Trampolining 
Bouncy Castle 

Badminton 

Teenage 
Zone 

Dance Card Making 

2 April Football Teenage 
Zone 

Dance Dog Bowls 

30 April YIP Restarts 
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The Daisy Chain Club is a social and leisure group for 
families who have a child with a disability or special 
needs, and their siblings. The Daisy Chain Club was 
started in September 2000, when a few families wanted 
somewhere to go with all the children in the family 
without standing out, once a month on a Sunday. Once 
the group started building up in numbers it was decided 
to meet during the school holidays as well. The club is 
run by parents who all have a child with a disability or 

special needs, and give a 
friendly welcome to all new 
members. Everyone can 
understand what others are 
going through, and it’s great 
to chat to someone who 
knows how you’re feeling.

This is what a few families have said about The Daisy 
Chain Club:

“The Daisy Chain has allowed us to make memories 
as a family and experience new activities in a non-
judgmental and safe environment. Taking a child with 
special needs into regular situation opens you up to 
people staring, judging and commenting on behaviour 
they see as not ‘normal’ and it can be upsetting for 
both my children and myself. I can’t thank Rebecca 
enough for the effort she puts into arranging Daisy 
Chain activities that we can join in and feel relaxed 
and have fun as a family. When we attend the events 
I feel confident and relaxed, something that I can’t 
say often when I venture out as a family normally”.

“My family has received support from Daisy Chain 
for over 14 years. I was struggling to find somewhere 
I could get support and contact with other parents. 
I live in a small village so it was very isolating. I also 
had two disabled children with very different 
conditions, as one had ASD and one with severe 
physical disabilities. Most support seems to be 
around a certain condition. I also had a third child who 
needed support just as much as his disabled siblings 
and was often excluded from activities set up for 
disabled children.

Daisy Chain was the first group that was totally 
inclusive and open to all family members. It enabled 
us to meet other families, for all my children to play 
and feel welcomed and to access outings/trips as 
a group. This was invaluable to us as a family as it 
prevented us feeling excluded, isolated and enables 
us to gain information and advice from other families.”

“We had some amazing experiences with The Daisy 
Chain Club and can’t thank them enough for running 
this group which allows so many families in Northants 
access to activities, outings and just fun.”

“I have been a member of the Daisy Chain Club for 
around 18 months after my 6 year old son was 
diagnosed with ASD. He also has other problems 
including Ehlers Danlos Syndrome and scoliosis. 
Although he attends a small mainstream school he 
can find social situations difficult and Daisy Chain 
provides valuable opportunities for families like ours to 
attend activities and outings in a relaxed atmosphere 
that is not too busy or overwhelming for our children. 
Other parents understand the difficulties faced and 
everyone is non-judgmental towards behaviours or 
problems you may be facing”.

“We have attended a lot of activities that we would 
probably not have accessed without Daisy Chain, as 
my son would find them too overwhelming without 
the smaller numbers and relaxed atmosphere. I really 
would say to other parents to join and benefit from 
what is offered. The volunteer parents who run the 
group are saints.”

The charity charges £5 per 
family for membership for 
the year. Some sessions 
and activities are free and 
others have a small charge.

For more information 
please take a look at  
www.thedaisychainclub.co.uk or email 
beckysbreaks@gmail.com. Please allow a few days 
for a reply as the charity is run completely by volunteer 
parents between family life.

Daisy Chain Club 

http://www.northamptonshire.gov.uk/localoffer
http://www.thedaisychainclub.co.uk
mailto:beckysbreaks%40gmail.com?subject=
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Autism East Midlands Children and 
Young People’s Activities 2019
Children’s Centre Support Sessions:

Montagu Street Children’s Centre
Montagu Street, Kettering NN16 8AG 
(Tel: 01536 311030)
–  First Monday of Each Month: Drop-in Group & 

Bookable 1:1s

Rushden Children’s Centre
Hayway, Rushden NN10 6AG (Tel: 01933 410112)
–  Second Friday of Each Month: Drop-in Group
–  Third Friday of Each Month: Bookable 1:1s

Thorplands Children’s Centre
Farm Field Court, Northampton NN3 8AQ 
(Tel: 01604 367500)
–  First Wednesday of Each Month: Drop-in Group 

& Bookable 1:1s

Daventry Children’s Centre
Staverton Road, Daventry NN11 4EY 
(Tel: 01604 362265)
–  Fourth Monday of Each Month: Drop-in Group & 

Bookable 1:1s

Groups and School Holiday Clubs:

Nether Heyford Holiday Club  
(Suitable for Ages 6+)
1a Roberts Field, Nether Heyford, Northampton 
NN7 3BE
–  Half Term: 18–19 February (9.30am–2.30pm)
–  Easter Holiday: 8–9 & 15–16 April  

(9.30am–2.30pm)
–  Half Term: 28 May (9.30am–2.30pm)
–  Summer Holiday: 29–30 July & 5–6, 12–13, 19–20 

August (9.30am–2.30pm)
–  Half Term: 28–29 October (9.30am–2.30pm) 

Upton Holiday Club (Suitable for Ages 6+)
The Elgar Centre, 1A High Street, Upton, Northampton 
NN5 4EN
– Easter Holiday: 17 April (9.30am–2.30pm)
– Half Term: 29 May (9.30am–2.30pm)
–  Summer Holiday: 31 July & 7, 14, 21 August 

(9.30am–2.30pm)
– Half Term: 30 October (9.30am–2.30pm)

Upton Senior Youth Club (Suitable for Ages 11+)
The Elgar Centre, 1A High Street, Upton, Northampton 
NN5 4EN
–  First Wednesday of Each Month: 6.30–8.30pm 

(term-time only)

Upton Junior Youth Club (Suitable for Ages 6–11)
The Elgar Centre, 1A High Street, Upton, Northampton 
NN5 4EN
–  First Saturday of Each Month: 10am–2pm 

(term-time only)

Nether Heyford Senior Youth Club (Suitable for 
Ages 11+)
1a Roberts Field, Nether Heyford, Northampton 
NN7 3BE
–  Second Saturday of Each Month: 10am–2pm 

(term-time only)

Adult Social Club (Suitable for Ages 18–25)
Venue TBC
– Every Friday: 7–10pm

Contact Zoe.Tobin@autismeastmidlands.org.uk to register your young person.

Groups

mailto:Zoe.Tobin%40autismeastmidlands.org.uk?subject=
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Action for Children 
Northamptonshire Short Breaks Groups 
 
 Disability Groups (PMLD and MLD)  Youth Clubs
Location Days/Times/Price Location Days/Times/Price

Daventry PMLD
Daventry Hill School
Ashby Road
Daventry
NN11 0QE
(5–18 year olds)

Saturday – Term time 
10am–3pm
Monday and Tuesday – 
Half term and Summer 
holidays 
10am–3pm
£10 per session 

Brackley Youth Club
Magdalen College School
2 Waynflete Avenue
Brackley
NN13 6AF
(11–18 year olds)

Wednesday –  
Term time only 
6.30pm–8.30pm
£5 per session 

Northampton PMLD
Blackthorn Community 
Centre
Longmead Court
Northampton
NN3 8QD
(8–18 year olds)

Saturday – Term time 
10am–3pm
Monday and Wednesday 
– Half term and Summer 
Holidays 
10am–3pm

Daventry Youth Club
Daventry Methodist Church
Golding Close
Daventry
NN11 4BT
(11–18 year olds)

Monday – Term time only 
6pm–8pm
£5 per session 

Wellingborough MLD
Swanspool Pavilion
Swanspool Parade
Welllingborough
NN8 2BZ
(5–18 year olds)

Saturday – Term time 
9.30am – 12.30pm
Tuesday and Wednesday 
– Half term and Summer 
Holidays 
9.30am–2.30pm
£10 per session 

Northampton Youth Club
Olympus House
Billing Brook House
Weston Favell
Northampton
NN3 8JH
(11–25 year olds)

Tuesday – Term time only 
7pm–9pm 
£5 per session 

ASD Specialist Group 
(NEW)
The Elgar Centre
1 High Street
Upton
Northampton
NN5 4EN
(8–18 year olds)

Holiday Group Only
Thursday and Friday 
9.30am–2.30pm
£10 per session

Wellingborough Youth Club
38 Oxford Street
Wellingborough
NN8 4JG
(11–25 year olds)

Wednesday –  
Term time only 
7pm–9pm 
£5 per session 

Kettering PMLD
Wren Spinney School
Westover Road, Kettering, 
Northamptonshire 
NN15 7LB
(8–18 year olds)

This group is in a process 
of being set up.
Saturday (9.30am until 
12.30pm) – term time
2 days in half term – TBC
£10 per session

For more information please contact us on: 
01604 752553 

or email us on: 
northants.disability@actionforchildren.org.uk

http://www.northamptonshire.gov.uk/localoffer
mailto:northants.disability%40actionforchildren.org.uk?subject=
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Redwell Leisure Centre

Thursdays (during term time)

4.45 – 5.30pm

£3.50

All abilities welcome – girls only 

rturnbull@friars.northants.sch.uk

Netball for young people 
with a learning difficulty 

Northamptonshire Federation of Disability Sport 
(NFDS) want to say thank you for everyone who 
chose them for the Tesco’s Bags of Help scheme 
and they have been awarded £2000 having been 
one of their three good causes for shoppers to vote 
for in their Northampton stores during September 
and October.

They are going to use the funding received to help 
fund a project involving the creation of some short 
films in partnership with Screen Northants featuring 
disabled people who are already active in various 
ways and enjoy all the benefits of being so. These 
will then be used to help encourage other disabled 
people who are currently doing little if any physical 
activity to participate in more by seeing what can be 
achieved by people with the same, or a similar 
impairment to them.

 Find out more about NFDS, their filming project and 
‘Bags of Help’ funding by reading the full story 
available on their website: https://www.
northamptonshiresport.org/news/2018/12/
physical-activity-funding-boost-for-disability-
support-organisation-from-tescos-bags-of-help

Northamptonshire Federation 
of Disability Sport

Swimmers Share 
Northamptonshire 
Sports Award
Ellie Robinson and Maisie Summers-Newton of 
Northampton Swimming Club were the joint winners 
of the Disabled Sports person of the year category at 
the 2018 Northamptonshire Sports Awards held at 
Sywell Aerodrome on the 8th November. This award 
recognised the amazing achievements of the two 
teenagers during the 2017–18 season in which they 
won medals at national, European and world events.

Seventeen year old Ellie Robinson and sixteen year 
old Maisie Summers-Newton won an astonishing 16 
gold medals, 5 silver medals, and 3 bronze medals 
and broke 7 world records at events in Copenhagen; 
Sheffield; Dublin and the Commonwealth Games on 
the Gold Coast in Australia between them.

Ellie represented Team England at the 
Commonwealth Games competing in a class higher 
than she normally would as an S6 classification 
swimmer, beating S7 swimmers in the 50m 
Butterfly event.

All of these achievements meant that the 
Northamptonshire Sports Awards judging panel 
couldn’t separate them, and so they shared the 
annual award for 2018. It was presented to them 
on the night by Kathy Forsdyke from the Local Offer 
team on behalf of Northamptonshire Federation of 
Disability Sport of which she is a long standing 
member.

If anyone with a disability, or sensory impairment is 
inspired by the achievements of Ellie and Maisie then 
contact Northampton Swimming Club to find out how 
to get involved in para – swimming on 01604 622264 
enquiries@northamptonswimming.com

Ellie and Maisie at the Sports Awards

mailto:rturnbull%40friars.northants.sch.uk?subject=
https://www.northamptonshiresport.org/news/2018/12/physical-activity-funding-boost-for-disability-support-organisation-from-tescos-bags-of-help
https://www.northamptonshiresport.org/news/2018/12/physical-activity-funding-boost-for-disability-support-organisation-from-tescos-bags-of-help
https://www.northamptonshiresport.org/news/2018/12/physical-activity-funding-boost-for-disability-support-organisation-from-tescos-bags-of-help
https://www.northamptonshiresport.org/news/2018/12/physical-activity-funding-boost-for-disability-support-organisation-from-tescos-bags-of-help
mailto:enquiries%40northamptonswimming.com?subject=
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Inclusion Ambassadors Project
Northamptonshire Sport Seek People to Be Involved in  
New Inclusion Ambassadors Project

Later this year Northamptonshire Sport will be 
launching a new project for which they need people 
with disabilities to become “Inclusion Ambassadors” 
in order to help encourage others with a disability, 
or sensory impairment to become more active.

The first requirement of an Inclusion Ambassador will 
be to complete a short profile that will appear along 
with a photo of them on the Northamptonshire Sport 
website. This will include details of how they keep active 
and what they enjoy about it. They will then have the 
opportunity to attend and volunteer at local clubs and 
groups as well as events run by Northamptonshire 
Sport to help encourage other disabled people to join.

In return for doing all of this the Inclusion Ambassadors 
will receive a T-shirt, drinks bottle and other similar 
branded items to help promote their role within the 
project. Northamptonshire Sport are also looking into 
the possibility of offering training opportunities for 
Ambassadors old enough to attend them, to help them 
become deliverers of physical activity in the future.

Disabled people are currently half as likely to be 
physically active as non-disabled people. 70% of those 
who do less than half an hour of moderately intensive 
exercise a week say that they’d like to do more. 
However some of the biggest barriers preventing them 

from doing more are not knowing what opportunities 
exist and having the confidence to give it a try.

The idea behind the new project is to use Inclusion 
Ambassadors who are already active and enjoy the 
benefits of it to help promote opportunities to others 
who currently participate in little, if any, physical activity. 
This could be done by visiting schools, youth groups, 
support groups, day care centres, or other social 
settings. It can also be done using social media. The 
plan is that by receiving reassurance that activities will 
be inclusive can persuade more disabled people to 
get active.

Northamptonshire Sport believe that a major barrier for 
people with disabilities being more active is a fear of not 
being included, or having had a poor experience and 
not wanting to try again. Northamptonshire Sport are 
looking for people who are already good at including 
disabled people in their clubs and sessions. These 
people can help mentor peers who are less confident 
at including people with disabilities, so that those 
people will have positive experiences of exercise and 
enjoy the benefits.

For the final element of the project Northamptonshire 
Sport are looking to get schools, charities, day care 
providers and other organisations who support disabled 
people to sign up to promote physical activity 
opportunities.

If any disabled people, physical activity providers and 
support organisations would be interested in being 
involved in the project then please contact Graeme 
Wilson from Northamptonshire Sport by email on 
Graeme.Wilson@firstforwellbeing.co.uk.

mailto:Graeme.Wilson%40firstforwellbeing.co.uk?subject=
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Northamptonshire Federation of Disability Sport Fund
This fund for sports groups is managed by Northamptonshire Community Foundation.

The Northamptonshire Federation of Disability Sport 
Fund is a bursary scheme designed to support the 
county’s sports clubs, groups and non-profit 
organisations. The fund will offer grants of up to £1,000 
for sport activities catering for any disability, sensory 
impairment and/or mental health problem.

The fund has been set up by the Northamptonshire 
Federation of Disability Sport with the aim to increase 
the number of disabled people involved in all aspects of 
sport, recreation and physical activity within 
Northamptonshire.

The funding programme will be open for applications 
from constituted clubs, groups and not for profit 
organisations.

The maximum amount to be applied for is £1,000 and 
projects can run for up to a year.

For more information on the funding please contact 
enquiries@ncf.uk.com 
or phone the grants 
team on 01604 
230033.

In very exceptional circumstances there may be a need 
for a temporary, reduced timetable to meet a pupil’s 
individual needs.

The School Admissions Code (published by the DfE 
in December 2014 and issued under Section 84 of the 
School Standards and Framework Act 1998) states that 
a child is entitled to a full time place in the September 
following their 4th birthday. In very exceptional 
circumstances there may be a need for a temporary 
reduced timetable to meet a pupil’s individual needs. 
For example where a medical condition prevents a 
pupil from attending full-time education and a reduced 
timetable is considered as part of a re-integration 
package.

A reduced timetable should only be used as a short 
term measure. Any pastoral support programme or 
other agreement must have a time limit by which point 
the pupil is expected to attend full time or be provided 
with alternative provision. In agreeing to a reduced 
timetable a school has agreed to a pupil being absent 
from school for part of the week or day and therefore 
must record it as an authorised absence.

Safeguarding 
Section 157 and 175 of the Education Act 2007 places 
a duty on local authorities and schools to exercise their 
functions with a view to safeguarding and promoting 
the welfare of children. Schools must have regard and 
consideration for the safeguarding issues and the 
impact this might have on a child when considering 
a reduced timetable.

If there are safeguarding concerns, advice should be 
taken from the Northamptonshire MASH.
Current guidance from Ofsted states that information 
about children missing from education is essential and 
all schools should notify the local authority of any 
reduced education arrangements. This includes schools 
maintained by the local authorities, academies, free 
schools and independent schools.

Schools must complete the online form prior to the 
start of the reduced timetable. Further advice is available 
from the Attendance and Behaviour section of the LA 
webpages.

www.northamptonshire.gov.uk/localoffer 
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http://www.northamptonshire.gov.uk/localoffer
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For Parents

Thank you to all who attended our SEND Reform feedback event in November and contributed to 
the Survey Monkey. The feedback has been analysed and will be addressed in the various working 
groups.

We will focus to improve our communication with you 
with more frequent e-bulletins and a more interactive 
website. If you would like to receive this communication 
please sign up via the e-bulletin tab on the website. 

To fully represent your views it is vital to engage with us 
so please take a moment and visit  
www.npfg.co.uk and tell us what you think of 
the information, and even better, what could be 
improved. Thank you in advance. 

We will continue with our engagement visits to SEND 
groups, so if you know of a gathering of parent/carers of 
children and young people with Special Educational 

Needs and/or Disabilities please get in touch to check 
we are aware of this group and in contact. 

The Northants Parent Forum Group (NPFG) is an 
independent parent-led group formed and run by parent 
volunteers to represent the views of families of children 
and young people up to the age of 25 with special 
educational needs and /or disabilities 
in Northamptonshire.

Any questions – please email: enquiries@npfg.co.uk or 
call 07745 – 249094. We would love to hear from you.

NPFG website improvements

 

 

Remap helps people with disabilities to achieve greater 
independence and enjoyment of life’s opportunities. Our 
volunteers provide a free service (a donation is always 

welcome) making special one-off pieces of equipment. We will 
not buy commercially available equipment but can specify or 
modify to suit the client’s needs. The Northamptonshire panel 
has 8 members covering the whole county and we can give a 

presentation of our work to any interested organisation.  

Some examples of projects - 

 
Left – activity board for rehabilitation gym to improve stroke 

patient’s dexterity. 

Right – work/play table for young wheelchair user. 

For more info contact panel chair Mr Tony Lake at 
tonylake134@hotmail.co.uk 

or via www.remap.org.uk 
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For Parents

SEN School Transport Department
Is your son or daughter in Year 11?

Each year, Northamptonshire Highways transport team 
organises journeys for over 1,300 SEN children per 
school day to schools and colleges within 
Northamptonshire and beyond. To ensure that this 
is carried out in a safe and timely manner, certain 
deadlines are required to ensure that our dedicated 
team are able to coordinate such a complex 
requirement. 

For those families that have a child approaching 16 
(or even already at this age and older), it may seem 
early to be thinking of the next academic year, but 
there are key dates that you may need to take into 
consideration. 

If your child is looking at staying within education, 
you will need to look at ways in which they will be 
able to get there. Some families can make travel 
arrangements for their sons and daughters, but there 
are some that are unable to. In these instances, if the 
student is eligible, then they may be entitled to access 
assistance from Northamptonshire County Council. 
Full details of the policy can be found on the 
Northamptonshire County Council’s website for school 
transport – post 16 transport policy which explains 
costs and who may be eligible for support.

https://www3.northamptonshire.gov.uk/
councilservices/children-families-education/
schools-and-education/school-transport/Pages/
apply-school-bus-pass.aspx

If you are eligible, then to guarantee a seat on 
transport you will need to complete your application 
so that they can be received by us by the last 
working day of May. Online forms can be found on 
the Northamptonshire County Council’s school travel 
webpages. 

https://www3.northamptonshire.gov.uk/
councilservices/children-families-education/
schools-and-education/school-transport/Pages/
apply-school-bus-pass.aspx

Please note that if your application is received 
after this deadline of the end of May, then we 
cannot guarantee that a seat will be available for 
your child from the beginning of the new 
academic year. Furthermore, as this is our 

busiest period, any applications that are received 
in August, September or October may not be 
processed until the October half term. You may 
have to arrange and pay for your own travel 
arrangements until the late application can be 
processed and transport arranged if eligible.

It is important to remind all parents that applications 
are for only one academic year and therefore new 
applications will be required on an annual basis. 

When your application has been received, we will send 
you confirmation that we have received it. Please note 
that we only accept online applications. 

Once you have received confirmation of your transport, 
please do be aware that transport is only provided at 
the start and beginning of the day to which your 
chosen educational establishment has indicated to us 
as their daily times. Therefore, when considering an 
educational establishment, it is recommended that 
there are arrangements in place if course timetables 
do not coincide with these times.

The SEN transport team can also offer further support 
to look at other ways in which a young person can get 
to their educational establishment and help develop 
their independence. Such schemes include the use of 
the public transport system and we are currently 
working with colleges and schools concerning 
independent travel schemes. If you require further 
information on this or any other methods of travel, 
please e-mail us on sentransport@kierwsp.co.uk.

NB: The Local Offer will provide links to these 
webpages from the transport link, so if you are not 
reading this online you will still be able to find the 
documents referred to in this article.

http://www.northamptonshire.gov.uk/localoffer
https://www3.northamptonshire.gov.uk/councilservices/children-families-education/schools-and-education/school-transport/Pages/apply-school-bus-pass.aspx
https://www3.northamptonshire.gov.uk/councilservices/children-families-education/schools-and-education/school-transport/Pages/apply-school-bus-pass.aspx
https://www3.northamptonshire.gov.uk/councilservices/children-families-education/schools-and-education/school-transport/Pages/apply-school-bus-pass.aspx
https://www3.northamptonshire.gov.uk/councilservices/children-families-education/schools-and-education/school-transport/Pages/apply-school-bus-pass.aspx
https://www3.northamptonshire.gov.uk/councilservices/children-families-education/schools-and-education/school-transport/Pages/apply-school-bus-pass.aspx
https://www3.northamptonshire.gov.uk/councilservices/children-families-education/schools-and-education/school-transport/Pages/apply-school-bus-pass.aspx
https://www3.northamptonshire.gov.uk/councilservices/children-families-education/schools-and-education/school-transport/Pages/apply-school-bus-pass.aspx
https://www3.northamptonshire.gov.uk/councilservices/children-families-education/schools-and-education/school-transport/Pages/apply-school-bus-pass.aspx
mailto:sentransport%40kierwsp.co.uk?subject=
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Early Years

Early Years (under 5) activities – Corby Area
Children with additional needs are welcome at all groups run in the Libraries. But please note that parents are 
expected to stay at all groups to supervise their little ones.

Venue Name SEN Sessions Other sessions

Children’s Centres

Exeter Sleep Solutions (by 
appointment)

Speech and 
language, 
parenting

Pen Green Monday 10.0 to 11.30
Friday 9.30 to 11.00
1.00 to 2.30
Sleep Solutions (by 
appointment)

Kingswood Little Sparkles
Wednesday 10.00 to 11.30

Corby Radio Discobility Monthly Sunday 3.00 to 5.00
Libraries
Libraries across the county run a variety 
sessions for 0–5 year old children and their 
families. Please contact your local library 
regarding timetable and special events. 
Examples of groups to join: Rhymetime, 
Play and Learn, Story Stomp.

Danesholme Library

Corby Library

See the library 
websites for 
details

Music Service
Northamptonshire Music and 
Performing Arts Trust 
(NMPAT) – Corby Centre

Saturday 
mornings aged 
3 and older

Outdoor Spaces

Fineshade Woods
Corby Parks and Playgrounds 39 parks and 

playgrounds 
around Corby

Activity Centres

Cheeky Monkees Occasional SEN play sessions 
on various dates

Corby International Pool Regular SEN sessions at pool. 
See their website for details.

Early Years (under 5) activities – Kettering Area
Venue Name SEN Sessions Other sessions

Children’s Centres

Montague Childrens Centre Sensory rooms.
Sleep Solutions (by appointment).
Autism East Midlands Coffee 
Morning (1st Monday) 10.30 to 
12.00.

School Kingsley Special Academy Ducklings, Thursdays
Christ The King Church Mish Mash 2nd Sunday 2.30 to 4.30
Libraries
Libraries across the county run a variety 
sessions for 0–5 year old children and their 
families. Please contact your local library 
regarding timetable and special events. 
Examples of groups to join: Rhymetime, 
Play and Learn, Story Stomp.

Kettering Library
Burton Latimer Library 
Desborough Library

See the library 
websites for 
details

Music
Northamptonshire Music and 
Performing Arts Trust 
(NMPAT) Latimer Arts College

Relaxed Sing-Along
Dates announced regularly

Saturday 
mornings aged 3 
and older
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Early Years

Kettering Area (continued)
Venue Name SEN Sessions Other sessions

Music Sing and Sign Woodcroft Scout 
Centre

Outdoor Spaces

Outdoor Tribe Regular sessions
Kettering Parks and 
playgrounds
Fermyn Woods Country Park
Wicksteed Park

Activity Centres

Thunder Bowl
Kettering Swimming Pool
Equine Horse Assisted 
Therapy (EQUATA)

Monday, Tuesday, Friday, 
Saturday 10.00 to 17.00

Early Years (under 5) activities – Wellingborough and East Northants Area
Venue Name SEN Sessions Other sessions

Children’s Centres

Please contact Penrith Drive 
Children’s Centre for more 
information

Sensory Room, Autism Group,
Sleep Solutions (by 
appointment)
Specialist Support Service 
(SSS)
Ups & Downs 
Speech and Language Therapy 
group (by appointment)
Sensory Impairment Group 
(Twinkle Time) 
Autism East Midlands Coffee 
Morning 2nd Friday 12.30 to 
3.00

Rushden Centre Sleep Solutions (by 
appointment)

Rush 2 the Den Open daily to all
Sing and Sign

Victoria Centre WPSG Thursdays 9.45 to 11.15

School based
Rowan Gate Schools 
Wellingborough
Rushden

Wednesdays sessions
Tuesdays sessions

Libraries
Libraries across the county run a variety 
sessions for 0–5 year old children and their 
families. Please contact your local library 
regarding timetable and special events. 
Examples of groups to join: Rhymetime, 
Play and Learn, Story Stomp.
See the library websites for details

Wellingborough Library – 
Rushden Library – Higham 
Library – Thrapston – Raunds 
– Oundle Library – 
Irthlingborough – Irchester 
Library – Wollaston Library 
– Earls Barton Library – 
Finedon Library 

See the library 
websites for 
details

Music

Oundle Sing and Sign
Northamptonshire Music and 
Performing Arts Trust 
(NMPAT) Wellingborough, 
Oundle and Higham Ferrers

Saturday 
mornings aged 3 
and older

Outdoor Spaces
Irchester Country Park, 
Barnwell Country Park, 
Stanwick Lakes

http://www.northamptonshire.gov.uk/localoffer
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Early Years

Early Years (under 5) activities – Northampton Town
Venue Name SEN Sessions Other sessions

Children’s Centres

Camrose Centre Sensory rooms, Toy Library
Kingsthorpe Children’s 
Centre

Mondays, 10–11.30am.
Sleep Solutions by appointment 

Thorplands Centre Autism East Midlands drop in 
1st Wednesday
Sleep Solutions 
(by appointment)

Blackthorn Centre Sleep Solutions 
(by appointment)

Kings Heath Centre Sleep Solutions 
(by appointment)

School based
Fairfields School ‘Conductive School for Parents’ 

cerebral palsy and physical 
development, Tuesdays

Libraries
Libraries across the county run a variety 
sessions for 0–5 year old children and their 
families. Please contact your local library 
regarding timetable and special events. 
Examples of groups to join: Rhymetime, 
Play and Learn, Story Stomp.

Northampton Central, Weston 
Favell, St James, Far Cotton, 
Duston, Hunsbury, Moulton, 
Kingsthorpe, Abington, and 
Wootton libraries

Cleft Lip and Palate Association 
meet on Saturdays at Hunsbury 
Library 

See the library 
websites for 
details

Music

Music Bugs Venues in 
Northampton

Northamptonshire Music and 
Performing Arts Trust (NMPAT), 
Duston, NSG, and Wootton

Saturday 
mornings aged 3 
and older

Activity Centres

Riverside Hub First Thursday of each month
Yoga Karma Kids See website
Northamptonshire Toy Library A range of toys suitable for 

children with additional needs 
are available

Open Tuesdays, 
Thursdays and 
one Sunday per 
month

Child Development Centre 
NGH

Hunny Pots – a group for 
families with children who have 
Down’s syndrome

Hardingstone Village Hall Baby Babble Group, Fridays 12.00 
1.15, a group for families with 
children who have Down’s 
syndrome

Early Years (under 5) activities – South Northants Area including Brackley, Daventry and Towcester
Venue Name SEN Sessions Other sessions

Children’s Centres

Daventry Childrens Centre Every Mondays 10 to 11.30am
Autism East Midlands Drop In 
coffee group 4th Monday  
10 to 11.30
Sensory Room
Sleep Solutions (by appointment)
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Early Years

JUNIOR DEAF 
YOUTH CLUB

FR IDAYS  4-6PM £2  PER  CH ILD

March 8th 
March 22nd 
Apr il 26th

GAMES

FOOD

FR IENDS

CRAFT

TUCK
SHOP

AT  SPENCER  DALL INGTON COMMUNITY  CENTRE
T INTERN AVENUE ,  NORTHAMPTON NN5  7BZ  

JENNIE .H IGSON@DEAFCONNECT . ORG .UK  
TRAC IE .HOLLAND@DEAFCONNECT . ORG .UK

Venue Name SEN Sessions Other sessions

Children’s Centres

Towcester Centre SNUG Weds 9.30 to 12.00
Sleep Solutions (by 
appointment)
Sensory Room

Libraries
Libraries across the county run a variety 
sessions for 0–5 year old children and their 
families. Please contact your local library 
regarding timetable and special events. 
Examples of groups to join: Rhymetime, 
Play and Learn, Story Stomp.

Roade, Towcester, Daventry, 
Brackley, Deanshanger, 
Middleton Cheney, Long 
Bucky Libraries

See the library 
websites for 
details

Outdoor Spaces Daventry Country Park

Music

Northamptonshire Music and 
Performing Arts Trust 
(NMPAT), Towcester, 
Daventry, Guilsborough, 
Brackley and Cheney

Saturday 
mornings aged 3 
and older

Activity Centre

Rugrats and Half Pints 
(Banbury)

1st Tuesday 4.00 to 5.30

Disability Inclusive Sports 
Club (DISC)

Sundays afternoons at 
Towcester Centre for Leisure

Details of all these activities and venues can be found on your Local Offer website. Please let us know of any others that you go to and we will add them to the website.

South Northants Area including Brackley, Daventry and Towcester (cont.)

http://www.northamptonshire.gov.uk/localoffer
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Adulthood

There's so much to see in this world!

Door to Door Holidays Limited is a holiday company 

which specialises in holidays for Adults with a 

Learning Disability and has been in operation for 

the past 14 years.

 

Kelvin and his team offer a personal service to all 

holiday guests from booking through to supporting 

you on your holiday. We provide fully supported 

holiday packages in the UK, Europe and Worldwide.

 

As part of our service we offer Door to Door 

transport to and from the holiday destination.

 

Our team are all experienced highly trained 

professionals  and DBS Enhanced checked but 

most of all are all fun loving and supportive.

 

Our holiday guests tell us that they have 

fantastic holidays and keep coming back for 

more!

www.doortodoorholidays.co.uk

Call: 07974 730439

kelvin@doortodoorholidays.co.uk

Kelvin

Traineeships 
with  
Mencap 
and Clipper
Please note that 
these are not 
Supported 
Internships or 
Apprenticeships. 
They are valuable 
work experience 
opportunities over 
13 weeks starting 
in the summer.

fgghnf

Book your Audition now!
01604 843777

Kingsthorpe, Northampton

   Dance!   Drama!  Singing!

Start dates: 
18th March: 17th June and 16th September.
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Adulthood

SENDS 4 Dad
SENDS 4 DAD is a voluntary organisation that 
organises social events for dads to go by 
themselves or with their special educational 
needs/disabled child. You do not have to have 
a diagnosis and your child can be of any age 
(even in adulthood).

Our social events are very laid back, you will find 
friendly people that are in a similar situation to yourself, 
whilst you enjoy good conversation or participating in 
activities such as pool, darts etc. whilst most 
importantly, relaxing. There is no commitment to come 
to any event and you can come and go as you please.

We currently have two groups within 
Northamptonshire and would welcome anyone else 
that would like to start up a group in their area.

Our Northampton group meets up on the 2nd Monday 
of each month from 7:30pm at the main bar in the 
Obelisk Centre, Northampton, NN2 8UE.

Starting January 2019, on the third Saturday of every 
month at 9 am, there will be a social breakfast meet 
up at the Café Track on Northampton Market Square. 
Preorders can be taken if you contact us beforehand.

Our Corby group meets on the third Monday of every 
month at the Spread Eagle pub in Corby. 

This year we will also be looking at more wellbeing 
events/breakfast mornings as well as repeating our 
successful comic convention for our families. We are 
always looking for help with our events and any 
budding writers that would like to contribute to a 
regular magazine/newsletter, so please do contact 
us if you are interested.

Further information about us and our events can 
be found on our Facebook pages by searching for 
SENDS 4 Dad. We are currently working on our 
website to provide further information and services so 
please do check on there (www.sends4dad.org.uk). 
Alternatively you can e-mail us at  
sends4dad@gmail.com

60 Newcomen Road, Wellingborough, 
Northamptonshire NN8 1JT.

This private day centre in Wellingborough is 
for adults who have a learning disability.

They provide sensitive and caring support, individual 

plans, with a focus on personal development. They 

can help with decision-making skills and provide 

opportunities to develop social, emotional and 

communication skills and help their clients to develop 

independent living skills.

They also like to provide some fun! Sunflower 

clients enjoy the noisy Zumba class that professional 

teachers come in to teach, it used to be a quiet 

teaching class, but the clients have developed a noisy 

interactive fun-filled session with lots of singing, that 

everyone looks forward to (and that includes the 

instructors). The class is a mix of mobile, seated and 

spoken moves that have been tailored specifically for 

the range of ability within the room.

Other entertainment includes a regular visiting artist 

for arts and crafts, an interactive music session with 

a guitar player, “Shop, Cook and Eat” sessions. They 

also visit the gym and go swimming.

Sunflower Day Centre has a sensory room and offer 

indoor activities to suit the needs of the clients using 

the centre.

Morning sessions: 9:30–12:15am. Afternoon sessions: 

12:15–3:00. Full Day: 9:30–3:00pm. £18 for ½ day. 

£37 for a full day. Transport to the centre can be 

arranged.

Contact: info@sunflower-day-centre.co.uk or the 

online form on the website sunflower-day-centre.

co.uk/contact-us/. Telephone 01933 274009 

(07757720919 out of hours number).

http://www.northamptonshire.gov.uk/localoffer
http://www.sends4dad.org.uk
mailto:sends4dad%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:info%40sunflower-day-centre.co.uk?subject=
http://sunflower-day-centre.co.uk/contact-us/
http://sunflower-day-centre.co.uk/contact-us/
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Finance

Northamptonshire Community Foundation and Howes 
Percival Solicitors Announce Cecil Pettit Legacy Fund
As well as being one of the founding members 
of Ability Northants, Cecil Pettit worked 
tirelessly for the equality for people with 
disabilities throughout his life. As a wheelchair 
user, he would go on to become Chair of the 
organisation at a time when it was extremely 
rare to see a person with disabilities in a 
position of power.

Mr. Pettit was recognised with an MBE in 1982 for his 
outstanding contributions; his primary concern being 
to ensure disabled people have access to a normal 
education and an ordinary life, a passion that remained 
with him until he passed away in August 2000 at the 
age of 79. His vast contributions included his 
involvement with celebrating the International Year of 
Disabled People in 1981 and his efforts to support the 
launch of the first Northampton Door to Door transport 
service for disabled people in 1997.

Speaking of the Cecil Pettit Fund, Victoria Miles, CEO 
of Northamptonshire Community Foundation, said: 
“We are so delighted that Mr. Pettit’s generous legacy 
for people with disabilities will live on here in our county. 
Those who knew him well spoke highly of his 
commitment and passion in raising awareness for 
equality for people with disabilities. This will now 
continue in perpetuity in the form of a substantial 
named fund that the Community Foundation is so 
honoured to deliver on his behalf.”

The Cecil Pettit Fund will be available from the start of 
the next financial year in 2018 throughout the county to 
organisations that support disabled people.

Previous beneficiaries of the fund include Northampton 
Town Multi-Disabled Football Club to establish a 
wheelchair football team, the Core at Corby Cube to 

help a deaf person participate in theatre performances 
and Shacks Barn and Buckingham Riding for the 
Disabled to set up a vaulting team.

Sandra Bell, former Director of Ability Northants, said: 
“It’s amazing that his (Mr. Pettit’s) legacy will live on 
through Northamptonshire Community Foundation in 
a time of absolute need for disabled people

Gerald Couldrake, senior partner of Howes Percival, 
and a trustee of the Cecil Pettit Will Trust said: “I am 
sure that Cecil would be both astounded and delighted 
that his legacy is a £1 million fund to benefit disabled 

people in the county. We have worked very successfully 
with Victoria and her team over a number of years as 
we were convinced that they were absolutely the right 
people to take on the administration of finding the best 
projects to fund. When Victoria told me she could 
match fund Cecil’s money from the Constance Travis 
Trust we were thrilled. I look forward to reading about 
how Cecil’s money will be spent in supporting many 
worthwhile projects in the years to come.”

© Copyright 2019 Northampton Community Foundation – All rights reserved. 
Charity registration number: 1094646. A Company Limited by Guarantee 
(4269030)
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Editorial Note
The Local Offer reserves the right to edit any 
submitted materials. The articles printed and the 
views expressed are not necessarily those of 
Northamptonshire County Council. Items are correct 
to the best of our knowledge, but we do not take any 
responsibility for any errors in information provided 
to us for inclusion. 

You can access a limited number of back issues  
of SNIX News on our website: 

www.northamptonshire.gov.uk/snix

Deadline Dates
Should you wish to advertise your organisation, 
submit a personal story or place an article in the 
SNIX newsletter – please note our deadlines. 

Articles submitted should be in a Word format as 
this will result in a better finish from our printers.  
We are unable to take responsibility for the quality  
if submitted in another format. 

Summer edition deadline

9th April 2019
Autumn edition deadline

10th September 2019

Information

SNIX NEWSLETTERS

If you would prefer to get your SNIX newsletter sent  
to you by e-mail, please let us know by e-mailing: 

localoffer@northamptonshire.gov.uk with SNIX in the 
subject and we will get them sent to you electronically. 

If you have received a copy of the newsletter, but no  
longer wish to, please let us know and we will remove  

you from the mailing list.

Local Offer
Feedback is really important to the 
Local Offer. If you have found something 
new in SNIX or the Local Offer, please 
let the Local Offer team know.

Do you go to a group and want to show off what you 
have done recently? Do you need new members? 
Please let us know and we will advertise for you on 
the Local Offer and in the next SNIX. The Local Offer 
is being updated all the time, and we also post out 
information on Twitter and Facebook.

Paid Adverts
Please note that in order to keep the SNIX magazine 
produced, the Local Authority is now having to 
charge businesses to advertise in the SNIX 
magazine. Therefore some of the articles in the 
magazine may have been paid for by the provider. 
Adverts will continue to be relevant to the audience 
of SNIX. Please note that the Local Offer does not 
endorse or support these services.

SNIX would welcome more opportunities to 
generate an income to keep the magazine free for 
families and anyone wishing to take up an advert 
with us, should get in touch by the deadlines. 
Sponsorship would also be considered.
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Local Offer  
telephone: 0300 126 1000 option 5 
or email: localoffer@northamptonshire.gov.uk 
or use our online forms on the website:  
www.northamptonshire.gov.uk/localoffer

IASS (Independent Advice and Support Service) 
telephone: 01604 364772  
email: contact@iassnorthants.co.uk 
website: www.iassnorthants.co.uk

NPFG  
email: enquiries@npfg.co.uk  
website: www.npfg.co.uk

Shooting Stars  
telephone: 01604 368051 
or: 07515 189630

SSS (Specialist Support Service) 
email: sss@northamptonshire.gov.uk 
website: www.northamptonshire.gov.uk/
specialistsupportservice
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